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TO 



HIS MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY, 



GEORGE THE FOURTH, 



SlltE, 

Th£ encouragement of Science, when derived 
from the Throne, demands the gratitude of a Nation 
whose best interests are advanced by its effects ; Your 
Majesty's most gracious condescension^ in permitting Your 
august name to be affixed to our humble labours^ is a 
most flattering testimony of Your Majesty's liberal sen- 
timents respecting Works of Art. 

The attempt we have here made to illustrate the 
characteristic beauties of the Ecclesiastical Buildings of 
this Kingdom, in a more extensive and popular manner 
than has yet been proceeded with, contributing mate- 
rially, at the same time, towards the History of this at- 
tractive branch of our National Architecture, is, we trust, 
an undertaking of sufficient importance to secure to us, 
not only the favor of every admirer of the Fine Arts, but 
of all those who regard with feelings of interest or pride, 
whatever is connected with a gratifying retrospection of 
the gradual elevation of their country. 



u 

It is particularly in this point of view that we are 
emboldened to hope that our anxious endeavour towards 
so noble an object^ will not be found altogether unworthy 
of the august Patronage it has experienced. 

• - - > - 

Should any apology be necessary to contempo- 
raries, for our ambitious views in thia respect, it will be 
found in Your Majesty's gracious acceptance of '' The 
History op Westminster Abbey,*' a former Work, by 
one of the individuals who have now the honor of sAb- 
seribing theihselves, wi^ all de^encia to Your Ma- 
jerty. 

Your Majesty's 

Most dutifid and loyal subjects^ 

, JOHN PRESTON NEALE, 

AND 

JCHIN LE KEUX^ 
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STOKfrPOGIS, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 

^ VICAR, 

THE REV. ABTHUR BOUX 



,Thb Parish ^ Stelfie-Pbgi0, whioh k n tbe DiocMe of lioooh^, and 
Deanery o£ BwnhaAH la* nluatad in the Hiindrad of Stoke^ about two 
■ules oorthHtartk-eaBt feoqn Sloa|^. 

. The Chofch k a svnU ttmctavey. in the Poiated style of architectara* 
having % weoden> spire : the aecompanyiag Plate gives a north-east 
view of it, shewing the porch ; and, in the back-grouod, the monument 
erected by Mr. Peon in commemoration of the poet Gray. 

lo the north wall of the chancel of this Church, under a rudely executed 
a^h, ornamented with pinnacles and foliage, is an ancient tomb, supposed 
to have been erected in memory of Sir Jokn Mokftu^ Knight Banoeret, 
and Treasurer of the Chamber toKing Edward III^: he had obtained the 
Manor of Stoke by marriage, with Egidia, the grand-daughter and heiress 
of Robert Pogis. Near the Altar,, on the north side, are the engraved 
brass fi^lNa <rf Sir WilUam ^olyiu,. Knight, and Margpurj^. his Lady. 
The knight b represented in a pointed helmet, with swprd and da§^ 
ger, and lus a lion at hb feet; it appears, from the inscription, that 
he died on die 8th of June, 142S. Lady Margaret is habited in a boddice, 
mantle, and veil. On the south, side of the aUac is^a brass figure of a 
lady in a shnond, in oommemoration of JBieanor, dhmghter and heiress 
of William, Lord Molyns, slain at Ae celebrated siege of Orleans, in 
1429, son of the above Sir William; and wife of Robert, Lord Hunger- 
.ford, who being an active adherent to Henry YI., was taken prisoner 
at the battle of Hexham, and shortly afterwards beheaded at New- 
castle : she was subsequently married to Sir Oliver Maayngham, Knt. 
:6eorgef third Lord Hastings, who attended Henry YUL at the sieges 
of Therouenne and Tournay, and who died in 1544, after being created 
Earl of Huntingdon, was also buried here, but there is no monument 
to his memory. The Font is a large plain vessel, supported by a shaft 
with niches* 

Sir Edward Hastings, Baton Loughborough, erected the Chapel 
wUch adfoins this church, as a pkee of interment for his fiunily, and 
divaoled by his wiU that tombs should be raised for suoh of his relationa 
as had been haried here, and that on his own tomb should be placed 
Ms efigiea in copfer, gik. There are not, however, wy sepulchral 
SMHoriab in this place for the fomily of Hastings, ao that either ihi^ 
testator's iigunctiona were not complied. with, or the monuments must 
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ST. GILES'S CHURCH, ST0KE-P06IS, BUCKINGUAMSHIRB. 

hare been remov^. ^ In the east vAaA^w i» a figura of Lord Loughbo- 
rough, in painted glass ; he is represented kneeling at a desk, on which 
is an op^p bo^k, afid a3 habited iQ i|rmpiir, with a sur^oif, and the 
George suspended at his breast; his surcoat is dbarged with the arms 
of the Hastings' family and their alliances ; and on eadi side of his 
head is a shield, one inscribed with the initials £. Bf., and the other 
charged with his cvesf, a bi:#ito'8 head eraf»ed, sab. gorged with a ducal 
coronet^ and armed, or; a mullet for difference. This Chapel contains 
a monument for Dr. Gregery Hoioard, Dean of Windsor, who died in 
1708 ; he was one of the most celebrated preachers of his time. 

Thb Churdi-yard was the scene of the well-known Elect by Gki^ ; 
the fbllowiag fine stanza, expressive of the thoughts arising from con- 
templation in this spot, is among those, with which, as Mr. Mason has 
recorded, that exquisite poem was originally intended to coiKslude; 
before the happy ideas of the ^* hoaiy-headed swain," and his artlesft 
narrative, had suggested themselves to the accomplished Lyrist. 

" Hark ! how the sacred calm, that breathes around. 
Bids every fierce, tumultuous passion cease : 
In still small accents whispering ftom the ground, 
A grateful earnest of eternal peace." 

The remains of Gray, in pursuance of his particular directions, were 
interred in a vault near the chancel-door, where those of his aunt and 
beloved mother had previously been deposited : the following inscription 
on the tombstone, or at least the latter part of it, was wrttten by the 
Poet. 



<f 



In the vault beneath are deposited, in hope of a joyful resurrection, the remains of 
Hary Antrobus. She died, unmarried, Nov. v. bidccxlix. Aged lxvi. In the 
same pious confidence, beside her friend and sist^, here sleep the remains ef 
Dorothy Gray, widow, the careful tender Mother of .mMiy chijdwii, one of whpm 
alone' h^d the mi^fbitniie to survive her. Sl^ died, Mi^rch xi^ hbccihii, 48<ed 



LXVIT." 



John Penn, Esq., the present possessor of the Maa«»r of Stoke«>Pogift, 
feeling that some tribute was due to the raeinory of Gray, the place of 
his sepulture even being undistinguished by any memorial* caused a 
classic monument to be erected to the Poet's honour in 1799, and under 
the direction of the late James Wyatt, £sq-, in a lawn opponte to his 
mansion, and nearly adjacent, to the road side, Hiis laonun^nt, gw 
mentioned above, is shewn in the Plata. 

This Parish is a discharged vicarage, valued in the king's boobi al 
72. 17«. ; Lord Francis Osbom, broker to the Bake of Leeds,, is the 
patron. The vicar is usually also the master oi an hospital, which wa» 
originally founded near the Churchy-yard in 1567, by the abovdr^amed 
Lord Loughborough, for a ohaotry*prmst and fimir beadsmen ; aAer thei 
Reformation, it was appropriated U^ the support of a master and pooi! 
brethren ; and, in 1765, the edifice was rebuilt in a more oonvefiteBt 
situation by the late Mr. Penn. 

3 
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of painting nearly defaced. The interior of the Church is 
and beautiful ; our View, Plate U., is taken from the east eL 
best to display its elegant proportions, and admirable uniformity 
sign ; the groining of the roof is at once a. specimen of the archiu 
taste and skill; ten clerestory windows on each side, above the arche^ 
of the nave, give ample light to every part of this really noble building. 
1 



0tm Sbt f^'si Cfiutej^, 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE ; 

PERPETUAL CURATE, 

THE KEV. W. G. JDDG80N. 



Great Saint Mary's, or the Uniyersity Church, was rebuSt in the 
Reign of Henry VII., and towards it» completion that monarch was 
a great benefactor. It was commenced in 1478, nnder the auspices of 
Alcock, Bishop of Ely, to whom the merit of the design is usually at- 
tributed. The Church was so far completed in 1488, that the Bishop is 
then stated to have preached a sermon in it, which lasted from one 
o'clock in the afternoon till past three. He was not only a prelate of 
singular learning and piety, but, possessing great skill m architecture, he 
was made comptroller of the royal buildings. This Church, but more 
particularly his very curious sepulchral Chapel in the Cathedral at £ly» 
proves his ability and judgment. The body of the Church, which alone 
bears the mark of his hand, was completed in 1510, but the Tower ia 
more modem, not having been erected till 1608. John Warren was the 
architect, who died the same year it was finished, as appears by a 
tablet to his memory, against the east wall of the Chancel. 

The west end pf this Chiirch,. which is commonly called Great St. 
Mary's or St. Mary Magna, to distinguish it from another Church, si- 
milarly dedicated, forma the east side of a most noble quadrangle. Tide 
Plate I.; King's College Chapel, the University library, and the Senate 
House, on the other sides, without the intervention of private edifices, give 
an air of peculiar grandeur to its site. The Tower is lofty and well pror 
portioned, the embattled parapet has octangular turrets, surmounted by 
balls. It contains a musical peal often bells, and a clock : the entrance 
porch b adorned with the royal arms boldly sculptured, and some remaina 
of painting nearly defaced. The interior of the Church is both light 
and beautiful ; our View, Plate H., is taken from the east end, so as 
best to display its elegant proportions, and admirable uniformity of de- 
sign ; the groining of the roof is at once a. specimen of the architect's 
taste and skill; ten clerestory vrindows on each side, above the archea 
of the nave, give ample light to every part of this really noble building. 
1 



GREAT ST. Mary's church^ cambridoeshirb. 

Academical exercises were formerly performed, and public orations 
were made in this Church; Queen Elizabeth, while at Cambridge, in 
1604, attended the disputations here. The University Sermons are still 
preached in Ibis Churoh, except on a few particular occafiions. The 
Vice ChanccfHor, Heads of Colleges, Noblemen, and Doctors, sit in a 
gallery, which occupies the place of the ancient Rood Loft. The Mas- 
ters of Arts and Fellow Commoners in the area of the nave ; Bache- 
lors of Arts and Under Graduates have galleries in the Aisles, which 
were built pursuant to the directions in the will of William Worts, Esq. 
who died in 1709, and left a sum of money for that purpose. In vari- 
ous parts of the Church are memorials for Aldermen of the Corporation. 
On the south wall of the Chancel, is a mural monument to William 
Butler, D. D. who died Jan. 29, 1617; he is represented by a half- 
length figure, under an arch, executed with much spirit; one hand rests 
upon a skull, the other holds a book ; on the sides of the monument, 
are statues of Labour and Best. Arms, sable, a fess lozengy, behoeei^ 
three covered cups, or. There is also a memorial of John Crane, Esq* 
who died in 1652; and a slab in the north aisle, to Bussel Plumptxee, 
M. D. who died in 1793. On the soulh side of the Church is a Vestcy, 
and a Chapel, acyoining ithe Chancel. The corresponding Chi^l on 
the north side is. dedicated to St. Andrew, in it is a monument to the 
memory of Thomas Lorkin, Esq. bom at Erendsbury in Kent, who died 
May 1, 1591. 

Martin Bucer, the celebrated Reformer, was invited to England by 
Archbishop Cranmer, and was received at Cambridge as a Teacher of 
Theology in 1649; he died here in 1551, and was buried in this Chufdi 
with great funeral pomp. In the reign of Queen Mary his body was dug 
up and publicly burnt, and his tomb demolished, but it was afterwards 
\ set up again by order of Queen Elizabeth : several manuscripts respect* 
ing him are preserved in the Library of Cains College. 
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CAMmilDGfi. 

nSEFBTUAI* cinEtAfr^ 
Tfi£ RSV. CHARLES SIMEON, M. A. 



Xbs tow* of Cambridge U divided into fourteen Parishes, of which 
that of the Holy Trinity is the largest The Parochial Church stands 
fl; the sooth end of Bridge-Street, and is built in the form of a cross, 
with the. principal entrance at the norlh. The view of the exterior given 
lifiate 1, is taken from the east; the west front, upon which the skilt 
el the architect in many instances was exerted, and his taste employed 
tQ devise ornaments, being here concealed by the contiguous houses. 
The Chancel and body of the Church are of small extent when com- 
pared with the noble Transepts or Chapels, which rise considerably 
above the roof of the Chancel, and admit of a series of clerestory win- 
dows. The architecture of this part of the Church is of a more florid 
character, having been erected at a later period. The east window of 
Ae Chnrcb, which is a prominent feature of our exterior view, is divided 
by its muUions into four bays. The Tower, which has been recently 
re-ereoted at the expense of the Parishioners, is at the west end ; and 
obtains a peal of five bells; each angle of the parapet sufrounding 
the Tower is ornamented with a small turret, terminating in a pinnacle, 
mnd^ above the whole, rises a small, but well proportioned Spire. 

This Church was formerly appropriated to the Abbey of West 
Derehain, in Norfolk, a Monastery founded by Hubert Walter, who 
became Archbishop of Canterbury in 1193, and continued at the head 
of the ecclesiastical power in the reigns of Richard I. and John, till 
1307. When the present edifice was erected, cannot be discovered : it 
appears from Lysons's Magna Britannia, under Cambridgeshire, that it 
was destroyed by fire in the year 1174, in the time of Henry 11., and 
Awjt it was afterwards rebuilt; but no part of. the architecture of this 
building eaa be referred to within a ce^itury of that early period. 

At the dissolution of Monasteries, which preceded the Reformation, 
this living was annexed to the Episcopal See of Ely, Hbe Bisliop 
of which Diocese appoints a sequestrator or Vicar. The Rev. Charles 
^imeang M. A.« ai^ Fellow of King's College, the present incumbent, 
has distinguished himself both by his eloquence and his writings. 
1 
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CHURCH OF THE HOLY THINITY^ CAMBHIDCftB. 

Plate 2, represemts the very aobie interier of tfak Chardi^ taken firont 
the west end, with a fid Yiew of the renarkably fine Traneepti, wUdt 
are built in the ridiest style of eodesiaetical architeotiHe, aad may be 
attributed to the tiaie of Hairy VI.* In each, the florid diaricter 
of the oroaneBtSy as wdl as the disposition of the windows, is some- 
what varied, but both the Cross Aisles may still be assigned to the 
same architeetaral era, aad are eqi^dly adminUe for the pnrlty of taste 
dbplayed in the scalptural deooratioas; the groining of the oeilinp is 
pecaliarly elegant In the sooth IVaasept, beneath the clerestory vrm- 
dows, is a very richly carved moulding or string coarse, composed of 
Strawberry leaves, in the manner of the ducal coronet ; this Aisle co»* 
taias a marble slab to the memory of WUliam Spekes, who died Decem- 
ber 1, 1666, and to Elizabeth Spekes, his wife, who died on the Mk of 
January, 1603. 

* In the North Aisle, against the east wall, is an ekgant altar tomb^' 
^closed with rails, erected to commemorate ^ Robert Tabor, Knight, 
an eminent physician in the reign of Charles II., who first admiiiisteied 
the bark with success in intermittent fevers, and who was buried hera 
6n the seventeenth of Nov. 1681 ; the monument bears hn armoritf 
achievement, viz. Azures on a c&evron engrailed, between three Urnni 
heads erttsed, cr; three Ueperde^ faeee oftheJir$t: over it is the Isreflt, m 
tifnCs head, or; and, beneath the shield, the motto, tofei oceidere et r§^ 
dire posniU, ..■....* 

The Chancel, which is the most ancient part of the present builfingi 
is comparatively low : over the communion table, and under the ^eait 
window, is a scriptural painting, within a frame, of Jesus QHint ap^ 
pearing to Mary Magdalen, as an altar-piece. Against the north wA 
of the Chancel is a handsome monument to the memory of JQimtbedi 
Peyton, the eldest daughter of Bidiard Anderson, Esq;, of Hertford-^ 
shire, aad widow of Robert Peyton, Esq. ; she died on ^ fi6th of 
April, 1650, at the age of 53 ; upon the tomb is the arms of Peyton, via. 
Mble, a cross ingrailed or, in the dexter canton a muUet argent, impaling 
those of Anderson, viz. : argent, a chevron between three cross cresdeis 
Jfiory, sable. Another monument records ^^he deaUi of Susan, the 
daughter of Samuel Gatward, Esq., and Elizabeth, his wtfe, on th4 
19th of December, 1707, and of Samuel, thdr ^on, who liied on tiie Ml 
of May, 17 12. Arms sciilptinred, a dietron ermine between three ker^lS, 
impaling a bend between'Pivo mullets. There is also a memorial d Ed- 
ward Lawe« Gent Jbr^mreha ac Senator; qtd Mit, ' May 80, W!6, 



*m'^——^t*^-^rm 



* It is a singular fact, that during the coikimotions between the houses of York and Lan- 
caster, and their adherents, so prejudicial to the progress of the arts of civilization, archi- 
tecture in England flourished in a greater degree, tide Dallaway's Anecdotes of the Arts- 
in £ngland> p. 27*. 

2 



CHUftCH OF THB HOLT TftlKITT, CAMUtlBOB. ^ 

wkli hii maokMi tix., m a ermtf Jhe enuki$foftmi; the htter is partly 
eosoealed by the raib which endofle the Conmimioft Table. 

Hie Tower b raised on lofty pointed avehes ; Aose openiag apon 
the Transepts are cnriously ornamented in their mottldings^ with a tre* 
foil headed panetting of a bold charaoter. Against the east wall of 
ttie NaTe» on the north side of the arch, opening upon the Chancel, is a 
large and handsome sepnkhial memoffial to Trandli Percys Esq., Al- 
dennan of Cambridge, and also a Captain ni the Bfilitia, who died May 
«, 1711, SBt e7, and to Margaret, his wiCs, who died on the 90th of 
September the saoM year: by her he had issne, six sons and six daugh- 
ters. Two of his sons, Algernon and Henry, are also buried here. His 
ddest son, Francis Percy, was a Captain in the Navy. It is recorded 
upon the monument, that this family was a branch of the ancient and 
noble House of Percy, whose chief seat is at Alnwick Castle, in Nor- 
tfanmberland. Arms, ar^ a Um^ rawiptari, maemre, impaling, argmU, en 
a CTMi, MAie,/ive Horn rnmpuiU, er. 

On the south wall is a mural monument to the memory of the Rer. H. 
Martyn, Fellow of St John's C<aiege, who died at Tokal, Oct 16, 
1012, in his way from Shiras to Constantinople. He had been Curate 
of this Parish for about two years ; and went from thence, as Chaplain 
to the East India Company to Bengal, where he translated the New Tes- 
tament into the Hindoostanee language, as he did 'also afterwards at 
Shiras into the Persian language. The memoir of his life, in a single 
▼einme, is inferior in interest to no book in the English language. 
And under it, another to Mr. Charles Wagstaff. AgainM a pillar, 
near the end of the Nave, is a memorial of Samuel Conant, A. M., of 
Magdalen College, Oxford. Arms, gmlei, iem hiUtU^ w. lliere is also a 
marble slab in the Nave, commemorating Dorothy Folkes, who died 
October 1, 1710: she was the posthumous daaghter of Martin Folkes, 
Esq., of Hillington, in Norfolk, and of Dorothy, his wife. The font 
at the west end of the Church is of an octagonal form, of stone, with 
n wooden coyer ; the organ is also at the west end. 

The Church^yard, as may be seen in our view of the exterior, is 
crowded with monumental records ; amongst which are tombs of Joseph 
Purdtts, who died 1721, set 48 ; William Collis, Gent. ; John, the son 
of John and Abigail Alders, ob. 170f , nt. 15. Another for John 
Wardall, who died Not. 23, 1729^ set. 88. 

The table of benefootors to Uie Parish of the Holy Trinity bangs np 
against the sdoth wall of the Church. Henry Wray, of this Parish, 
Stationer* in 1028, gave an Alms-house for eight widows, to receiTc a 
weekly allowance. 
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Sbt fames' €int^, 

CAMPDEN, GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 

TXCARAGE, VACANT. 



CaMIPDEN is celebrated in the early period of history as the traditional 
place of Congress of all the kings of the Saxon Heptarchy^ where they 
deliberated upon the best mode of carrying on the war with the Britons; 
the town is situated in a feitile and well cultivated valley^ twenty-eight 
miles acMrA-east from the city of Gloucester. 

The Cfaarch is a magnificent structure, worthy of the period in which 
it was erected, which, from the style of the architecture, tradition, and 
other circumstances, is supposed to hare been about the beginning of 
the reign Q^Ilichard II. The massive and ornamented Tower, its griand 
feature, rises in very fine proportion, the height of 106 feet to the upper 
mouldingiB, exclusive of the open embattled parapet, enriched with pin- 
nacles, twelve in number, which give an aerial lightness to the structure : 
diis Tower contains a very fine peal of eight bells. The whdie length of 
the Church, from the west to the east end, is 130 feet, and the width of 
the Nave and side Aisles is 57 feet ; the height of the Nave is 60 feet. 
The Chancel is spadous, and underwent a considerable repair in the 
reign of Charles I., at the expense of Sir Baptist Hicks, the first 
Lord Campden. He abo built the wall round the Church-yard, preseAted 
the Communion plate, gave the decorations for the Pulpit, and a large 
brass eagle, which stands in the middle of the Church, and holds a 
Bible.' ' Lbrd Campden also endowed the Vicarage with part of the 
great tythes of Winfrith and West Lulworth, in Dorsetshire. 

On the north side of the Chancel is a curious monument of stone, 
very finely sculptured, to the memory of Thomas Smith, Esq., to whom 
the Manor of Campden was granted by Queen Elizabeth; he died in 
1503. 

In the middle of a Chapel on the south side stands a most magnificent 
monument, bearing the effigies of Viscount Campden and hi&r Lady. Ob 
the north side of the tomb is the following : 

To the ttenfotie of her deare and deceaaed Husband, Baptist Lord Hicks, Viscount 
Caaoqpden, borne of a worthy fomily in the Citie of London ; who, by the blessing 
of God on his ingenious endeavors, arose to an tjajj^e estate, and to the foresaid 
degrees of honour : and, out of those blessings, disposed to Charitable uses, in his 
lifetinie, a large portion to the value of 10,0002., who lived religiously, vertuously, . 
and generously, to the age of 78 ytares, and died Octo. 18, 1629. 
1 
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ST. JAMES' CHUECH, CAMPDB9. 

BLIZABBTH, VISCOUNTESSE CAMPDEN^ 

His deare CoDsort, borne of the family of the Mays ; lived his Wife in aU petee and 
contentment, the space of 46 yetn ; leaving issue by htr said Lord and Husband 
two daughters, JuHana, married to Edward Lord Noe?, how Viscount Campden^ 
and Mary, married to Sir Charles Morison, Knt, and Baronett, hath piously and 
carefully 'caused this mdnnment to be erected as a tesdmonie of tiieir mntuill lore, 
where both their bodies may rest together in expectation of a joyfull resurrection. 

On the south side the monumeDt is aa inscription reciting the benefits 
he conferred upon this town^ addressed, " Ad Terram CkimpdenioamJ' 

In the same Chapel, upon the south side, is a monument, with the eii- 
gies of Lord and Lady Campden : upon two folding doors, on each side 
of them, are the following inscriptions : 

This monument is erected to preserve the memory and pourtrait of the Bight Honor- 
able Sir Edward Noel, Vicount Campden, Baron Noel of Bidlington and Hldts of 
Ilmingtini, a Lord of heroic high parts and presence. He was Knight Banneret in 
Ihe wars of Ireland, being young, and then created Baionet, anno 1611. He. wis 
afterwards made Baron of Bidlington* The other titles came unto him b)r i%ht of 
Dame Juliana, his wife, who stands collaterall to him in this monument ; a lady of 
extraordinary great endowments, both of virtue and fortune. This goodly Lord 
died at Oxford at the beginning of the late fatal Civil Wars, whither he went to 
serve and assist his Souverain Prince, Charles the First. And so wa* exalted to 
the kingdome of glory, 8* Mar(ii» 1642. 

The Lady Juliana, eldest daughter and co-heir of that mirror of his time^ Sir 
Baptist Hicks, Viscount Campden ; she was married to that noble Lord, who is 
here engraven by her ; by whom she had Baptist, Lord Viscount Campden, now 
living, who is blessed with a numerous and gallant issue ; Henry, her second son, 
died a prisoner, for his loyalty to his Prince. Her eldest daughter, Elizabeth, Was 
married to John, Viscount Chaworth. Mary, her second daughter, to the very 
noble Knight, Sir Erasmus de la Fontune ; Penelope, her youngest daughter, cKed 
a maid. This excellent Lady, for the pious and unparalleled affections she |e- 
tained to the memory of her deceased Lord, caused this stately monument to be 
erected in her lifetime, in September, Anno Dom. 1664. 

A beautiful monument fixed to the wall at the ^stend of this ChapeU 
commemorates Penelope Noel, dieir daughter, who died May 17, 163d. 

At the east end of the north Aisle is a large altar-tomb for Mr. Robert 
lilly, uncle to the celebrated astrologer of that name ; he died 21st of 
October, 1636, set. M.; there is also a neat monument to William Bar- 
:tholomew, A. M.» Vicar of this Church, who died 11th October, 1600^ 
set. 66. 

In the middle Aisle is a marble slab inlaid with brass, and with the 
effigies of f* Wilelmus Grevel* de Campedeni quondam Civis Londini et 
flos m'cator. lanar. totius Anglie, qui ob. 1401,*' and of *' Mariona uxor 
predicti Wilelmi, qui ob. 1386." 

We are much indebted to the Rev. W. Spooner, the late Vicair of 
this Church, and to the Rev. R. O. 'Wilson, the resident Curate, for 
their corrections in ^bis acfount, 

* Tradition i^ates, that he built the toweV' and a oonsideftble part of the Church at his 
own expense. A cuitious old house in the town is still sheirn as the habitatiDn of his ftaiily. 
2 
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HEREFORDSHIRE; 

▼ICAR, 

THE REV. JAVlks WATT?. 



Thb Wb of Leflbwjr V sit««ted on it. gentle declivily, within a jum^l 
bill pleasant valley, formed by tbe Pog-Bill, on tbe nortb-ea«t ^4 piher 
eipinenoesy in the Hundred of Badlow. on the east side of the q^nvnlf* 
At a short distance on the we^t flows the riyer Leddoii^ whioh .gi;re|i 
name to the town, and taking a course, due souths Appngli CrJouc^nt^f^ 
fbire, unites its waters with the Severn. 

The Church is a large building in an early style of aixdut^ture^ but 
Jiaving und^»|;one many alterations at different periods^ it ha# OQnMh 
quently lost fome portion of its original charact^, tfiongb it still ^ Vf 
plays many fine specimens of sculpture in its ornaments, and is inteiest- 
ing in its general effect : the view we have chosen is from the south-west 

Edwin, a powerful Saxon, son of Edric the Forrester, who lived in 
the time of William I., gave Ledbdry to the Church of Hereford, having 
been cured of the paby at the intercession of St. Ethelbert 

The Lord Bishop of Hereford is now the patron, and appoints two 
pnebendttries, oT'fHiithMitrs^lK.lIhe iipfler and nether Hall, in this Chunch, 
who are Ae foint patrons of the living. The present portioners are the 
Bev. Joseph^lBiifiiJiMy^l^y, James Watts. 

In the Church' werefE^mly Qm^tlAm pf the Holy Trioity, St 
Anne, and others. John Treffant, Bisbop of Hereford, founded herei 
i^bout the year 1401, a College of Priests, consisting of a Custos, or 
Master, eight Chaplains, besides Clerks, Ministers, and Servants, which 
was liberally endowed. Henry IV. incorporated them, but at the Re- 
formation, it was dissolved ; and the lands given to the crown, in the 
1st year of Edward VI. On the north side of the Church is a very 
handsome portion of the building, called the Deacon's Lodgings, which, 
in later times, was converted to a School House, but is now the re- 
ceptade of lumber. It is supposed to have been originally founded by 
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LBDBntT CHtRCH, HERBFORDSHIRE. 

John Stoke, from an inscription upon a pew : '* Hisintl et fitf tttHtCff 

8 3ot)0nne AUikt ^unt Hats et ii tamttet fnerunt jeDtffcatat." 

In the Church is a monument of Sarah Skippe, ob. 1665, and others 
to members of the family of John Skippe, D. D., Bishop of this Diocese 
from 1639 to 1553. 

At the east end of the Chancel is a skb to die memory of Charles, son of 
Francis Grodwin, Bp. of Hereford, and to his wife Dorothy, inscribed :•— 

PRiEIBIT DOROTHEA, SEQUITUR CAROLUS, 

AMBO RESUR6UNT. 
GODWTN THE ONE, GODWI7N THE OTHER. 

At the east end of the North Aisle is an ancient tomb of freestone, 
with a mutilated recumbent figure of a female. 

There are also monuments in the Church for Richard Caple, Esq., ob. 
1601. Thomas Chambers, Esq., ob. 1605. John Heywood, Esq. of 
Wellington, alias Prior^s Court, in this county, ob. 1614. Thomas 
Cupper, Esq. of Glympton, in Oxfordshire, ob. 27 June, 1621. 

In the Chancel is buried John Thornton, D. D., Vice Chancellor of 
Oxford, and Master of the Hospital, in this town, founded by Hugh Foliot, 
Bp. of this Diocese, dedicated to God and St. Catherine, for the reception 
of poor people and travellers. 

AnnC; the wife of Ambrose Elton, of the Hazel, Esq., daughter of 
Sir Edward Aston, Knight and Baronet, and sister of Sir Walter Aston, 
Baron of Forfar, of Tixdl. She died, 5th Feb. 1660. Her husband was 
buried by her in 1659. 

Stay, reader, here lies the body of Jamei Bailey, late of Ledbury, Corvisor, who 
departed this life 13 December, 1674, st. 100 yrs. and 8 mths. He was the 
youngest brother of Humphrey Bailey of Ocul Pychard, and of Samuel Bailey, late 
of Hereford. These three brothers lived the age of 300 yrs. What one wanted 
the other made up. — Mors rapit omnia. 

John Hoskins, D. D. Vicar of this Church, is buried here with an epi- 
taph beginning thus : — 

Sub pedibus Doctor jacet hie in legibus Hoskins, 
Esse Pius docuit, quodq. docebat erat, &c. 

The Tower of the Church is distinct from the body, and is surmounted 
by a modern spire. 
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LEOMINSTER, HEREFORDSHIRE. 

TICAR, 

THE REV. a W. CURTIS. 



J. HE town of Leomiaster is situated in a rich and fertile vale, and on 
the hanks of the river Lug, which making a considerahle flexure, flows 
along hoth its northern and eastern sides^ and here receives a second 
tributary stream, the Piasley. It is dbtant about thirteen miles north 
from Hereford, and one hundred and thirty-seven west-north-west from 
London. 

It appears from a comparbon of various authorities, that a Monast^ 
was founded here, in honour of St. Peter, about the year 66Q1, by Mer- 
wald, sovereign of the western part of Mercia, who committed the diarge 
<rf it to Eadfrid, by whom he had been convwted to Christianity. This 
establishment was destroyed in the wars with the Danes, and was snc- 
eeeded by a College of Prebendaries, which was subsequently replaced 
by an Abbey of Nuns. The violation of Edgiva, the Abbess, by Sweyne, 
eldest son of Earl GU)dwin, in 1046, for which he was at first driven into 
buiishment, by Edward the Confessor, seems to have been the com** 
mencement of those enormities which terminated in the total loss of his 
power and possessions ; but the circumstance of there being nuns here in 
1086, which is evident from the Domesday Survey, invalidates Tanner^s 
conjecture that this outrage occasioned the ruin of the convent The nuns 
were dispersed, however, and their estates enjoyed by laymen, some time 
prior to the year 1125, when ELing Henry I. gave Ais foundation, with 
every thing belonging to it, to his new Abbey of Reading, in Berkshire, 
to which it afterwards became a subordinate cell of Benedictine monks. 
In 1289, the Priory and the Parish Church were re-dedicated to St. 
Peter and St. Paul, by Ralph de Maydenstan, Bishop of Hereford, 
who granted a charter of indulgence in consequence. 

The right of the Abbots of Reading to appoint monks of their house 
Priors of Leominster, was contested in the thirteenth century by the 
Bishop of Hereford>i Official; but the proceedings were stopped, on the 
interpoeition of Edward I., and the ultimate decision does not appear to 
liave been recorded. In the year 1402, the Priory was laid under heavy 
contributions by Owen Olendower, who had taken possession of the 
town : it was then in its most flourishing st^te, many persons giving up 
their estates for a life support in the house. 

The revenues of this foundation exceeded those of any other cell in 
Bngland, and even of some abbeys. Tanner, quoting the MS. Register 



LEOMINSTER CHURCH. 

of fijward ton, Bkhop ef Hereford, states tbetr yearly aflioilHt t» 1536 
to have been 666L 19s. Sd., of -which 448/. 4s. 8d. were paid to Reading 
and in other Nprlses.. 

The present Church consists principally of a splendid body, of the 
Pointed style of architecture, united on the north side to the more an- 
cient Parish Church ,and its Tower, as shewn in Plate I. The chief 
entrance is through the Tower, by a Western deorwiay, beneath a semi- 
circular arch,' having zigzag and billet mouldings, the lower members of 
which, with the exception of zigzag course, are slightly pointed. The 
capitals of the columns are curiously wrought with scroll-like foliage, 
doves, lions, lilies, &c. Over the door-way is a round-headed window, 
now partly blocked up ; but the upper windows 6f the Tower are point- 
ed. At the south-western angle of the Tower is a projecti6n, resem- 
bling a buttress, in which is a flight of steps leading to the top. The 
great western window of Ihe Church displays some handsome tracery; 
its principal mullions are supported, in a singular manner, by iron cramps,^ 
which extend from buttresses connected with the basement story, but 
detached above it, and terminated by pinnacles. The mouldingsr BikA 
centre mulUon of another window at the west end of the Church; to the 
north of that just described, are enriched with a curious ornament, ap(>a- 
rently representing the unblown calyx of a flower. The five windowir 
on the south side of the Church all resembled this origtnaRy, but two 
of them requiring to be repaired in 1B12, were altered into a plafaieir 
style. Between the roof of the choir and that of the old Church, or norift 
aisle, is a small bell tower, surmounted by a crocketted pinnacle. 

The interior of the old Church is delineated in Plate II. : its floor is 
much raised; its columns are short and massive, of the Anglo-Norman 
period : over the arclies they sustain is a range of blank arches, sup- 
ported by rectangular pilasters, each of which includes two smaller 
arches of the same description, with their pilasters. Above these is a 
series of rectangular compartments, having their superior angles canted 
off, some of which open into windows. This division of the Chtlrch is 
separated from the less ancient structure, in the Pointed style, by a 
wall, galleries, and wainscotting, which are built over another range of 
the ancient columns. ' . 

There were three chantries in this Church, to each of which a priest' 
was appropriated; viz. the chantry of St Mary, that of the Trinity ser- 
vice, and that of the service of our Lady of Pity, otherwise called the 
Chantry of PhiKp ap Morgan's Lands. Many altars were also dedicated 
to the service of particular saints, as well in this Parish C^ul-ch as in that 
of the Priory. The charter granted by Bobert, Bishop of Hereford, ' 
soon after 1136, announces the consecratiotk of the altars of the Holy' 
Cross, in the Parish Churchy with that of those dedicated to St Mary 
Magdalene, St Margaret, and St Ka&aride. ' 

In I3d9, t new roof was made to Ae Chancel of the Boly Cro»»^ 



tEOMINBTER CHUHCH. 

On XoT. 18» IQ&^ a fire deiiroyed the whde intefibr of the eastern 
part of the Church » which was rebuilt a few years afterwardai iu a atyle 
altogether incongruous to the remaining portions of the ancient edifice ; 
being supported by four large columns of the Tuscan order. The length 
of the entire Churchy which is also that of the most ancient part» the 
north or back aisle, as it is called, is 126 feet ; its total width is 124 feet, 
and its height 52 feet» while a noUe Tower 4o the north-west rises td 
the elevation of 99 feet. 

The body of the Church is regularly pewed with oak ; oret the CiNi^ 
munion Table is a fine Altar-piece^ after Rubens, the subject being the 
Lord's Supper; on each side of which are Tables with the Ten Com- 
mandments, in gilt letters ; also Moses and Aaron ; and, lastly, the 
Lord's Prayer and the Be|ief, with a glory over the Altar-piece. At the 
west end is the Font, over which is Ihe organ, erected in 1737. 

The ancient monuments in this Church were destroyed by the fire and 
consequent fall of the east end in 1699 ; it would appear, from the scanty 
notices of them giyen by Blount and other antiquaries, that there were 
few of importance. 

The following account of an ancient inscription, formerly in this 
Church, is given by Price, in his Historical and Topographical Account 
of Leominster. 

'' Coppie of the inscripsione found by me John Hackbtyte, of Eaton, in 
Herefordshire, uppon a brassen plate on the wall of the south side of the 
T^hirche of Leominster, in the said countie of Hereford, 1502. AU the 
letters were cut oute in brasian plate, andfaestened upon a timbre lette 
into the wall, and have been washed otoer with white, at such time the 
said Chirche had been cleaned. 

" My foremost fiitbers did bfuild upon this my town, and at Kendmford, and 
Meadwellhamstede, and Lincoln, and Leicester, and Kenelmworth, and 
Clint, and Kenelmstrone, and Winchcombe, and Hereford, and Sutton, and 
Kenchester, and Westminster, and Verulum, and Nottinghame, and War- 
wick, and Gloucester, and Stanford, aiid Berkeley, and Tewlesbmy, and 
Bunoown, and Tamworth, aid Edetbuty, and Sempringham, and linoolne, 
aad Criebelme bis Ley, and Off-Cburdu Cbiist loved me, and was. my 
most, righteous defence always. I have lored Christ, and for his love my 
lands I forsook (i. e. gave) but my Kingsland and also my Kenehnwortii, I 
do not forgive (i. e. give) I am Christ's Kenelme, and Kenelmbald is my 
'^ Kinsman at Clinton.*' 

(AM til Saxon characters.) Nj 

'< An explanation at large of this monument/' observes Mr. Price/ ** is* 
in the Addenda to Weaver's Funeral Monuments^ by which it appears, 
that die person to whom diis inscription did belong, was descended from, 
the ancient Saxon Kings, and (fied about the year 1060. Bis ancestors 
had a castle in the nei^bourhood of Leominster, the site of which may 
be traced: it was called Kenefanbaldston; by abbreviation, Kimbddton. 
The way to it firdm Leominster b weB known by the namcof the Comish 
Way.** 
. s 
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Blomit, in his MS. cdlecCions for the History of Herefordshire, meno 
tioBs «a alabaster figure of a lady in die old Church, but without in- 
scription or arms. It is said |o hare represented a great benefactress 
to the Church and Town, probably, according to Price, Matilda Mow- 
bray, whose charter to the men of Leominster, is still extant. 
• There are no modem monuments of particular interest in tiie Church. 
In ^ Churchyard is the tomb of Mr. John Ward, many years manager 
of a company of comedians, and grandfather of the late Mr. John Kemble 
wd of Mrs. SiddoDS. It bears the following inscription : 

** Here waiting tor dur Saviour's great assize. 

And hoping thro' his merits hence to rise. 

In glorioas mode, in this dark closet lies 

John Waid, OmA. 

Who died Oct. 30, 1773, 

Aged 69. 

Also, Sarah his wife, who died 

Jan. 30, 178a. Aged 75 years.'* 

In the Churchyard are also memorials for Mrs. Joan Seward, who 
died in 1767, and Mrs. Wheel, in 1792, both aged 103; also of Mar- 
garet Mapp, who died in L802, aged 107 ; and of Betty Vexry, near 
Leominster, in 1819, aged 109. 

The living is a discharged Vicarage, valued in the filing's books at 
10/. 3f. ed. The King is the Patron. In 1031, the celebrated dissen- 
ter, JohnTombes, was appointed Vicar; he was driven from Leominster 
in 1641 by the King's forces, but returned hither, after undergoing many 
vicissitudes of fortune, a short time prior to the Restoration. Soon after 
that event, however, being apprehensive of persecution, and having 
married a rich widow, he retired from the clerical profession, and went 
to reside at Salisbury, where he died in 1676, aged 73. W. Whittle, 
who succeeded him in the Vicarage, is recorded to have had nineteen 
children by one wife. 

The Priory was situated to the north-east of the present Church, on 
the littlts river Pinsley. Some of the buildings are yet standing ; among 
them is the Priory Hous^e, which has undergone various alterations 
since the Dissolution. Lord Coningsby had it fitted up for a comity 
gaol, thinking he had interest sufficient to remove the assizes from Here- 
ford to Leominster. It was afterwards rented by the Corporation, and, 
in 1717 or 1718, made into a Mansion-house for the Bailiff of the town. 
It has since been converted into a house of industry for the poor of Leo- 
minster. The Oil Mill on the Priory Green was the Corn Mill belong- 
ing to the Priory. The name of an adjoining meadow, now called Aim- 
buerjf CloK, designates the site of another of the conventual buildings. 
The unevenness of the ground, to the eastward of the present Church, 
is supposed to mark the foundations of the Priory Church, whieh» ac- 
cording to Leland, " wa^ here joyp^ to the east end of the parocb 
chirche, and was but a small t^fge." 

4 
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1 HE effect of this venerable pile, when seen from a distance, is ex- 
tremely grand and imposing ; situated upon an eminence, its massive 
towers rise with majestic splendour above the houses of the ancient town, 
which is known to have had its first importance under the Romans by 
the name of Verulam, but to have afterwards increased, chiefly under 
the protecting influence of the successive Abbots of this rich and pow- 
erful monastery. The almost regal splendour of those priests, who here 
ruled with absolute sway a large community, and who held in early times 
the very first place amongst the spiritual Lords of the Realm, by virtue 
of their extensive baronial territories, is easily pictured in the imagi- 
nation. But as the outline of the building becomes more defined, and 
a nearer approach displays the ivy mantled walls, and other indications 
of the former extent of their lordly accommodation, mouldering fast 
away, while the vast magnitude, combined with the simplicity of ma- 
terial and decoration, of the sacred edifice, which remains, sufficiently 
denotes its great antiquity, the prospect forces upon the mind a melan- 
choly train of reflection on the instability of human institutions. 

Monastic foundations had their origin in this country about the time of 
St. Augustine, who came from Rome to convert the Pagan Saxons to the 
religion of Christ; and when Offa ascended the throne of Mercia, in 755, 
about twenty great monasteries had been founded in England, and about 
the same number of Episcopal Sees established ; Offa's zeal prompted 
him to do what many of his crowned predecessors had done before him ; 
but being undetermined whom to select as the patron saint of his esta- 
blishment, while he was at the city of Bath, it is recorded that an angel 
appeared to him in the silence of the night, and admonished him to raise 
out of the earth the body of Alban, the first British martyr under the 
Dioclesian Persecution, and place his remains in a suitable shrine. The 
very memory of Alban had been lost for 340 years, but the king assem- 
bling his clergy and people at Verulam, they commenced their search 
for his body with prayer, fasting, and alms, when a ray of fire was seen 
by all to stand over the place of burial, like the star that conducted the 
Magi to Bethlem. The ground was opened, and in the presence of Ofla 
the body of the Protomartyr Alban was found. The king is said to have 
placed a circlet of gold round the skull of the deceased, with an inscrip- 
tion to signify his name and title, and immediately caused the remains of 
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the saint to be conyeyed to a small chapel, without the walls of Vein- 
lam, until a more noble ed^ce could be raised. This transaction is 
stated to have occurred on the Ist of August in 701, four hundred and 
ninety-four years after the suffering of* Alban. The king afterwards made 
a journey to Rome to procure the desired privileges to his intended foun- 
dation, which the Pope granted, with great commendations of his zeal 
and piety ; when he undertook to build a stately church and monastery 
to the memory of St. Alban, and that same year he set about the work. 

The principal endowment made by Offa, was his manor and palace of 
Winslow, in Buckinghamshire, for which estate he procured the singu- 
lar privilege of exemption from the tax of Rome, scot, or Peterpence. 
Willegod, a very religious man, who was bom of a noble family, and 
related to the king, was placed over the whole body as the first Abbot, 
or Superior. 

., At the death of Offa, in 794, Willegod was in complete possession of 
this new government, and had established the rule of his house. One 
hundred monks had been selected out of other religious houses, chiefly 
from that of Bee, in Normandy, and were now under the vow and obli- 
gation of the Order of St. Benedict, which compelled them to live in the 
observance of the most rigid chastity, to have no possessions of their own, 
and to pay obedience to their Abbot. Their dress was a long black gar- 
inent, loose and ungirded, beneath which they wore a close white tunic 
of woollen, and a hair shirt, a cowl hung back on their shoulders, and 
their legs were covered with boots. In their diet they were compelled 
to abstain from all flesh, except when sick. 

The Abbots, who continued to preside over this ancient and royal 
foundation until the dissolution, were in niimber forty. By grant from 
Pope Adrian IV. they took precedence of all others in England. 



1. Willegod, elected 791, died 794. 

2. Eadric. 

3. Vulsig. 

4. Vulnoth. 

5. ^dfrid. 

6. Ulsinus. 

7. ^Ifric, the first of that name. 

8. £aldre4. 

9. Eadmer. 

10. Leofric, elected 993, ob/ lOOC. 

11. ^llfric, the second. 

12. Leofstan. 

13. Frederic, elected 1066, died 

1076. 

14. Paul, elected 1077, died 1093. 
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15. Richard D'Aubeny, elected 

1097, died 1119. 

16. Geoffrey de Gorham, elected 

1119, died 1146. 

17. Ralph de Gobion , elected 1140, 

died in July, 1161. 

18. Robertde Gorham, electedl 161. 

ob. 20th Oct. 1 166. 

19. Symon, elected 1168, died 1183. 

20. Warren,elected 1183, died 1196. 

21. John de Studham, elected 1196, 

died 1214. 

22. William deTrumpington, elect- 

ed 20th Nov. 1215, died 24th 
Feb. 1235. 
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23. John de Hertford, elected 9th 
Sept 1235, died 17th April, 
1260. 

24* Roger de Norton, elected Dec*. 
1268, died 1290. 

25. John de Berkhamstead, elected 

1291, died 15th Nov. 1301 . 

26. John Maryns, elected 1302, 

died March 1308. 

27. Hugo de Eversden, elected 

1308, died 1326. 

28. Richard de Wallingford, elect- 

ed 30th Oct. 1326, died May 
1335. 

29. Michael de Men temore, elected 

1335, died 1349. 

30. Thomas de la Mare, elected 

1349, died 15th Sept. 1396, 
ttt. 88. 

31. John Moote,elected 1396, died 

11th Nov. 1400. 

32. William Heyworth, elected 

1401, resigned in 1420, 



33. John Whetliamsted, elected 

1420, resigned 26th Nov. 
1440. 

34. John Stoke, elected 1440, died 

1451. 
John Whethamsted, re-elected 1451, 
died 20th January, 1460. 

35. William Alban, elected 25th 

Feb. 1460,diedlstJuly,1476. 

36. William Wallingford, elected 

10th Aug. 1476, died 8th 
Aug. 1484. 

37. Thomas Ramryge, elected 

1492, died about 1523. 

38. Cardinal Wolsey, appointed to 

hold the Abbacy, in com- 
mendam, 1523, died 2Qd Nov. 
1530. 

39. Robert Catton, succeeded 1531, 

died 1538. 

40. Richard Boreman, appointed 

1538, resigned 5th Dec. 1539. 



The last Abbot, who had been Prior of Norwich, was chosen by the 
Foyal interest, being appointed only to present an appearance of ab- 
batical rule and government, and to execute with a better grace the in- 
tentions of the king and parliament, which had now been brought to ma- 
turity. On the 5th of December, 1539, Sir Thomas Pope, accompanied 
by the king's visitors, came to the Abbey, when Boreman, on sight of 
their warrant, immediately signed his resignation, and delivered up the 
Abbey Seal, thus giving up the possession of a revenue estimated at 
above 2,500i. per annum, according to Speed. Boreman obtained an an- 
aual pension of 266/. 135. 4d, the prior 33/., 6^. 8c/> and thirty-eight 
monks smaller sums. Sir Richard Lee, Kt., 8th February, 1540, ob- 
tained a grant of the site of the Monastery, together with the Church of 
St. Andrew, as a recompense for arrears of pay due for military services. 
The king had reserved in his hands the whole Abbey Church, which was 
jitill used as a place of worship, but remained in the possession of the 
4STOwn until the charter of incorporation given to the town of St Albans, 
in 1553, by Edward VI., at which time the king sold it to the towns- 
men for 400/. Before this charter was granted. Sir Richard Lee had 
actually pulled down and sold the principal part of the materials of the 
venerable Monastery and all its buildings. 
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PLATE L THE SOUTH SIDE OF THP CHUKCH, EXTERIOR. 

The most perfect view of ibis stately edifice is obt$dned from tbe: 
meadows on the south side of the Abbey. It is constructed in form of 
a cross, extending from east to west five hundred and thirty*nine feet,: 
and from the extremity of the north transept to that of the souUi, the 
church occupies one hundred and seventy-four feet; the. height of the 
centre tower is considered to be one hundred and forty-four feet; the 
material of which the fabric is constructed is various, much of the old 
part is brick, or tile plaistered, stone and flint is also used. ][t should be 
observed that the church does not stand precisely true to the ppinta 
of the compass, but that the chancel-end inclines considerably towards 
the south, which circumstance is by no means uncommon. . The most 
ancient part of the building is evidently that towards the centre, which 
may be with certainty assigned to the Norman Abbot, Paul, who was 
appointed, through the interest of his kinsman Lanfranc, to the Monas-i 
tery, in 1077, the twelfth year of the reign of William the Conqueror. 
Mathew Paris, a monk of St. Albans, positively states that the present 
Church was begun to be erected, and a great part of the edifice built by 
Paul during the first eleven years of his rule, and that it was dedicated 
by his successor. Abbot Richard D'Aubeny,.in 1115, the 16th year of 
the reign of Henry I. Archbishop Lanfranc was a great benefactor to 
the Abbey, he not only assisted Paul with large sums to rebuild his 
Churchy but endowed the same with lands and manors. Vide ** New- 
combe's History of the Abbey of St Albans," to which work W0 have 
referred for the principal historical facts. 

John de Studham, the twenty-first Abbot, in the reign of King Johu> 
commenced the rebuilding of the West Front, and received of his pre- 
decessor. Abbot Warren, one hundred marks for th^t purpose. The 
work, however, proceeded but slowly, and was at length completed by 
his successor in the Abbacy, William de Trumpington, wlU> also made 
additions to the centre Tower, and erected substantial buttresses from 
the foundation up to the battlements, thereby strengthening the walb« 
and increasing the beauty of its appearance. He at the same time en- 
larged the windows at the ends of the Transepts, adding so much light, 
that the Church assumed a more splendid appearance, and seemed 
wholly re-edified under his care. 

The Tower is divided into three stories, and is supported at the angles 
by massive buttresses, which terminate in circular turrets, the whole em- 
battled, and Surmounted by a small taper spire, a peculiar feature ia 
the churches of this county. The first story of the Toif er, below the 
battlements, contains, on each face, two double windows, within a semi** 
circular headed arch ; the upper part of which b filled with triangular 
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billets, having open spaces between them. In this part of the Tower 
the bells are hung. Below thi» is a series of four arches, each divided by 
short massive columns, forming a kind of open gallery, intended to 
lighten the appearance of the Tower, which below this compartment is 
nearly plain. The Transepts are evidently of the same sera as tlie centre 
Tower, with the exception of the large windows at the ends, which we 
have noticed to have been subsequently added. 

On the south side was originally situated the Cloisters, and the resi- 
dences of the Monks, the Grand Entrance to the Abbey, from Sopwell, 
being anciently on the south-east; nine pointed arches, indicating the ex- 
tent of the Cloisters, remain on the south wall of the Nave of the Church. 
In the Clerestory is a series of lancet-headed arches, extending to the 
west end, which, it is most probable, were originally glazed. Few win- 
dows now appear, and those are irregular in their forms, and various in 
their dates. 

This side of the venerable and majestic Church is at present disgracedP 
by a building immediately abutting against its sacred walls, betraying 
in its erection a violation of taste and feeling, at a time too, when exer- 
tion is made to lay open to public view the most remarkable specimens of 
ecclesiastical architecture in the kingdom. Far from any persona^re- 
flections on the proprietor, we must feel it our duty to mark, with proper 
indignation, encroachments of this nature. Such buildings ought al- 
ways to be detached, in order to display the pristine dignity of the sacred 
pile. This building has been, of course, omitted in our view, Plfl^ I^ 

The West Front of the Abbey Church still bears an imposing jfira dig- 
nified character, though deprived of much of its ornamental particulars. 
This portion of the building was completed in the latter end of the* reign 
of King John. A bold pointed arch of entrance leads to a\^p porch, 
or Oallilee, within which is the door, in two divisions, finely carved. The 
interior of the Porch is divided by slender pillars of Sussex marble, sup- 
porting sharp-pointed arches, and other tracery, a Ma specimen of ihe 
early pointed style. The moulding of the large octter arch terminates in ^ 
two human heads, and above it are sculptured the arms JF^the Abbey, 
and of Offa, king of Mercia, the founder. 

Two Porches, which formerly opened from the West Fi 
North and South Aisles, are now stopped up on the exterioi 
also constructed in the early pointed style, and exhibit some fim 
columns of Petworlh marble, with jich foliaged capitals, &c. 
Porch is the Great West Window, '^t 

PLATE 11. VIEW OF THE NAVE, LOOKING WEST. 

Itk this View we have chosen a point from whence the singular diver- 
sity of the architecture, in this interesting portion of the building, may 
be observed. From the great arch which supports the Tower, to the west 
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end of the Churchy are twelve piers, or colamns, on each side, and thirteen 
arches, each, about twelve feet in span. 

The four arches on the north side, towards the west, are supported on 
a cluster of stone columns, attached to an octangular pier, and are 
pointed. These are constructed iu the style of the thirteenth century, and 
may be assigned to the Abbot, John de Studham, whose work was com- 
pleted by his successor, William de Trumpington, while the massive 
pier on the right of the View, and, like the continuation eastward, sup- 
porting plain semicircular arches, marks the earlier period of the Nor- 
man Abbot Paul. On the south side of the Nave, the same variety in 
the architecture is observed. Over the large arches is a Triforium, or 
Crallery, composed of a range corresponding with the lower, and over 
that a third range of arches, which rises to the roof, the piers are fluted 
in the upper coniparlment. 

The lower part of the Great West Window is now stopped up; like the 
^tier above it, it was in nine divisions, which are again subdivided into 
eighteen, towards the top of the window. No painted glass is remaining; 
but we may well suppose it was originally adorned with that splendid 
material. On the south side of the entrance is a small Tablet, to the 
memory of Francis Carter NiccoU, who died, 1st June, 1782, aet 58, 
and others of his famOy. 

The Ceiling of the Nave is boarded, and was the work of Abbot 
Whethampsted, in 1428. The ribs form, by their intersection, square 
compartments, and are supported on trusses of very coarse workmanship ; 
tife wbole is painted. Within each panel is a wreath, inclosing the ini- 
tials 31* ^* ^«> "^ \dx%^ white letters. Near the second column from 
the west, in the pavement, is a marble slab, with indents of a figure, the 
brass of which is now gone, said to be a memorial of the celebrated Sir 
John M^deville, a native of this town, who travelled into Tartary, &c. 
about the year 1322. He died in 1371. 

PLATE III. VBI^ ACROSS THE EAST END OF THE NAATE, SHEWING 

SAINT CUTHBERT'S SCREEN. 
The Arehes of the*Nave seen in this view vary considerably in their 
decoration from those previously described, as well as from the arches on 
the norttt or oppoiiite side of the screen, which crosses the Nave at the 
entrand^PR' the Choir, where they are found to be plain and semicircular, 
springing from massive piers constructed of brick, or, as it is called, 
Roman tile, plastered over; this tile is of exquisite hardness, surpassing 
stone in durability, but bearing no Ornament whatever. On the contrary, 
the columns and arches seen in our view are embellished with very bold 
and rich mouldings, terminating in finely sculptured heads, of an abbot, 
a king, a queen, and a bishop; above them is a string course ornamented 
with roses, and above the columns are shields of Arms, bearing the in- 
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signia of the Abbey, of Mercia, of England, of Edward the Coofessror, 
and of France. Above the larger arches is a series of ornamented arches, 
springing from clustered columns, the capitals of which are sculptured 
into foliage, and the spandrils pierced. The arches of the third, or upper 
range, are also pointed, and decorated in a similar manner ; this portion 
is constructed of Tottenhoe stone, as is also St. Cuthbert's screen, which 
is recorded to have been erected upon the following occasion. Richard 
D'Aubeny, 16th Abbot, being present at Durham, when the body of St. 
Cuthbert was there deposited, was restored to health by miracle ; on his 
return to St. Albans he built this choir-screen, and adjoining to it, on the 
'west side, a Chapel, dedicated to St. Cuthbert. The western side of the 
screen is adorned with canopies, terminating in rich finials, below which 
are niches, and on the south side a piscina : at each end of the screen 
are pointed arch doorways, opening into that part of the Choir called the 
Baptistry, from the font being placed there. On the north side of the 
screen appears the remains of a tomb and a piscina ; the whole has been 
mutilated, and the parts obscured by whitewash. Originally the shrine 
of their patron saint, St. Alban, elevated behind the great altar, was 
visible to the view of the whole Choir and congregation from this part. 
The organ of the church is now placed over it. 

The Monument, in the South Aisle, seen in our view, is to the me- 
mory of William Atkinson of Doncaster, who died, 25th January, 1763, 
set 30, &c. &c,, near which is a mural monument to John Thrale, Esq., 
who died on 15th May, 1704, with busts of him and of his wife Mar- 
garet; on the opposite side of the Aisle, is a tablet to W. King, of Fine- 
shade, who died, 10th May, 1766. The roof, at the west-end of the 
South Aisle, is of open timber, but towards the east end it is groined 
stone ; the windows are pointed, and in two divisions. The outer wall 
of the North Aisle is of Norman architecture, but pointed windows have 
be.eii subsequently inserted, differing in style from those on the south, 
9tio4 slitt containing a few fragments of painted glass, chiefly armorial. 

PLATE IV. VIEW OF THE CHOIR, LOOKING WEST. 

This plate exhibits, in a prominent manner, the earliest portion of the 
architecture of this noble pile, consisting of the interior of the great 
centre tower, at the intersection of the transepts ; the four vast and un- 
adome'd piers, of Roman tile, that support the fabric, are surmounted 
by large semicircular arches, above which is a range of small arches, 
with double openings to a gallery round the tower, under the belfry. The 
ceiling is of groined timber, and is painted in a florid pattern : in the cen- 
tre is a circular opening with wooden balustrades. The large piers have 
been deprived of a portion of their bases to admit of the pews, erected 
about the time of Charles II. : opposite the pulpit are hung the achieve* 
ments of the late Earl and Countess of Spencer. 
7 
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Both the transepts are of Anglo-Norman architecture, similar in cha- 
racter to the centre tower. In the arched recesses, which appear on each 
aide of the South Transept, were formerly chapels, with altars to the 
Holy Mary, St Simeon, Thomas de la Mare, and St. John; in that of St. 
Simeon are the remains of three stone coffins, dug up a few years ago. 
The large South Window was demolished in a violent storm that hap- 
pened in the year 1709, when its place was filled by the wooden frame, 
now remaining. In the wall beneath the window is an ancient oak-door, 
with curiously worked iron hinges, opening to a short covered passage, 
leading most probably to the Abbot's Chambers, which were formerly 
near the clouters : at this end is a mural monument, representing a 
short column, surmounted by a yase, to the memory of Henry Pye 
Rich, Esq., one of the commissioners for the treaty with America, who 
died, 16th July, .1800, set. 73, also a tablet for Mary, widow of James 
Tippet, Esq., ob. 4th May, 1815, set. 69. On the west side, is another 
tablet for Ptolemy James, A. M., ob. 1729, with a long Latin inscrip- 
tion to his memory. On the floor are many slabs, with indents of por- 
traits, arms, and legends, firom which the brasses appear to have been 
long since removed. 

In the North Transept the large end window is divided by stone 
transoms and muUions into seven divisi<ms, three in the centre, and two 
on each side, and is really handsome ; the arch, considering its early 
date, is rather flat In this part of the church were formerly altars to 
St Hugh, St Patem, the apostles, and also the shrine of St Amphibal. 
The body of St Am^ibal, thie instructor of St Alban, was found in 
1178, and brought from Redbum Green to the Abbey, where it was 
preserved, enclosed in a shrine on the north side of the High Altar. It 
was afterwards moved from the apsis of the church to this aisle, in the 
time of Abbot Trumpington. 

The martyrdom of Amphibal is painted in colours, now considerably 
faded, on the centre of the roof; in the other divisions is a series of 
arms of the principal baronial families in the kingdom. Arms, dso, form 
the decoration of the ceiling of the south transept 

Against the north wall of this transept is a monument, represent- 
ing a sarcophagus, over which reclines a weeping female figure, but 
badly sculptured, to the memory of Christopher Rawlinson, Esq. of 
Cark Hall, Cartmell, ob. 1733 ; and, on the west side, are tablets to 
Joseph Haadley, Mayor of this town, who died 11th February, 1782, 
and to John Handley, ob. 26th July, 1742. 

PLATE V. THE ALTAR SCREEN, ERECTED BY ABBOT WALLINGFORD, 

1480. 

This most beautiful specimen of the florid style of architecture, erected 
in the reign of Edward IV., was intended to veil the shrine of St. 
8 
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'Albany which formerly stood in the presbytery behind the High A]tac« 
and to be the means of creating a new degree of respect and veneration 
tor the patron naint, whose relics^ about the time of its erection, were 
▼isited with greater solemnity, and allowed to be seen but rarely. Al- 
though it is generally called WaUtngfordM Screen, there can be little 
doubt that it was originally designed by Abbot Whethamsted, whose ar- 
morifld badge is sculptured upon it ; it is also surmised that the screen 
was begun to be erected in the abbacy of Alban, and was completed 
by Abbot Wallingford about the year 1480 ; the es^pense of the whole, 
which is entirely composed of stone, including the statues with which it 
was formerly adorned, was 1100 marks. The workmanship is certainljr 
of the choicest kind, and though a considerable alteration has been made 
in the centre or principal compartment, the design is altogether so pure, 
and the general e£fect so little injured by the partial mutilation^ that i| 
Jiow remains one of the noblest efforts of skill, and a triumphant display 
of the inimitable excellences of that peculiar style of architecture iv 
^hich it is constructed, decidedly the most appropriate to the situation 
where it is placed. 

In our representation of this interesting composition, necessarily in- 
troduced, upon a small scale, a due regard to the general effect has not 
induced the slightest neglect of the ornamental decoration that pervades 
the whole subject, which is endeayoured to be made as conspicuously 
prominent as it appears in its masterly original. The Chancel is ascend* 
ed by four steps, and in the centre, where the altar formerly stood, bear- 
ing not only the pix, but massive candlesticks, rich reliquaries, flower- 
pots,. Sec. &c. is now placed the more simple communion table of oak^ 
represented in the plate, covered with a cloth. This table is of very an- 
cient date, and is inscribed with the names of the four evangelists, in old 
JEoglish characters ; above it is very neatly painted the Decalogue, with 
the Lord's Prayer and Creed. That part of the screen, immediately over, 
consists of a series of twelve small canopies surmounting pedestals, in 
nicl^es, which might possibly have been intended for little statues of the 
apostles in silver, or other precious metal. Over these is the large space, 
before alluded to, of more modem workmanship than the rest, and, not 
executed with corresponding delicacy ; * where originally was probably 
sculptured a portion of the life of St. Alban, or perhaps the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. The subject, whatever it might have been, was con- 
sidered as superstitious, and was defaced at the refotmation of religion ; 
its place has been supplied in after-times by panelling, loaded with 
crockets, besides which, at the spring of the arches, below the middle 
transom, are cherubim heads. Five very rich canopies form the sum-* 
mit of this division of the screen ; the centre supported hy a console or 
bracket. In each side division of the screen is a pointed arch doorway, 
oyer one of which is sculptured the arms of Whethamsted, and over 
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Ae other, (he-mnui of Fraace and 'SDgbuidf qaaitorly. Tbree.lkr of 
large caoopied niclieti, oa each ode, origiaallf held sixteen stotaea, wfakh 
assesiUage of varied figures omisI have pradBoed a most kapoauig aad 
gorgeoas effiact The sereea b niore lofty thaa is asoal ia atniilar woifcs 
of art, and is crowned b j a rich projecting moidding, boldly seoIptiiiBd 
with foliage, teminated above by a very delicate opcH-wodk parapet, 
aiinnte in its omanentfl, and like tfie rest of tins splendid piodflictioB of 
masonic skill in singular preserration. 

On the south side of the chancel, dose to the altar-4creen, is Ae 
monument of John Whethamsted, Abbot of this Monastery, wito died 
January M, 1460, in the last year of the reign of Henry VI. His pa- 
ternal name was Bostock, but, according to a custom amongst ecclesi- 
astics, he received the appellation of Whetimmsted, from the place of 
fais birth, and became one of the most frunons in the annals of this royal 
foundation. He was educated at Gloucester Ck>llege, Oxford, of whieh 
he was Prior, when he was elected to the rule and government of Si 
Albans, on the resignation of Abbot Heyworth, in 1421. The Abbey 
Church, which had been neglected by his predecessors, very eaiiy en* 
gaged his attention, and for the most worthy purposes, he adopted Ihe 
policy of admitting knights and even ladies into the fraternity, tfM» en- 
couraging the rich and great to become interested for the safely attd 
prosperity of the institution. In tiie year 1428, above thirty persons'of 
consideration took on them the Rule of the fraternity, all of whom con- 
tributed to the repurs of the church. The roof of the Choir bears evi- 
dent marks* of haviug been erected during his government ; between 4he 
^groins is alternately painted ^e eagle of St Matthew and the Agnus Dei, 
and over thfe great east arch of the tower appears die arms of the Abbey, 
azwre, a saltier or, supported by the lamb and the eagle, and sturmounted 
by a crown, over which is inscribed ^mtnt, M^iftttCt* On tiie dearter 
side is a shield bearing, guks, three crowm or, the arms of Mercia ; and, 
on die sinister, another shield, bearing, quarterfyf ^^det nnd or, four 
ItwM rampant cauf^reharged. Below, upon a large scr(M, ave these 
Unes, allttding to Whethamsted, who was the sixth abbot of the ^ name 
of John. 

&it nbitmqvit Utt^ ^tt ptttu^ nt agnn^ et alti 
<f ffigte^ Qperi^ i^ejrtt jpatri^ t^ta ^ofianntj^ 
€0t bel in toto jutai^i^e be! mfadenbo 
€^t tipui^ |)0( unum cau^abtt eum £actentlu^ 

In 1440, alter he had ruled the Abbey of St Albans twenty years, he 

was induced from prudendal motives to resign the mitre, in consequence 

of die mislbitttnes which seemed impending over his very excellent friend 

' and benefactor Humphrey, Duke of Gloucester ; the abbot havinig t;ood 

reason to diiidc that the duke's foes woold^carrydieir malice so far as 
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(0 nan Ids adh efC B to : on the Mth of Nofwrt xr, ia thftt year, John 
Stdce, Prior of Wallin^ord> was appointed bis saceessor ; but, upon his 
death, in 1461» Whethamsted was ananimoosly re-chosen. The mil war 
between the houses of YotIl and Lancaster raged dariag his second mle^ 
and, in 1465, the first battle of St Albans was decided. King Henry YI. 
lefk London with about two thousand men, for the purpose of impeding 
the march of Richard, Duke of York, from the north, with a body of 
three thousand troops ; the latter encamped in Key field, on the east 
side of the town, while the King took post in Peter Street, where the as- 
sault was made by the Duke's asmy, when a great conflict ensued Hm 
King's forces fled and left their sovereigtt, who, being discoTered by the 
Dnke of York, was led prisener to the Abbey, from whence he was the 
next day conveyed to London. The greater part of the bodies of the 
riain, iiAioh were thickly strewed about the town, were interred at 41 
Peter's; but the chief nobles, who feU on the L ancastrian side, were 
buried with funeral hottomrs in tiie Chapel of St Mary, within the Abbey 
Oburch, permission having been granted, at the inteiceskion of Abbot 
WheAimsted ; tiiere is not however remaining any awmorial to distin- 
guish the particular spot 

On the right hand of the plate, tepiesenting the grand screen in the 
^chancel, is seen n small portion of the beautiful monumental Chapel, 
which Abbot Whelhamsted> in contemplation of his latter end, caused 
to be^^reeted on the south side of the Altar. It oocupies the space be- 
neatii one of the great arches of the Choir ; the tiddy ornamented ca- 
nopy fonniag the roof, is supported by a flatly painted aich, the soflit of 
wUch is adorned with pendants, terminating in small armorial bosses, 
Mieately wroiq^ht, bearing the badges otihe rose, mthm tki gorier; tke 
rottp «n ssfei/, &c &c. Within this oratory the abbot had provided fcr 
the due celebration of masses for the welfiwe of his souL The large giey 
marble slab which covered his remmns, has been deprived of the brass 
c<mtaining his portrait; bnt^ witii the exception of this mutiatiott, tiie 
CSmpel is still in fine preservation, and is one of tiiose objects that will 
always render the Church of St Albans interesting to the man of taiAe 
as well as the antiquary* 

Immediately above the arch, on the outer face of the monument, is a 
very bold floriated cornice, upon which are three large shields of arms, 
'viz. 1. A iaUier, Abbey of St Albans. 2. A chemtm between three bmiekes 
ef wheat, three ean in eocft, Abbot Whethamsted. 3. Three crowns. 
Kingdom of Afercia. The moulding is also sculptured with the Abbot's 
Bad^, three eareef wheat, several times repeated, accompanied by this 
motto, in large letters, VUlIlejl fjabtmMriMlllt* Above the moulding is 
a senes of quatrefoib charged with reeeSf mkree emdreied hf tare of 
wkent, the armeoftke Ahbeg, ofltkreia, ice ftc. ; tiie whole sarmounted 
' by a very elegantiy wrought cornice, tenninating in vine leaves. 
11 
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' On tbe wall, over (ke.MMilh side , or back of Hm monument^ toWanb the: 
AifHe, is painted the foUewiog iBscription :— 

jrOHAKKES 

BE LOCO FRUHENTARIO 

QUIS JACET HIC? PATER ILLE JOHANNES, NOinNA MAGNA 

CUI WHETHAMSTEMO PARVtJLA VILLA DEBIT 

TRITICIX IK TUMT7L0 SIGN ANT QUOQUE NOMEN ARISTiE 

VITAM RES CLARiE, NON HONTJHENTA NOTANT. 

The north side of the Chancel is occupied by a monunieiit of corre«T 
poodent elegance, bnt more elaborate, in its ornamental decoration. This 
very beautiful sepulchral Chapel is seen in perspective iipon the left* 
hand of the Altar Screen, in Plate V. ; it. is a singularly fine specimen of 
tiie scientific taste which the ecclesiastical rulers of the monastic insti- 
tutions are sometimes found to have poifsessed and encoyiraged. Thi^ 
monument would do credit to the first architect of any period c^ ^Bo^ish 
History, and a conteipplation of the multiplied fancy displayed in its en- 
jichments, is enoiigh tp make some, possessed of great names, bli^h at 
the poverty of invention to be discovered in their designs. 

Jn this Ch^ntryj^ which has been suffered to remain in good presberva- 
. tioD, all the sculptured allusions refejr to the name or office of the abbot, 
to be commemorated, of whose personal history little is now. known* 
Thomas Ramryge was elected to the i^bbacy in the year 1492, the 811| 
of the reign of. Henry YII. ;. his appellation is supposed ^ have been 
derived from Ramryge, a place, so called, about, eight miles |rom hence, 
where it is npt in^probaMe he was bprn, and it is imagined ^at he con- 
tinued abbot till the year ^1523, which is assigned by Newcembe as the 
tiqn^ of his death» filthoiigh the precise date .is not knoYrn. After th^t 
period Cardinal Wols^y held the. Abbey in commendam. This Oratoiy 
or Chapel he undoubtedly caused to be erected in his lifeti^ie, and pro- 
vided that his obit might be commemorated, and; periodical masses bp 
esitablished for his souF^ welfare ; his pious intentions were but transient 
in effect, for, soon after the Reformation, his Chantry appears to have 
been seized upon, and appropriated by a wealthy attorney of the town as 
a burial place for his family. 

The Chapel is enclosed by a beautiful open screen, in four pripoipat 
compartments, upon the side next the Chancel, in one of which is the door, 
inscribed, Jl&enrum babflm ad portal mferi. in the small spandrils of 
.tiiis arch of. entrance are sculptured very curious representations of the 
martyrdom of St. Alban and St, Amphibal, according to the monastic 
legends. The lower part of the monumental screen is panelled with or- 
najpaental enrichments, and above the somewhat flatly pointed arches of 
the. principal story, is a bold and broad moulding, bearing shields of the 
roytd arms, with the dragon and greyhound for supporters; others are 
12 
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chained- ^th the emblems of the cradfadony one shield bears^ quarterfy, 
four liotu rampant, which is supported by two rams, holding each a 
eiozier; above the moulding rises a series of pointed arches, open be- 
tween the mullionsi and enriched with jBoriated pinnacles, &c. 

The interior of this Sepulchral Chantry or Oratory, is superlativdy rich 
in sculptured ornaments, most delicately wrought ; the Ceiling is adorned 
with pendents, and is divided into compartments by minute tracery, ra- 
mifying in elegant forms ; at the we^t end, against the wall, is the fall 
^umorial escutcheon of Abbot Ramryge. By what authority these eode* 
siastlcal cognizances were assumed, cannot now probably be explained ; 
hut it remains a proof that armes farlantes were adopted as early a* 
the incorporation of the cdlege of arms. The field bears, 0.i a bend 
<»upS ikre$Imperidl Eagles, between alAon rampmU in chief , and a Ram 
enKent in bate, supported by two Rams, collared, and with the letters 
^ ^ P * * ^> and roses upon the collars. Bams' heads, the above le^ 
ters, and other allusions to the name of the Abbot, are also frequently 
repeated amongst the great diversity of ornamental decoration with 
which this beautiful Chapel is profusely covered. Besides these two 
-splendid monuments, there is now left very few memorials of the suc- 
cessive powerful Abbots of St. Albans. Some marble slabs in the 
pavement of the chancel and choir still retain portraits en creua, partially 
concealed by pews, see l^late IV., others, not bearing inscriptions, tra- 
dition only records their particular designation : Roger Norton, ob. 1290 ; 
John Berkbamstead, ob. 1301 ; and John Maryns, ob. 1308; were buried 
in the choir, under slabs of marble, inlaid with brass. 

One of the most remarkable specimens of this description of memorisJ, 
in the kingdom, has been removed, within these few years, from the 
chancel into the presbytery, at the east end of the Church ; it consists 
of one entire piece of metal, the whole size of the large slab, upon the 
surface of which it was bedded with pitch ; some of the studs with which 
it was also fixed, having become loose, the clerk has carefully pre- 
served it, by nailing it to a board. Hiis very curious relic presents a 
spirited intagliated portrait of Abbot Thomas De la Mare, an ecclesi- 
astic, of noble parentage, being son of Sir John De la Mare, Knt, and 
Joanna, daughter of Sir John de Harpsfield, Knt. ; he was elected to 
the abbacy of St. Albans in the year 1349, the 24th of Edward III., 
previously to which, he had been Prior of Tynemouth, in Northum- 
berland, and had been entrusted with the custody of the Earl of Doug- 
las, taken prisoner at the battle of Nevile's Cross. After he had nded 
this monasteiy forty-seven years, he died in 1396, aet. 88 ; his figure is 
represented clothed in the richest sacerdotal vestments, having his mitre 
on his head, and bearing his pastoral-staff in his left hand; he is standing 
enthroned under a very rich canopy, containing numerous saints in niches. 

is 
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PLATE VL— THE MONUBfENT OF HUMPHREY OF LANCASTER, 

DUKE OF GLOUCESTER, 1447. 

Belund the rich Altar-screen, is a part of the Church, called the Prei^- 
tery, in the centre of which fonneriy stood the gorgeous shrine of the 
{Mtroii saint of the Ahbey. The whole space, beneath ojie oY the large 
p<»nted arches, on the south side, is occupied widi the sepulchral oratory 
of the illustrious Duke of Gloucester, who, by the popular enthusiasa 
manifested during his misfortunes, was generally called, the Geod Duke 
Bnampkrey^ and the Father of his Country. He was the fourth and young- 
est son of King JEIenry lY., and Mary B<^un, his first wife; and was 
created Duke of Gloucester and Earl of Pembroke in 1414, by his 
brother, then King Henry Y. He was handsome, braye, and accom- 
plished, and on the accession of Henry VI., was appointed Protector 
or Guardian of the kingdom, which important office he executed to the 
general satisfaction. He married twice ; the first of his wives was Ja- 
queline or Jacoba, the only daughter of William, Count of Hainauk, 
and Margaret of Burgundy ; by this marriage, in 1426, he ac(|uired other 
titles, and was then styled ** Humphrey, by the Grace of God, Son, 
Brother, and Uncle to Kings, Duke of Gloucester, £ari of Hainault, 
Holland, Zealand, and Pembroke, Lord of Friesland, Great Chamber- 
lain of England, Protector and Defender of the said Realm and Church 
of England." Soon after this event, he sailed over to the Netherlands, 
with his Duchess, and a body of English troops, to oppose the Duke of 
Burgundy, who aspired to her inheritance ; being unfortunately drfeated, 
the Duke of Gloucester's match with Jaqueline was soon after annvlled 
by Pope Martin V., who confirmed, at the same time, a former marriage 
she had contracted with John, Duke of Brabant, the ally of the power- 
ful Duke of Burgundy. His second wife was Eleanor, the daughter 
of BiCginald Lord Cobham, of Sterborough, in Surrey, who had previ- 
ously lived with him as his mistress. This circumstance, which mate- 
rially affected his moral character, was speedily taken advantage of by 
his enemies, jealous of his power; and the interest of hi» uncle, Cardinal 
Beaufort, prevailing, the Duke of Gloucester now began to lose his in- 
fluence at court. In 1441, his Duchess was accused of having recourse 
to sorcery and witchcraft, to shorten King Henry's life, and make way 
for the Duke of Gloucester's advancement to the throne, and, upon that 
charge, was committed to perpetual imprisonment in the Isle of Man; He 
had opposed, vrith all his power the marriage of the King with Margaret 
of Anjou, which he considered an ignominious alliance, but the Cardinal 
and council carried it into effect, and the next year, procured the Duke^to 
be accused of high treason, and summoned to take his trial before a. par- 
liament convened at Bury^St. Edmunds. Upon his anival at that town 
he was confined in the Abbey, where -he was next day found dead in 
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Us bed, 24th Februaiy, 1447 : no one doubted he had fallen a yictiin 
to the Tengeance of his enemies, although his body was exposed to view, 
and exhibited no outward marks of violence. 

He was buried, with great funeral pomp, in this Church, the expense 
of tile moJIument being defrayed by the Abbot and Convent, amounting 
to 483/. 6s. 8d. ; they also entailed upon themselves an annual expendi- 
ture of neariy 80/. for daily masses for his soul, and for the celebration 
of his anniversary or obit. This monument, vide Plate YI. is more 
florid, in style, than those we have already described, and consists of a 
small oratory, or Chapel, in which the priest officiated, open towards the 
Presbytery,'but enclosed by a curiously wrought iron screen on the side 
next the south aisle ; the ceiling of this Chapel is adorned with very 
minute tracery, and is enriched by pendents, terminating in delicate bos- 
ses. The spandrils of all the arches^ on the outer face of the monument, 
are filled with quatrefoils in circles, having in the centre of each, the 
araia of Fntnee and En^kmd, qmarterkf, as home by the members of the 
House of Lancaster. 

. Immediately over the arches, on the front of the oratory, or chantry, 
is a: very bold cavetto moulding, charged with seven large shields, 
scu^ured. with the personal arms of the Duke of Gloucester, viz., quoT" 
ieri^f Frounce amd Et^kind, within a border; four of these shields are 
surmounted by ducal coronets, and each of the other three with a lion, 
as a crest, upon a richly mantled helmet. Above this moulding rises a 
loiost sf^^ndid icanopy, or Couronnemeni, consisting of four principal ta- 
be^iaeles> and two of lesser height, accommodating itself to the form 
of tiie aieh under which it is reared ; between each of these floriated 
gables is a spiice, occupied by three niches with pedestals, formerly con- 
.taitting statues ; these are now gone, but, upon the south side of the 
monument, the greater number of the statues now remain ; they un- 
doubtedly repi!esent his royal and noble ancestors, and are curious exam- 
ples of the costume of the period of Henry IV. These figures being 
intended for. an elevated situation, are not sculptured with anatomical 
exactness of proportion, the heads of all being much too large ; their 
remarkable appearance within the niches afibrds a degree of exuberance 
to the, otherwise rich, fafade of the monument, very seldom witnessed. 
.In the annexed view of this beautiful work of art, we have shewn the 
entrance to the, identical vault in which the body of the Duke of Glou- 
C€Mier.was buried ;< this was accidentally discovered in the year 1703, 
aiaee which time, visitors have been, constantly admitted, who have 
porloiaed bmie aft^r • bone of the illustrious individual, until but a very 
amidl.fragmentof hissk^etoq remains. This vault is not without its 
deeomiion, for, at the east ei|d> is a contemporary painting of the cruci- 

«fixion of Jesus Christ, with a chalice to receive the blood which streams 
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bom thtt wound in the side. No inseriptton exists upon dus 
ornamented sepulchral monumenty but, near to it» against the east wall of 
the south aisle, are painted the followiog elegiao lines >^ 



HM MMMOMJM, V. OPT. 
SAOaVM SBBOTINVlf. 

Wc }ic^ Htunphr^mi, D«x iUo GiMcitriifi oto 
Hmnriei texti ProUckr, frindit ineptn 
Detector, dum ficta notat miracula csci 
Lumen erat Patrie, Colmnen yenerabile Regni, 
Pacts amans, Mtuiaque fayens melioribus, unde 
Gratum qyns Oxonw, qiUB mine loola neia feftdgct : 
Invida sed mnlier B€gno, Regi, dbi ngqnam 
Abslnlit hunc humuli, nt hoc dignate wpvlcliro ; 
Invidift nimpente tamen, post Fiuera ymt. 

PSO GLORIA, 



part of the Church, called the Presbytery, was considered the 
most sacred, being appropriated, during the celebration of divine service, 
entirely to the abbot and priests, while the congregation were confined 
to the body of the Church ; in the centre of this sanctuary, as the most 
attractiTe obfect, was formerly placed the splendid shrine of their oano' 
nized patron, distinguished as the first Martyr, in Englaad, die predse 
spot is now marked by a marble slab, thus inscribed :«— 

8. ALBANUS VEROLAMEN8IS ANOLOBUM FROTO-MABTYR XYII. JUNII. CCXGYn. 

Six hollow places denote where the staves of the Canopy over die Shrine 
were originally fixed. This was an object upon which the ingenuity of 
artists was then displayed in its greatest extent. The shrines were 
usually placed in an insulated and conspicw>us situation, near the High 
Altar : this, of St. Alban, according to history, somewhat resemUed an 
altar tomb, with a lofty ornamented canopy, supported on pillars over it, 
representing the saint lying in great state, thus to receive the homage 
and adoration of all true believers. It contained the very coffin in 
which his bones were deposited, inclosed in another case, having on die 
sides embossed figures in precious metals, shewing the chief acts of St 
Alban's life. At the head, towards the east, was a large representation 
of the crucifixion, between the statues of Mary and John, greatly orna- 
mented with jewels. At the feet, in front of the chmr, was represented 
the Virgin Mary, with Christ in her arms, seated on a throne, higUy 
enriched with precious stones. The pillars were formed like open towers, 
and were all of plate gold, while the inside of the canopy was covered 
with crystal stones. It was ereeted by Symond, the 19th abbot, about 
the year 1180, under the directi^ of Master John, a goldsmith, and'veiy 
excellent ardst Matdiew Paris, the historian, who lived one hundred 
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years 9£b&T, way, that he had ne?er seea ** a Shrine .moie splendid asd 
noUe tlwii that at St. Albans." 

On the north side of the Presbytery, opposite to the moniment of 
Humphrey, Duke of Gloveester, is a very curions gallery of wood, 
panelled and carved in high relief; in this gallery seyeral monks were 
stationed to watch the shrine, a precaution not unnecessary, considering 
that it was composed of the most precious and costly materials. 

The back of the Altar^screen occupies the west side of die S a n ctu ar y , 
while the east end, consisting of three pointed arches, springing firom 
clustered pillars, was formerly open to the Chapel of the Virgin, of 
which the exterior view is gii^en in 

PLATE VII^^OUTH BAST VDSW OF THE ABBBY CHURCH, SHEWING 

THB LADY CHAPEL. 

A Chapel dedicated to the Virgin Mary, usually at the east end, 
was attached to almost erery Conventual Church m the kingdom. TUs 
additioa to the Church of St Albans, was completed during- the ab- 
bacy of Hugh Eversden, between the years 1908 and 1306, in the 
reign of Edward the Second. It was built chiefly at- die expense >of one 
Reginaldus of this town, an advocate in the Court ^of Rome, whose 
business was to manage appeals, and suits made to the Papal Consis- 
tory. Thomas Westwode, a chanter of. the Chuvch, is also reported to 
have procured assistance towards its erection, from the pious and faith- 
ful, which exertion procured him to be the first person appointed to the 
office of Chutos CapeUai. 

The dimensions and proportions of this building are so just and 
beautiful, and its decorations display so much elegant simplicity, that 
it may be referred to, as a specimen of pure and cultivated taste, and 
must be regarded as a model that would not discredit any age. Its 
whole length is fifly-five feet, and width twenty-five ; in height it is 
thirty feet. The Chapel was originally lighted by seven beautiful pointed 
windows, which still claim particular attentiibn;from the elegance of their 
form, even in their decayed state. Traces of the delicate sculpture with 
which this Chapel was formerly adorned, are toJ^e discovered in ranges 
of figures surrounding the windows, which hav0 not lost their graceful 
form, though greatly obscured by coats of whit&wfeudi, &c. The pave- 
ment is now covered by a boarded floor, so that no sepulchral memo- 
rials are to be seen, though probably such still remain beneath. Besides 
the choice and splendid altar of the Virgin Mary, formerly at the east 
end, there were others laterally situated, which constantly attracted a 
great resort of persons, particularly on festival days.v These smaller 
Chapels, or Oratories, were evidently more calculated for privacy of 
devotion than die Church, and were intended to give an opportunity for 

17 



TUB ABBST CBDRCH OF ST. ALBAKS, HKKTFOBDSHIBR. 

inons reflection, and the operatJou of conecieiice. IVhan thete printe 
■ItuB were abotiahed at the Reforraatioo, the erecticHi of pewi was, ua- 
donbtedlj, intended to answer the same paqmse. 

OnrviewCroiBthesontheBst, Plate VII. shews the remaias of the east 
window of the Ijuly Chapel, the mnllioas of which bein^ composed c^ 
fnaUe stone, are much natilated, and the whole is now b a stMe of la- 
mentable decay. One of the lateial cfaapds on the south is also seen, 
and orerthe whole bnildtng appears the great east window of the Abbey 
Chmch, the massiTe tower and sonth traaaept form the back ground. 

1^ Chapel of the Virgin Haiy is now completely separated from 
the Abbey Church, and is used as a school, a passage, for the crare- 
nience of the inhabitants of the town, having been opened through the 
Ante-chapel, this is also rich in sculptured decoration. 

The very curious and ancientPiscina, or rather £fli«tier, in the south 
aide of the Church, is the subject of our vignette tail-piece. From the 
s^le of its decoration, it may be referred to the time of King iobh ; bat 
it must be observed, that the ornamented canopy now placed upon the 
Piscina, which stands under a siogularly formed arch, is no part trf it, 
and has most certainly no connexion with the original Piscina- 

At present we nnist observe that the Church is kept particulaily neat, 
and very clean ; and that more than common attenticm is paid to visitors 
by the parish clerk, who appears to take great interest in the remaHc- 
ably curious monuments committed in some respects to his caie. 
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SABRIDGEWORTH, HERTFORDSHIRE ; 

VICAR, 

ESEV. THdMAS HUTCHINSON. 



This dmreh is Tery pfoasantly situated at the east end of the to^n of 

SabHdgeworth> oft the banks of the little river Stort, which here separates 

flie county of Hertford from Essex. It is in the Beanery of Braughing, 

flM Diocese of London, the Bishops of whicii are now its patrons; but 

driginally ^ Vicarage appears to have beed impropriated to the Abbey 

•f^Ll^ter^SyWestnuiister, by Wiltiam Mandeyitle, Earl of Essex, in the 

teSfiii tf Beaiy 11.^ who *' gave the Church to the Monks of VTest- 

minster in pure tdms/' At what time the present edifice was built is 

not recorded, but, from tlie prevailing style of its architecture, it may 

he assigned td the »ra of Henry lY* Hie tiew of the exterior, plate 1, 

is takeft from the sonHi^east, shewing the Porch on the south ; at the 

west end Is a low square Tower, embattled, horn which rises a very 

snail, but elegant tapef Spire, covered wi^ lead, reticulated in the 

jolttts, rendering it both light alid ornamental. On the exterior of the 

Tower is seen the staircase turret. The Church consists of a Nave, 

north and south Aisles, and a large Chancel at the east end, separated 

from the body by. an open screen. 

The Ghnroh has a picturesque appearance from almost every point of 

ynew^ but particularly so- from the banks of the river^ which meanders in* 

beautiful curves through a most fertile country for some miles on either 

»d4' «f Sabridgewortli. 

. Hie interior is striking, from- the number of handsome Monuments 

which it contains ; many of the corbels of the roof are curious and well 

scftlptured^ and a great pordon of the old seats remain. In the middle 

Aisle is a marble slab, inlaid with brass, to the memory of Geoffry 

Jos^e, and Catharine and Johanna, his wive&, who died 11th January, 

14)70; be was the father of Sir B^lph Joslyne,Knt., twice Lord Mayot^ 

of tiM City of London, who died 25th Oct. 1478^ At the east end, oa^ 

the north side, is- a very fine marble bust by Baefm, of itobert Jocdyne^ 

Unrd Cha^elior of Ireland in 1739;- he was created Baron Newport^' 

asth^I^ov. 1743) and Viscount J^celyne, eth.Bec. 1756, • he died iff 
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8T. mart's chvrch, sabribosworth, hirtfordshirb. 

LoBdoo» Dec. Sfd, 1756* On the foatli nda of tbe eBtranoe to tiie 
Chanoely is a small mural moniUMBt '' to the precioos memory aad* 
name" of Sir WiUiam Hewitt, Kat.ob; 1087, tind Dame Elizabeth, 
hb wife, who died in 1640. It is adorned with half-length figures of 
the Knight and his Lady, and is seen in our view of the iptenor. 

The'seieen of die Ofaancel is^ perforated wiA' small trefoil headed 
aiehes : over this was formerly the rood loft, the steps to whidi are now 
remaining in the south Aisle. The Chaaoel is large, and rich in 8epal- 
cfaral Monuments, kept very dean, and in most excellent preservation, 
the most ancient of which is against tlie*norA waU*,« consistiBg of an 
Altar Table, upon whidi are the matSated efigies of a man aimed, 
and his lady ; above the tomb is a tablet inserted in the wall : ** Heare 
lyeth John Jocdyne, Esq., and Phillip his wife; which John £ed. An. 
Dom. IfiSd*" On the same side is a monnmelkt totiM Biemovy of 9& 
Walter MOdmay, Knt., of Pishobiiry> who died 3Mi^Feb. 1606, with^ 
his figure in armQmr,.and that of his Lady, Dame Marie, tiie daughter, 
of Sir William Walgrave, of Smdbridge, in SirfMk, botfi kneefing. 
before a table covered with' tapestry, edged with fringe, and a double, 
desk, with two books'iqpoa it, his son>0luiding in aiaovr behind \am^ 
with an inscription' under it. At tiieeast end of the Chaaod are three 
Hatohments for members of the fomibf of Jocelyne, whone chief seat 
has been at Hide Hall, near thistown, firom the time of Henry DEL;. 
the first bean the arms of Jocelyne, vis., a«ire„a emmhrwrmik, of^enl 
amd seMf , fomr hawk^ Mk joined ikemto tn-fiMKiraltirv^ er. &est, a 
fahmiM kg betted, oTp mmeed fmk$. Motto, Fain m^pi cfeeotr. Seeond- 
Hatohmenl, quarterly of six, vis*, 1, Jocdyne as before, with an eMsut-- 
checm of Ulster. % Asanre a fen or. 6. Guke, a gr^fin Mgreant; 
wUkm mhwder engraUedp cr. 4. Gater «i» eieiiloAeoii mrgen^ toMtn^oB 
erUofmartieU, or. 5. Qmiee, om a soAier emffrailed, or, fim-tmqriafmh: 
of the first, and a chief ermine* S. Amn,th!ee einqm^ribr ok. The^ 
tiwd Hatdiment has nine qnarterings, viz. six, ai' before. 7. €Me$,.i^ 
KmiB pai$aui argent, ever ail, a bendermme* 6. SMe,two harBorgen^y 
in chief ^f^ee platee. 9. .jocdyne. 

Against the soi^ wall of the Chancel is a fifoamnent uid Buet of 
Sk Thomas Hewitt, Bart, of Pishobory, who died August 4, 1608, zeL 
67, bearii^ the arms of Hewitt impding, ermtae, ona chevron ntdenieds 
axnre, three croiom or, motto, HoneOnm uHU: opposite to.whidi is a> 
Very handsome monument of his son George, Viscount . Goran and 
Baron of St. Jiimestown, in Ireland; be died m 1660, mt. 87. He ir. 
represented at foil length, in a complete suit of aimoar, but without^hift 
helmet, and b standing upright,, under a canopy, si^ppoctedby cokunns, . 
^ver which, are his arms, viz. ^rtOes^ a eheoronengrmiedhefyoeen tk^ee^oudi 
argent. Ctest^ a fakon beUed^ar. Supporters, 4elit^ side^ a /i^e(m.or»' 
mih mags eapanded argent. Sinister niie, a gryphon ifr, wings mth: 
2 
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ptmded mgmii, coOmredf amrei hiikiic.m'r motto, irigUmtda : at the bate 
it a long JUtin iafenptioa to kis wmmovf ; he left his ettato at Pirto--. 
buxy ta hia iister Aidbetki'Lady WiaeaaD^ whose daughter Amie mar-t 
ried the HoDoraUe Hemry imaiiej, only brother to Richard, Earl of 
Scarborouf^y to whom tiwre is also a nei^ naible slab. He died- 
Goit^^nior of Jersey, 18th of Oeloher, .172S, aetOS, aad their daughter, 
Eraacea, died IStii Oct 1719^ let. €«. On a flat stoae is an inso^on* 
to the memovy of Wilham Gardiner, Esq., of Pishobury, who died tikci 
29th.<^ NoTember, 1702, aged 41 yeara ; also Ghristoplwr, his son, who 
died, Augast, 172d>. aged 4 Bionths. At the eatranooialo the Chaaoei^ 
is a marUe slab corenttg* a Tank, .with the- anns of Hew^' impitfag' 
littoai Anno Dooi. 1096. 

The second plate represents the.iateiior yfhsw.oi thesoodi Airi^^ 
looking eaat, aciross the body of the Church, which is. separated from' 
the aisles by claailered piUaiSy and pointed arches, ccwmposed of tery 
bold mouldings; .the c^lkig inhere- seen, which consists of panels 
fonaedby.the interseoftion of the beaatt, supported by brackets, rest^< 
ing.oa corbels; those at the east end ace of stone, aad are sculptured 
with the attributes of theefangellata b<ddly> vacated. At the west 
end of this Aisle is the ibnt, of an octagonal .fiicni,^ on* » pedestal and 
baae;. within the quatrefoil panels, on the mdes, have been shieids.of 
anna, biit their bearings are- now entirely defiused. In die Church is n^ 
giseat number of) brasses irijBud on macUe dabs ; hnt the/ moat inteiest-; 
in&is one seen in the foie-groand ct the view,^ plate^^. Itr is* finely' ene*^ 
cuted, and is supposed to commemorate a branch of the I%nta-. 
gIPUaet family;, the. full.leagtii figures represent* a Ejught aad wLmif; 
the. Knigl^ is« in plate armour, with his feet resting • on- a • greyhoimd :• 
at.. the upper cora^ <tf the marble is the arms of old France and- 
Eng^d quarledy. . The^ Lady's head is covered by a. coif, andherneck' 
bare, she is clad in a loose robe and mantle; at* her feet is a' little- dog. 
In. the upper part of the slab, over her head, iatfaaarms-of Eagland, 
with a label of franco as bonie>by thePlahtagenets, Earls of Lancaster; 
tiie date of the Monument may be assigned to the lattorend a€ the^four- 
teesth, or. to the. beginning of the fifteenth century, bythe mode^yf bear- 
ing the arms, as well as the costume of the figures* It iS' somewhat isin-. 
gidar, that this ciurious Monument should have been passod'over'by^ the 
histprians of the county, Chauncy and Salm<te. Neither Sandibrd,. nor 
hia cqotinuator in the Royal Genealogies, Stebbing, appear to. have ever 
Sf^vit. Upon. another slab in this Aisle, are thefigures erf* a Knightand a 
I^|[»^|>iritedyiy executed, with this inacription in Roman capitals, viZb : 

'* Here lyeth' btoried Edward Lerenthorp, Esquire, who died in D'ecemb. 1551 » 
(being y* eldest toime of Tbonas Lerentiioip, Esquire, voA EUsabeth his 
wife, y* the daughter o£ ---^ Barlee of Aldbury, Esfoive. Theire eldest 
sone was also Edward, who married Maiy Parker, the second dan^^iter of 
S' Harry Parker, Knight, y< eldest sone of Harry, lo Mor^**." 
3 
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Agmmi Ike wamA waB, loirwdt Ae eaat «ad ofllus Akle, is a large 
lio« u a gal, coasislMyof cola— ssapportiayaaareh; aaderwfaich 
is npieseated a Knglit ia conplste anMiar» ia a reoKaiaf postore, and, 
balow hiaiy a lady, who is also rediaiBf , toleiably scatptored , to tlie ae- 
iBory of Sir Joha Lenreathorpy Kaif^ aad Baronet, who died ttvd of Sep- 
t g a J i cr^ 10S&, aad hb Lady ; oa Ibe baseaoit are Ids six sobs and eiglit 
daagfaAeiSy all kaeeliag. Over the aeatro of die wpA is a large shield of 
i» <|aarleiiy of Ibar : tis. 1. Ar^mi, m lead geboimee iobie amd gtiei, 
two eoMtses ^^ s e csa d, for Lereadierp. 2. Ar^emt, a fen between 
Htne fiemn de Ue fulee. & SaiUe^ m Him tmmpaut argemi, cnmmed^ aad 
Hitiiw a border erngfrnUed, or. 4. LeTenthorp. Oa the dexter side is the 
anas of Leyeathorp iaqpaliag , argeiUf three Home poMBont gules. Sinister 
^ida<»f the arch. Leyealiibrpasbefors»impaIiag,ar^eaf,a6eadeN;$fr«tM 
Atlveea str biUete oMe. Ia tius Aisle aio p r ese r v e d several. brass plates 
bdoagiag to slabs ia the Choreh. On the floor, at the east end, is a mar- 
ble inlaid with two figares in winding sheets; at the head of which ar^ 
two coats of arms, tiz., 1. Fiance and Englaad qaarteriy. 2. Ohl France 
iSid England quarterly, with a label of three pouts. At the feet of the* 
figsves have been three coats ; the first is now gone ; 2nd, Leventhorp, 
qaarteiiog, a eftssroa, wUk a label of three points; 3rd, Leventhorp, 
i^iarleriBg, a feu between three flewr do he. Within the two qnatr^ils 
qa the upper part of the east window of diis Aisle are two coats, in 
stained glass, qmmrterlg or, ond gnlee, being the arms of William de Say, 
who married Beatrice, sister and heiress of Geoffrey Mandevffle, BkA 
of Essex. 

The noilh Aisle has also soi|ie painted glass in the small quatrefoil 
divisions of the. mullions of the east window, viz. 1. Or, m feu be- 
tween two ckearont sable. 2. Say. At the end of Ae Aisle is a mar- 
bis slab inlaid vrith a brass plate eighteen inches by three, inscribed 
in blaek. ** Of your Charite pray for the Soule of Willm Chaimcy> on 
whose Soule Iba have mercy." Arms— Dexter shield, A eroujtemy, on 
a, cUe^» a Hon pauant, Chauncy, with an annvletfor difference. On the 
sinister aide» within a shield, is a heart between two hands in chief and 
two feet in bate, aU pierced and bleeding, representing, heraldically, the 
five wounds of Jesus Christ The following members of the famify of 
the historian of the county are also buried here; John Chauncy, ob« 
1479, aad his wife Anne, the daughter of John Leventhorp, Esq., ob; 
1477 ; John Chauncy, Esq., ob. 1510 ; John Chauncy, Esq., ob. 1546, 
and his two wives, Elizabeth, who died 1531, and Katharine, who died 
1695 : there ia also buried here, Margaret, the daughter and heiress of- 
William Oifford of Gilston, wife of John Chaancy of Stepney. 
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INGHAM, NORFOLK. 

REV. JOHN HEPWORTH, STIPENDIARY CURATE* 



X HE Lordship of Ingham was possessed, at a very early period, by at 
family of the same name, of whom Oliver de Ingham was living in 
1183, and John de Ingham is known to have been Lord in the reign of 
Richard L Sir Oliver de Ingham, great grandson of the last, and 
Seneschal of Gascoig^e and of Aquitain, and Lord Warden of the 
Marches of Guienne, in the reign of Edward III., had two daughters 
and co-heirs, the younger of whom, Joan, conveyed Ingham to her 
second husband. Sir Miles Stapleton, of Bedale, in Yorkshire. This 
Knight and his Lady founded a perpetual Chantry in the Parish Church 
of Ingham, consisting of a Warden and two Priests, performing service 
in honour of the Holy Trinity, and for the souls of King Edward III., 
the founders, their parents, and olher relations, and of alt the faithfal 
deceased. This institution was soon converted into a Priory, of the 
order of the Holy Trinity and St. Victor, for the redemption of captives 
from the Turks, and to which the Church, having been rebuilt, was 
made collegiate .and appropriated, by Thomas Percy, Bishop of Nor- 
wich, on the 2d of July, A. D. 1360. The Convent at first consisted 
merely of a prior or custos, and two brethren ; but four other brethren 
or canons, and a sacrist, who officiated for the parishioners, were sub- 
sequently added ; and the number wfs designed to have been made up 
to thirteen, if Ibe revenues had so iicreased, that ten marks annually 
could have befto allowed each religious. In 1384, the endowments of 
the Priory were augmented by John de Saxham, on the condition that 
a chaplain should be provided to pray for his soul in the collegiate 
Church. 

Ingham Priory became, in a short time, the head house of its order 
in this country, and even imparted to it the name of the order of Ingham, 
by which it was thenceforward known, as well as by those of the order of 
the Maturins, and of the Trinitarians. The conventual possessions of the 
Ingham foundation, according to Mr. Taylor, in his Index MonatHciu of 
the Diocese of Norwich, were four manors and four impropriate churches^ 
with lands and interests in about twenty parishes. The Priory itself 
was situated on the north side of the Church, to which its cloister ad- 
joined. 

The Church, of which Plate I. is a View from the south-east, is forty- 
four yards long, including the nave and chancel; the width of the chan- 
cel is eighteen feet; and that of the nave, with its two aisles, forty feet 
Adjoining, to the south, was a Chapel, dedicated to St Mary. Over the 
porchy which has a stone groined roof, were two large rooms, where 
lived the Sacristan. At the west end is a lofty and elegant Tower, 



aboTe the (rand entiaace througk which are the aims of Inghamiy and 
of Stapleton imiialiiig Felbngg^ and de la PoU^ Indicative of its builder, 
. Sir MUet SiapktoH, great-grandson of the founder, who died in 1466, 
of and his two wi^es, Csftotae, daughter of Sir T. de la Pole, son 
of Michael, Earl of Suffolk, and ^hsabeth, daughter of Sir Simon Fel- 
brigg. Sir Miles was Knight of the Shire in Parliament in the 2Bth of 
Henry VI. By his last will he derised the whole of his moveable pro- 
perty to be dispensed to pious uses, and all his manors to his feoffees, 
for four years, to raise money for almes-deeds, for his soul's health ; 
he left considerable legacies to this Church and Priory. 

In the following account of the principal monuments and other sepul- 
chral memorials in this Church, the inscriptions are given from Blome- 
field's History of Norfolk. Most of them are now gone, and the rest 
are in a very imperfect state. 

Under an arch on the north side of the chancel lies the sculptured 
^gare of Sir Oliver de Ingham, as represented in the annexed Engraying, 
Plate II. ; its ancient appearance is thus described by Weever : ** Vnder 
a faireTombe of free-stone^ very curiously wrought, lieth the body of Sir 
OHeer Ingham, with his resemblance in his coate Armour, his belt, gOt 
spurs, and the blew Garter about his leg ; his Creast, the Owle out of 
the luie bush, with a crowne on the head thereof: He being a great 
trauaUer, lyeth vpon a Rocke, beholding the Sunne, and Moone, and 
Starres, all very liuely set forth in mettall, beholding the face of the 
earth : about the Tombe, twenty and foure mourners.'* Sun, moon, and 
stars, however, have long since disappeared, and but fourteen of the 
mourners now remain. Weever, who frequently must have trusted to 
other eyes than his own, is not always correct either in his descriptions 
or in his dates. In this case there never was any '' blew Garter." Sir 
Oliver died in 1343, and was not a knight of that order. What Weever 
denominates ** a rocke,** is a bed of rough stone-work, representing a 
bed of round flints : the Knight's position is singular, for he appears as 
if prepared to jump-up on his feet; his head inclines over his shoulder, 
towards the inner part of the arch. His right arm crosses his breast, 
and grasps his sword, which hangs at his left side, but is now broken ; 
his left arm crosses his breast to his right shoulder, the hand resting on 
the stony pillow. His legs were crossed, but are now broken. His 
eyes seem directed to a painting on the back of the arch ; this, which is 
much defaced, is probably the ** face of the earth," which Weever de- 
scribes the celestial luminaries as beholding : it is' described in the fol- 
lowing terms by the late lamented artist Mr. C. Stothard, in a letter 
printed in his Memoirs : " The subject of it appears to relate to hunt- 
ing. A figure on the left, with a green hood over his head, is blowing 
a horn ; towards the centre are seen the stag, lion, camel, and other 
animals* Another huntsman, who is not so well preserved, appears to 
be stringing his bow." On the side of the tomb was the following in- 
scription : *' Maunsier Oliuer de Ingham gist icy ; pt Dame EUzabeth, 
sa oompagne, que lug Dieu de les almes dit mercy, ^ 



INGHAM CittRCA. 

At the' east end of the Chureh, bj the rood-loft^ Is an akar-imftmneBt, 
with scalptured figures of Skr Rofftr de B&y$ and Mmgurei his hdj, 
delineated in Plate III. The Knight is' in complete armour ; his head 
rests on the head and body of a Saracen, conp6, and at his feel is a 
houndy with his paw resting on a gaantlet. The following is the in* 
scriplaotty according to Blomefield : ** Monsieur Roffer de Beys §isi icy, 
et Dame Mdrgarete sa femme, auxi wms, qui passer iey priez Dieu de 
leur almes eU mercy. BUe mcrout fan n*tre Seigneur mill irecent ei 
quinsieme et tl moraut Van de dit nasire Seigneur, 1300. With this date, 
howeyer, neither the armour of the Knight nor the dress of bis lady by 
any means agree; they point to about 1380; and there is a word fol- 
lowing the ** trecens/' though it is illegible. His arms, argent, two -bars 
with a canton gules, oyer all a fillet sable, are yet yisiUe on his surcoat*^ 
and her robe is cheeked with his arms and her own, argent, three 
mascles between two bendlets, sable. It is remarkable that hoth figures 
wear the mantle of some order, haying as a badge on the right shoulder 
a cross pattee, of which the upper limb is remoyed to make room for a 
motto : this is in the Gothic letter, and is in three diyisions, but is no 
longer legible, and no record of it exists. Some haye imagined it to 
be '^ Amor:^ others, ** A ma vie:^ the latter is the better conjecture. 

The chancel is floored with the monumental stones of the Stapletons 
and their connexions ; and the inlaid brasses were among the richest in 
the county. All are now gone : they were stolen in 1800, when St. 
Mary^s Chapel was pulled down, to saye the expense of repairing its 
roof, and the Church laid open. 

In the centre before the high altar were the full-sized figures of Sir 
Miles Stapleton and Joan his lady, the founders of the Priory. They 
were coarsely executed and out of proportion. Their right hands were 
joined; the armour of the Knight was inlaid with roundels; the lady's 
hair fell in two formal braids, one on each side of her face ; round her 
head was a narrow fillet of jewellery, the precious stones being repre- 
sented by a composition, of yarious colours; from aboye each elbow hung 
a long narrow sleeye. Arms, Stapletan, lion rampant, imp. Ingham, 
per pale or et yert, a cross moline, gules. The inscription is thus yery im- 
perfectly giyen by Blomefield : Priez pour les almes Monseur Miles de 
Siapleton, et dame Joltanne, safemme,Jille de MoTiseur Olvier de Ingham ^ 
fondeurs de ceste mayson, que Dieu de leur almes eit pit6e." The lady 
was widow of Sir Roger le Strange ; and daughter and sole heiress of 
Sir Oliyer de Ingham. By this marriage Sir Miles added a large estate 
to his former possessions in Yorkshire, and became a conspicuous per- 
son in the reign of Edward the Third, ranking high in his fayour, and 
being one of the first Knights of the Garter ; some token of which order 
one is disappointed in not finding on his monument'' . He died in 1366^ 
There were likewise brasses, with armorial bearings, of Sir Miles Staple^-' 
ton, son of the founder, and Ela, his lady, daughter of Sir Edmund 
Ufibrd, and of Sir Brian Stapkton, his son, with Cecilia, daughter of 
the Lord Bardolph, his lady ; and of Sir Miles, son of Sir Brian, and 
his two wiyes, before mentioned, with whom terminated the Norfolk 
branch of the family, in 1460. 
3 



Here also were eegmted effigies or inecriptkMi* and ummd bear- 
ings of the following persons : Jom, wife of John Phtfa, and di^ugb- 
ter of the second Sir Miles Stapleton, who died Sept ^ 1385; tke 
lady Eia, wife of the second %r Miles, and daughter of Sir Edmund 
Uffoid ; Sir Soger Bag$, who died Feb. 26, 1421 ; John B<^$, E^q, ; 
Edmmid Stapletim, Eaq., Chamberlain to John, Duke of Norfolk, and son 
of Sir Miles, the founder, who died in 1462 ; and MatUda his wife^ for- 
merly the wife of Sir Hugh Fastidf, who died in 1435 ; Lady Elifabetk 
Cakkarp, first wife of Sir Francis Calthorp, who died July 23, 1536. 
There Is also a memorial to WUHam Jokiwm, Etq., Lord of the Manor 
of Ingham, who died Jan. 2, 1640, »tat. 41. In 1431, John Bradk, 
JStq. was buried by the north door of the Church. In 1384, Johnde 
Saxham, who gare the manor of WesthalU&c. to the Priory, was buried 
in St. Mary's Chapel. Weever mentions as buried here '< J>aaie JSb 
PerpakU, which had two husbands," 

In the body of the Church was a grayestone, with brass figures of a 
Knight and his Lady, and the following metrical inscription : 

Hie miles gntus, Thomas Stnkvile rocatiis 
Ponkiir et digna sibi eonju* Ansa bemgna; 
August! pr. idvs, M. C. quater, L. q. secundo. 
Hone Gfaristtts Dominus fecit valedicere mundo. 
Hec cum Clementer uit anno post venirente, 
niorum foniis absolvat trinus et unus. 

The state of the Church declares that the present wealthy inhabitants 
of the parish possess but little of the taste and spirit which guided 
the founders. Many of the windows are bricked up; Uie oriels are closed 
with plaster ; the stone screen has fallen, and its beautiful gates are cut 
up into pew doors ; the monks' stalls and the monuments are utterly 
dilapidated, and the whole of the interior is in a ruinous condition. 

A portion of the walls of the Priory, with two small doorways, still 
remains ; but nothing that is interesting, either in an architectural or a 
picturesque point of view. 

At the Dissolution, the prior, John Say, with Robert Barham and 
four others, subscribed to the King's supremacy on the 5th of August, 
1534. The yearly value of the endowments at this period, after all 
fixed charges upon them were deducted, amounted to 61/. Bs. 7|cL ac- 
cording to tlie Vahr Ecekriasticus, and to Dugdale. Speed states the 
gross revenues at 74/. 28.. l^d. The Priory lands, &c. were granted to 
Sir William Woodhouse, of Waxham, in this county, who afterwards 
exchanged the Priory grange, manor, appropriated Rectory, and lands, 
with William Rugg, Bishop of Norwich, for the Priory of Hickling and 
other possessions ; and they are still attached to the See. 

Prior to the erection of the Church into a collegiate establishment, 
the parish of Ingham was a Rectory^ valued at twenty*six marks in 
the reign of Edward I.^ when the Rector had a manse and thirty acres of 
land, and paid 12(/. Peter-pence. It is now served by a stipendiary 
Curate, nominated by the Bishop. 
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SOUTH LOPHAM, NORFOLK ; 

RECTOR^ 
THE REV. JAMES BARROW. 



7kb two distinct Puisheft^ Lo{iham Magna and Pavva, or Noi4k 
and South, about three quarters of a mile distant, were united in one 
Manor, called Lophain^ so speU in Domesday Book, and wene grantee! by 
WiHSam die Conqueror to Roger Bigod^ a Norman, and Earl of N«v^ 
fblk, who held diyers other Manors in this County, and founded the 
Abbey of Tbetford, where at his death he was buiied in 1107. 
• William Bigod his son and heir, was steward to king Henry I., and' 
perished with that Monarch's children and others of the Nobililiy, by. 
idiipwreok, as they came from Normandy into England, in the year lll§«> 

This Earl gave the Church of Lopham Parva, oe South Lopham^^le 
the Monk» of Tbetford, and it was appropriated to that Abbey, witb all. 
its appurtenances, by King Henry U. 

It is probable, says Blomefield, that there* waa formerly a Cell hese, 
and that the monks of Tbetford served the Church for some time, whi^ 
is. the reason that it nerer had any institution, although the Monks quitted 
their right to the Lord of the Manor, who b&d a release of ^ it from die 
J^Lbbeff at a very early period, as, before the year 1340, it was taxed 
akt twMity-six marks, a value that must include the whole. It was then, 
added, with appurtenances, to North Lopham^ the Rector of whidi took 
the Cure upon him from that time. 

: The Church, dedicated to. St Nicholas, is ancient, but the Tower is 
the only part remaining of the original structure, which is supposed 
to^ have been erected by William, Earl of Norfolk, in the reign of 
Benry I. The Tower is square, and very large, containing a peal. of 
fiijx bells, and is evidently much more ancient than the body of the 
Cbnrch, which was most likely rebuilt at the same time. Nichdas de 
9orton erected the present Chancel in the reign of Edward HI. . He 
was Rector of this parish from 1961 to the year 1381. Thomas. Wode, 
Chaplain to the Duke of Norfolk, a benefactor towards bafilding-Gonville 
Halii in Cambridge, was afterwards Rector of thia Parish from the year 
1446 to 1462. During the Civil War, in th^ reign of-Chajdea L, Thomas 
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laiia obtdned possession of this Bectory, but was deprived, after the 
Restoration, upon the act for holding Anabaptistical errors, an^ for re- 
fusing to baptise infiuits. * 

Within the Church are no remarkable monuments, but the following in- 
scriptions are mentioned by Blomefield, as then remaining in the Chan- 
cel : ** Hie jacet Dominus Willus lirling;" 

** Orate pro animabus Rolandi Arsick Armigeri, secundi Filii Eudonis 
Arsick Miiitis qui Rolandus obiit 17* die Feb. 1497, et Margarets 
Uxoris ejus, Filiae Thomas Huntingfield, de hac Tilla, que. quidem 
Margareta, obiit 25* die Octobris, 1480. Quorum animabus pr^pitietur 
Deus. Amen." 

** Orate pro animabus Willi Hovell de Ashfield, Armigeri et Eliza- 
bedue Uxoris ejus, qui quidem Willus, ob. T die Julii, 1534. Quor. 
aiab. propitietur Deus. Amen." 

Bobert Saunder, who was buried in the Church in 1526, gaye 1h» 
som of twenty (killings towards the repair of the Steeple. An estate at 
Wortham, in Suffolk, of 302. a year, was also given by one Purdy towards 
die repairs of the Church ; and a messuage, barn, and sixteen acres of 
fieehold land in the Parish, were settled to repair and beautify the 
Church for ever. There were formerly two guilds in this Church, one 
dedicated to St< John, the other to St Peter, both were endowed with 
lands, which were taken possession of by the crown in the first year of 
Edward VI., but were afterwards purchased by the inhabitants, together? 
with a piece of gpround called Lamp Acre, origmally given to maintain ai 
lamp burning in die Church, and were at length settled to the use of the 
poor. 

The Honor of Clare extended to South Lopham, and various lands 
ttere were formerly held of that honor. The Parish is in the Hundred' 
df Giltcross, and Deanery of Rockland ; and when Blomefield wrote, 
viis. 1739, South Lopham contained 76 dwelling houses, 95 families, and: 
470 inhabitants. In 1811, there were 91 inhabited houses, occupied hf-- 
133 families, consisting of 751 persons. The neighbourhood is remark- 
able for three curiosities, or Wonders, as they were formerly called : 
First, The self -grown Style, which is a tree naturally formed to answer this* 
purpose. Second, The Oxfoot Stone, a large pebble, bearing an impression 
similar to that made by an ox's foot, but which i^ evidently the exuvial 
mark of some bivalve shell, at one time imbedded in the fossil. Third, 
Lopham Ford, where the sources of the rivers Waveney and litde' 
Ouse, are within three yards of each other. The latter is a Causeway 
between the two streams, which flow in a contrary direction. The Wa> 
veney runs eastward, by Scole aind Bungay, to Yarmouth.- The Little 
Ouse separates this county from Suffolk, and flows by. the town of 
Tbetford to Brandon, in a south-west course. 
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NORTH WALSHAM, NORFCHA 

VICAR, 
REV. WILLIAM FARLEY WILKINSON, A.M. 



. > • " - 

Xhb town of North Walsham is pkttiantly situated about five aitee 
fron the aea coast, on the heights betvreen the rivers Bur# and Aat, 
tburteen miles from Norwidi, and ttrenty-four from Yarm#uth. The 
Church, an ancient and interesting edifice, stands in the ceitre of the 
town, being encompassed by three streets, in a triangular form; the 
market-cross, originally erected in the reign of Edward IV., Iqt Thomas 
Thirlby, bishop of Norwich, although an object of much irer^on at 
the reformation, not only escaped demolkion.at that periodic but was 
repaired in the year 1600, by Williao^fiedman, then bishop, and was 
adorned with his arms, viz. a cross beftwi^n four ermine cushions tas* 
selied, impaled with those of die see.of Ncsrwich. 

Canute tlie Great, in the seyenteendi year of his reign, on his foun- 
dation of the abbey of St. Benet, at Holme, 1034, gave the lordship of 
the hundred of Tunstead, in which this town is situated, to the abbey, 
and Edward the Confessor granted a confirmation of these piftssessions. 
A Church was erected here at a very early period, dedicated to St. 
Nicholas, and was in the patronage of St. Benet's. abbey, iM the reign 
of Henry y III., when Richard Nyx, bishop of Norwich, having incurred 
a praemunire for appealing to the see of Bonie, the whole of the re- 
Tcnues of that see were granted away. . XJpon his death in the tower, of 
London in the year 1636, it became neceasajry to provide for his successor,, 
and the abbacy, of St. Benet was then annexed to the see for ever. The 
bishopric of Norwich having thus lost its temporal barony, . the bishop 
now sits in the House of Peers, merely by virtue of his mitred "abbacy 
of St Benet. The Church is a large building, consisting of a nave, side 
aisles, and. a chance), altogether about one hundred and fifty-six feet 
long by sixty-eight feet in width. There is a tradition, that. the ori- 
ginal edifice, having been occupied by the rebels, in 1381, as a strong 
hold, after their -defeat by Henry Spencer, the wariike bishop of Norwich, 
in the battle of North Walsham Heath, the Church was by his order 
demolished. . The arohitectural style of the present building^ confirms 
the tradition, for it evidently appears to have been erected, soon after 
that event. The Porch, vide plate 1, possesses a bold and ornamental 
1 
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dmneter in He dMigv, tad ki oonpoMd ofiiat and ttoiie intennizedy in 
iffoliiteclimd defiBM. fa tktfptndilbeftlie trek dfenlftranoe axe sculp- 
tured the arms of John of Oaant, duke of Lancaster, who had a seat at 
Oimmingham in this neighbomfaood, and the arms of the abbej of St. 
Benet at -Hokne, tis. a crosier in pale between two dneal coronets ; 
blank shields in qaatiefoil compartments are continued round Ute base- 
ment The massive tower of this Church, originally one hundred and 
fbrqr-seren feet high, fell down the lOth of May, 1724; 1^ lebuiNKng 
of this tower was at one period contemplated, and Thomas Hayter, 
bMhop of Nondch, is said to have readily contributed one bundred 
pounds towards so deurable an object; the proposal was however laid 
aside, and the venerable tower still remains in its dilapidated state, as 
•Mtt' in our first piatt, vrhieh lepiesents the ricfaiy ornamented entrance, 

A peculiarity in the plan of ^s really fine building is its having been 
etected without any architectural distinction between the nave nod the 
chuaoel, and, Hke the ancient Roman Basilica, it forms one magnificent 
and sacred chamber, only divided by the screen as usual in this coun- 
try. The side aisles are continlied along the whole extent firom fewest 
to Ae east end, 4nd are separated from the body of tlte church by i 
range of very elegantly Ibnned arches, supported by light cluster^ 
pittars, so lofty as not to admit of a derestoiy above them, and die 
Church is lighted by sMillioned windows on the north and soutii sides. 
In the east window, which was unfortunately demolished by a storm of 
wind in the year 1M9, were the arms of the see df Norwich, impaling 
Freke in stained glass, being die coat of Edmund Yteke, bishop of Nor- 
wiok from 1575 to 1684. 

On the north side of the chancel is llie sepulchral monument of Sir 
Wtfliafli Pa;ston, knt, with his effigies in armour, sculptured by John 
l^y, freemason of London ; the whole is stated to have cost 200/. It » 
adorned with Ae arms of Paston, AtgeiU^ sisr flew de Ihaxttre, and a 
^ief indented or, togedier with many quartenugs. This monument Was 
partially cleaned and repaired a few years ago by the governors of the 
grammar-school, but it is much to be regretted that they left the work 
The inscription is in gold letters upon black marlde. 

Pietati et beneficentis f acnim. 

Obdonnit hie in Domiiu), Oulielmus Pastonus, equea atiratus, antiqua et no- 
bm.ilirpe ortus, oosnatknie'tebiUirinikr laaiiiUi0 eoBJtnKtug, ho^ntifiute 
per annos qvinquagiiita qainqoe, et post mortem vigiBti duntnra claim. 
Ad g gp^ W ttdw Wh«dmiliieacl#iiaafi«thoflHa4l Nwvid cattagiamiif Ckm^ 
villi et Caii moDificus. J^auperibus yiXHm Vafmiitl)i» beneScus. Qis 4^||^ 
lam ih boc loop ad infonna^dam juYentutem ooncioBesq. ad dimum^veriiqai > 
disaeminaiidum, redditibus in peipetaiun aasignatis jue instituit, et mortali- 
tatia memor, boc moniuDentum certa spe in Chrifto resuigendi, tibi Vivos 
ponit. Anno Dni. 1608, etatii mm 80. 



dowred it with forty posiids a year, aad tea pouads amaally for a waaUy 
Wcilixe. 

Widuii the Chinrch were fonaerly ekafiela dediealed to St ThottMM, 
S^^ohH, and St. Margaret^ of the Holy Qboet^ aad <rf Goriiai OhiielL > 
IJie T«0ry beaalifiil fimt is the satfloet of out second. plate, ik is sar** 
rounded by an octafonal railing* the main ini|MNits of which were mA 
foi^wrly iCK^iimed with sqme heraldic devioe i three only remain, nis 
nathod of encloenre is agreeably to.aneientooslonii for in aBitnale pnb» 
lisbed at Antwerp in 1659, it is required that Uie font sbeakL he '^ ein4 
eeUie fBirenwneftuai.'' Tl^ faigh^ omaro e aled oover^ orovnied also by 
^fk einUeBMlieal deinoa» is one of thericbest of its kind in the kingdoni, 
lieing in a sucoessipn of aichesy buttresses^ and pinnaeies, in four, din* 
tinct tiers ; it is terminated by a florid finial, the whole boldly designed 
aadexeoated. 

Hie water used in baptism was formerly consecrated with nwdi oeie* 
many, and to presert^ the same from other uses^ the ornamented eovma 
were adopted, which were always kept lookad. The hallowing jof the 
font, as it was called^ was permitted eren after the commeaeemeatof the 
reformation, aad was usually performed on the eve of Baster and !Pen« 
laoost All children were at one period requind to be christened at 
those times; but as early as the time of Archbishop Peekham, it was 
ordained that baptism should be administered at all times of the year, 
except on the eight days before these evens, daring which, if the child 
could lire, it was eiyoined to wait until the font hallowingp» 

Hie following memorials in this Church are mentioned in the History 
of Norfolk, but most of the slabs have been deprived of the brasses 
that formerly bore the iascriptionsi &c* 

** Orate pro anima D""* Margarete Heterseti que obiit 21 Decemb. 
1307." 

'' Orate, &e.. Willi. Boys, qui obt. 1 Kal. Martii 1404,'' ^c 

** Orate, &g. £dmi. Wwrd, quond. vicarii huj. eccliae." &c. 

" Orate, dsc. Boberti Wythe Capellaui;' die. 

** Orate, &c. Rohi. WyUU Capellam, ^^" 

Robert Elmham^ £sq. was buried in the chapel fA St. Thomas in 
1472. 

A slab to the memory of Henry Scarburgh, Gent, who died in 1683, 
also to Henry Scarburgh, Gent, who died in 1617, set. 56, with the 
arms, Ac 

A slah in neaHyry of Bfary, wife of Edmund lliemylthorpe, Gent, 
-who died July 4, 1685, with his shield of arms. 

Another in memory of Henry Fuller, of North Walsham, Gent, who 
died aged 84, 1704, and his arms. 
3 
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A Mb m memty of Jdm Widien, Gent wlio^died Augost 2», 1712, 
hbarais. 

> 

This towBf wUch is in the hundred of Tuostead, and deanery of Blow- 
Md» is called North Walshan hi respect to its situation as to the lerel 
of Ibe naiAes, and to South Walshnn in Wabham hundred. It con* 
tasBod in the year 1811, four hundred and thirty-two inhabited houses, 
and a pqpulatioB of two thousand and thirty-6Te persons. 

On the heath, beside the road to Norwich, is still standing a stone 
cross in tolerable preserration, said, 'and not improbably, to mark the 
field of battle in 1381. 

We are much indebted to the ^rerend William Ttlkby Spar- 
pans, of Norih Walsham, and to the Rever^id William Farlet 
WiLKiKSON, for their conmunicatioBs respecting this iat»«sting edifice* 
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III ^e tilii^ «f Ei#iird the Crafesior, ikm Lordship of Hm lomi b*- 
l6ng^tottieAbb0lt>f9t.BeiidtatHolm6, being Um gift of King Cft» 
itiite, liM hi inei^oiied in Ddtdesday Bike by tbe nane of HMtftt^ 
iSke potMfemn^Bft of A«t Abbot, togeAer with laMs, irato^ kt 4Li 
¥rete at tilie thhe of th« Conqueror's Mrwf, two chwobes wiA 
iwelDity^eight aeres, as i^rovisMi for the Mrndss cf St Beooi 

The Manor was then held of the Abbot by Bc^it, an offioer cf iho 
cross-borwilien, wbose son Odo, asjsnitted, aeeording to tbe cmstoni of 
A«t &gia, the name De Worstede, or Worsted, irDm this his sead 
liOrAibip. 

Thte td#lh ii sitQ&tbd tfei the Himdred ctf Timslsad, tweSf^e miei 
the &tj of Ntorw%6h, ted t#etity-one from YasmebMi, ehieiiy cionsisliBi 
o^ a sinifte street It litands dii a smaH stream' niming into ttie Thym, 
a tribntsiy lb ihe tdr^t Tare, and is temmrkable for being tbe first 
^lace where twisted yarft Was maniitisetared, wfaicdi obtained fi6m ^ 
oircnkhst&iice the name of W&tgied. Weavers and Workers of ttiat ma^ 
^terial are mentioned in records as early as die reign of Edward III., 
Stnd Obtained privileges in that <^ Kichard II. ; bat tiie town has aotaally 
'dedined in modem times, the market on Saturday has been long dis*^ 
itoed, ted in 1811, it contained only 1(^ inhabited houses, and a popu- 
lation of 019 persons. 

The learned Henry Wharton, author of " Anglia Sacra," son of the 
^Reverend Edmund Wharton, Vicar of this Church, was born here, Kov. 
9, 1664; he displltyed uncommon abilities at an early age, and ooni- 
inenced his career under the patronage of Archbishop Tenison, who 
tecommended him to the Lord Arundel of Trerice, as tutor for his sotk 
*Be died 5 May, 1695, M. 90, leaving by will the greater part of his pro- 
perty, " to be disposed of to a religious use in the Parish of Worstead, 
In which he was bom." His father, who survived him, was one of hia 
eitecutors. 

The period of fhe foundation of the Ohurch, which is dedicated to 
Saint Mary, is not recorded, but ih very early times, it was a Beetoiy 
IB the patronage of the family of tte proprietor of the Mteor. Sir Bo- 
1 
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bert de Woniead, about the beg^ming of the jreign of Henry III., 
gnmted the appropriation of tkis Chardi to the FViory of Norwich^ by 
deed without a date^ and by another deed he gave them the Chapel ci 
St Andrew, which gift was confirmed- by Cardinal^ Pandulph, Bishop 
of Norwich and Pope's Legate* The same Knight also g^ranted them 
lands, by deed confirmed by the Abbot of Holme. 

On the dissolution of the Priory, the Manor belonging to it with the 
Rectory and the patronage of the Vicarage, were granted to the Dean 
and Chapter of Norwich, by whom it is at present held; but Sir George 
Bemey Brograve, Bart, is lay proprietor, under a lease from the Dean 
and Chapter. 

* Hie Chiifch, a fine specimen- of architeetbre, is constructed, like a 
great many others in this and die neighbouring county of Suffolk, of 
fliats faeed, intermixed with stone^ that b to say, the walls are com* 
posed of flint, but the quoins of the buttresses and the mullions of the 
windows, as well as the arches, are of fieestone. It ^sonsists of a Nave, 
or body, with its north and south Aisles, tc^fetheF with a beautiful l^oruhy 
the Tower, and a Chancel. 

The Tower at the west end of this Church, vide Plate 1, is- a dis- 
tinguished ieature of the building, and is of yery beautiful proportion^ 
rising to the height of four stories ; in the first is the entrance, imme- 
diately oTer which is the great west window of four diviskms ; tiie mul- 
lioiis, which sustain it, ramify into a variety of minute tracery, in the 
i^per part, of the most pleasing description. In the next story of the 
Tower, within a square compartment, is a circular window, giving light to 
the belfty, and above, a large pointed window of two lights, divided by a 
transom ; the mouldings of the arich of this window are ornamented at 
regular distances with small paterae, of foliage, &c. In the Tower is a 
peal of six beUs. The whole is supported by graduated buttresses at the 
angles, terminating in low unomamented pinnacles, each- of which is 
•surmounted by a vane, and the Tower is crowned with a handsoipe em- 
battled parapet; four grotesque heads at the corners convey the water 
•from its roof. 

' A very handsome Porch, not dissimilar in its architecture to that at 
-North Walsham, of which we have given the view, is in the south side. 

Near the entrance, at the west end, is the Font, vide Plate 2; in form 
it is hexagonal, each of its sides elaborately sculptured in ornamental 
panels; the shaft, or pedestal, and the steps upon which it is mounted, 
are, with the exception of the lowest, adorned with the same profusion 
of sculpture. The whole is of most elegant proportion, and is crowned 
with a richly carved cover of florid work, in the manner of buttresses^ 
rising in ia succession of pinnacles, round a centre, and terminating with 
a curious finial. The use of the cover has been noticed in our description 
of the Font at North Wsdsbam^ it may now be observed, that the ce« 
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temxmy pf Baptism was originally performed by total immemioo, and 
those Fonts, which claim the greatest antiqnity, are deep and circular ; 
where taste and elegance unite in their forms, as in the present 8nb|ect, 
the age must be ascribed to a comparatirely modem period of history. 

Over the west door is a gallery with the following inscription, upon 
a fillet, represented as twined round a portion of the carred work with 
which it is adorned. * 

€|)t^ tntih \aa^ made in p*" pet nt €^ot mccccci at pr^mp^r co^t^ 
of t])t ca'tell* of t\)t ci)prci)e of iBotjJteo, callpD f bat])tUtc^ Ijte, f 
000 9'$?erbe W all ti^e fa'n'f actors of p"" ^amt^ note ^ tV mt\ Ci)an 
tear JUjSbo'Ojf, Crj^tofjc ifta't* 3|eferp ®ep^ 

Trom the body of the Church, this gallery with the west window over 
it, is seen to the greatest advantage, and in front stands the beautiful 
Font, with its fine spiral cover, which appears particularly elegant; the 
whole, of the interior is .remarkably neat, and it should be noticed, that 
the aisles are not incumbered with galleries, which almost always dis- 
figure the. edifices where. they are introduced, and destroy the graceful 
proportions of the architecture. 

The Chancel is separated from the body of the Church by a very fine 
open screen, adorned with curious delineations of early saints of the 
Church, bearing the date of 1412, which marks the time of its erection. 

The.painting of this screen has. been objected to, upon account of the 
splendid coloring not being now in harmony with the calm tiats of the 
stone, and the present simjdicity of the rest of the building; but it must 
be remarked, that the c(dours are imitated from the ancient part of the 
screen, still preserved ; and it is more than probable, that when it was 
originally erected, the ample windows were adorned with stained glass, 
if not the walls with legendary paintings, which would of course pro- 
duce a combination of effect in perfect unison. The inscription on a 
scroll upon the screen is as follows : 

<^rate et . . . . uf ' tivaf qui fjoc opu^ fferi fececunt 

quar' a'i^ab'^ pptctet' oeu^ amen. ^Quoo opuj^ factum ej^t et ffnitum 
anno o'ni millej^imo quadti'ge^tej^imo ouooecimo, eui ^it gloria fau^ 
jjcnor et amen. 

,The Chancel was built in the 2nd year of tha reign of Richard II., 
at which time the Prior of .Norwich granted thirteen oaka out of 

■ ■ I «» I ' I ■ I ■ ' ■' !■ ■ I. I !■! »■— — ^— I I »»— 11^— I I ■ 

I 

* Candle, a frequent offering to the Church in ancient times. The constant maintenance 
of lights at a particular altar vizs provided for, either by the legacies of the departed, or by 
a guild, or fraternity, which in this case seems to have consisted wholly of bachelors, and 
the husbands or treasurers of the fuiid» at the time of the erection of the gallery, to have 
been Christopher Bant and Jefieiy Pey. 

Ceragium, or waxshot, was the term used for money expended in church lights. 
3 
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Plnmstead Wood, and timber also out of St; Leooard*s Wood, towtnrds 
its completioii. Upoo the floor are still some inlaid brasses remaiaiag 
with inscriptions, as 

Hie jacet d'nus Joh'ei Yop qvonda* rector ecd*ie de Boton cuj' ai'e p'piet Dens. 

Amen. 
Qnte p' ai'a Xpofert Ra't et Joume vz* eg' (jui obiit 11 die Jtniism Anno D'ni 

MOCOOCZZZVIII. 

Iliis appears to .belong to the same person who was instromental in erect- 
ing the gallery, at the w^st end of the Church. 

Another inscription runs thus, conveying but an intricate meaning in 
consequence of its mutilation. 

Hie lapii in puuue, %noer tenet ooa Johsnius. 
Qui qua . . . domino pins X L et Mo meat Anno. . 

At the east end of the north aisle was' formerly a Chapel, dedicated to 
St John the Baptist; part of the idtar, and the frame-work of a paint- 
ing which represented the decollation of that Saint, together with other 
curious portions of the ancient Chapel, still remain, and were repaired 
in 1823; as was also the Chancel screen, at the eiqpense of Wharton's 
benefaction. 

Sir Robert Camownde, a Priest, was buried in 1482 in the Chapel 
of St John. 

In the Chancel are several monuments-to members of -the family of 
Berney of Waxham, ancestors of Sir George Bemey Brograve, Bart of 
Worstead House. 

There are also remaining the following ancient inscribed brasses, viz. 

Orate p' a'i'a Johis Albastyr qui obiit xxiv die Sept Anno D*m mcccccxx cuj' 
a'i'e p*piciet deus Amen. Orate pro a'i'a Agnetis Albastyr que obiit A® D'ni 
xQccccxxiv cujns aTe p'pidet deus amen. 
(^tepro al'a Thome Wfaatt, wyrsted wevyr, qui obiit xv^die Augusti mcccccvi 

cuj' a'i'e p'piciet deus amen. 

Orate pro A'i'ab's Johannis Glover et Isabelle nx e)' qui ob xxi die mensis De- 

>cemb. Anno D'ni M® D* quor* a'i'ab p'piciet deus amen. 

Formerly there was a Chapel, in the Parish but at some distance from 
the Church, dedicated to Saint Andrew ; the Rents of Assize belonging to 
which in the year 1256, were given to the Vicar, together with the Obla- 
tions, when the Vicar was to keep in repair, and find all the ornaments 
for the said Chapel. The chief of these Altar Oblations were' small 
sums paid for saying masses, and other prayers for 'the souls of the 
deceased. Agnes, the widow pf Richard Watts, was buried in St. An- 
drew's Chapel, in the year 1529j aM by will contributed to the repair of 
it at that period, but it is now totally demolished. She also gave lands 
to find two lamps in the Church for ever, tf lAe King's iawi foiUpermU. 
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GREAT YARMOUTH, NORFOLK ; 

PEBPBTUAL CURATE, 

THS REV. RICHARD TURNER, B. D. 



The ancient town of Great Yarmouthy which derires its name from its 
situation at the mouth of the River Yare, and containing at present a 
population of upwards of 18^000 persons, forms only one parish ; the 
Churchy one of the largest in the kingdom. The original foundation of 
the .Church is attributed to Herbert de Losinga, the first Bishop of Nor- 
wich, in the reign of William Rufus, who appropriated it to the Prior 
and Monks of the Holy Trinity, at Norwich, who had formeriy a cell 
here. It is a perpetual curacy, with the appropriation of great and 
small tithes, and at the dissolution the patronage devolved to the Dean 
and Ch^>ter of Norwich, with whom it now remains. 

There is no part of the present building that can be assigned to the 
early period of Bishop Herbert, in whos^ time the circular arch and 
massive shafts shewed the remote connexion of the Norman architec- 
ture with the works of the Romans, but the most ancient parts of this 
Church may be readily assigned to the year 1260, the d6th of Henry 
IIL, when the structure is recorded to have been greatly enlarged, 
and was at that time most probably rebuilt, as in the following year 
it was dedicated to St. Nicholas, a personage, held in the greatest 
repute by mariners, from the circumstance of his prayers having pre- 
served the ship, in which he sailed to the Holy Land, from a storm that 
threatened its destruction. The noble and interesting edifice is situated 
near the north entrance of the town, by the Norwich road ; and although 
it has undergone many injudicious repairs, when considered in regard to 
its appearance and external effect, it still retains the characteristic fea- 
tures of the architecture of the reign of Henry III. The building com- 
prises, in its plan, a nave and two aisles, which latter are larger in re- 
g^d to height and breadth than the body, but do not extend so far 
eastward; the greatest length of the Church, from east to west, is two 
hundred and thirty feet, and the breadth, including the aisles, is one 
hundred and eight feet. 

Plate T., represents the South-west View of the Church, with the 
South-east Porch, and Transept At the west end are four buttresses, 
or octangular towers, those at the extremity, ornamented at the upper 
part with a trefoil-headed panel upon each face, and rise into plain 
pinnades, surmounted by a small cross. The western Windows are not 
1 
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regular ia form, or has their tracery been very carefoDy preaerred; 
otherwise, from its extent, this front would hkve a striking ap)>earance. 
A very great detriment to it, is the accumulation of earth in the church- 
yard, the threshold of the door being now about six feet below the sur- 
face. 

The principal entrance to the Church, is by the south-east door, beneaUi 
the large window of the cross aisle, or transept. The extreme angles of 
this transept are supported, like those at the west end, by graduated but- 
tresses, terminating in towers and pinnacles, between them is a hand- 
some window, diyidcd by muUions into compartments, which in the lipper 
part are multiplied and diversified in their form. The thred windows 
on the south side of the Church, which are shewn in Plates 1 and 2, 
are various in their tracery, without being uniform in their appearance ; 
the centre is the most ornamented ; they were formerly fiU^ with painted 
glass, of which not a vestige now remains. At the intersection of the 
transepts with the nave, rises the Tower, which is now embattled, bnC 
was originally decorated with pinnatles; it demands attention as the 
oldest part of the present structure; it is surmounted by a spire, erected 
in the year 1807, useful and conspicuous as a sea-mark. Hie height of 
the old spire was 186 feet, somewhat higher than the pretient, and was 
of wood, covered with le'ftd, Which having been injured from the shrink- 
ing of the timber, or from the effect of lightning in 1688^ Was crooked in 
its appearance, and was at length taken down in the year 1803^, and 
after a survey by William Wilkins, Esq. of Cambridge, the t6wer vras 
repaired and the spire rebuilt; that and the ball are now covered wiUi 
copper tinned. The TdWer contains a peal of ten bells, esteemed ex- 
ceedingly harmonious. From the top of the ToWer is a very ^e pano- 
ramic view of the busy town and its beautifnl environs. Here are iseen 
the mazy windings of the Blvers Waveney and YaTe> together with the 
the Bure, or North Blver; swelling into an immense lake, the Btaydon 
Water ; and turning towards the ocean, the eye commands a vast extent 
of beach, with the Jetty, Nelson's Column, and ^uiinerons vessels pur- 
suing their course from the northern poVts to London, or lying at anchor 
in the roads. 

A very considerable sum was expended upon « general t>eipair of the 
Church, under an act of parliament passed for that purpose, 9th Of JmSe^ 
1806, when the south side and west end were restored, under Ae diMe- 
tion of trustees, the principal of whom was Sir Ed^nd Knowles b:- 
con, Bart. 

Plate II. is a view of Qie Choir, or Preaching Place, looking east, 
and taken below the Otgan GnUery; That part of Die Church whidt at- 
tends to the west of the Tower fomis, with the Aisles on «aidi t&ib, a 
spadous Choir, having an appearance of nnidi grandeur. 

The Ceilingis aifcient, and paneBed in compartments, at tiie interseclMMis 
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of wbicb «jr9 bo«ie8» cotijbiiiiiiig coats of 9nns» aod yariovs emblems and 
devices, canred* Tbe vbole lias been paiated to represent dark marble 
veined ivjth white; and althou^ tolerably executed, is a very injudicioas 
coloring for what shoold always appear li|^t and airy. Woidd it not 
haye been much better to have adhered to the ancient design, which is 
still to be seen in tihe roof of the north able, where the small moolded 
libs a^d bosses are painted a light color, and the panels studded with 
gilded cinquefoils, ^diai$d like stars. 

The Pulpit is at the south-west end of the choir, and adjoining to it, 
on lihe same leyd, is the Yicar*s Pew, inclosed with a screen, and as- 
cended by a staircase from the cross aisle; the whole is of sing^ar con- 
struction, and is undoUibtedly of the age of Elizabeth, or James I. 

13^ I(eading-desk and Clerk's Pew ar« opposite to the Pulpit, 
oil ^0 noiith-west. Th9 Communion-table being apart from the Choir, 
<^yf(iy part of divine service is read here. 

On 4ho south side is the Alderman's Gallery, at the west end of 

(lii^h, jueax.the Pul|nt, is ithe seat of the Mayor, under a canopy sup- 

j[|ortci4 by four iSuted columns, ornamented with gUding, See,, over it the 

royal arms. The access to this seat is through the Gallery, over which, 

.botween the windows on the south wall, axe the armorial ensigns of Sir 

William Paston, Knt., 16d8, Argent, wtfiensn de Hs azure, and a chief 

^udmtedor, .with supporters and crest; under which is tlus inscription- 

JHis anna stand here, whose workes ef charity shall speake his praise* though 

he in dust doth ly. 

Mongst many more good deedes nv^^ he hath done, 
Yarmouth doth 'knowledge this for to be one. 
That he gave to their pore a pound a yeere, 
For ever to continue, as it doth appeare. 

Sir W. Paston gave out of the Rectory of Caistor eight pounds per an- 
num, to be disposed of by the Bailiffs of the Poor for ever. At the west 
end of the Gallery is the arms of Sir Samuel Tryon, Knt, 1615, azure, 
a fess oreneUe between six estoiles, argent, inscribed, 

a iinb \xitlu\Bi^i)tt to dui: garmoutl) ^eece* 

IN MEMORZAM BENErACTORIS MUNXFICI. 

Seliweenithese paiipted coats, and about the centre of the Gallery, b a 
auttrble tablet, bearing the arms of .the town : '' Erected by the Corpo* 
ralion, as a tribute of gratitude to the memory of Edward Wames, Cik., 
Sector of Lammas, with Great and little Hautboys, for his liberal do- 
iiati<m of an estate at Thrigby to the Corporation, for the use of the 
poor of this town for ever. He departed this life,the 27th of Decern* 
ber, 1700, aged 87 years, and lies interred in the Church at Thrigby.". 
On the north side of the Choir is another Gallery, erected by Mr. 
John Fullsr, and Bachael, his wife, in 17Q5„at the expense of 130/., for 
the benefit of the fishermen's Hospital in this town, when two pillars 
3 
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of the Dare were aetnally renored to adnitlii^'tD tfiis QtlHay, wUoh 
in itself diefigures the appearance of the Chnreh considerably. 

The Oigan, at the west end of this Churchy is said toezceed in exod- 
lence of tone and power every instrament of the idnd in Snfope, except 
thatat-Haeriem. It was originally erected in 1793, bat was repaired 
by En^aad in 1812, and consists of three parts, vks. the Great Organ, 
the Choir. Organ, and the Swell, together with two octayes of pedal 
pipes. It stands in a Grallery, supported by foor Doric columns. 

At the north-west end of the middle aisle is the Fcmt, raised upon three 
steps; it is octangular, and is covered by an ornamented pyramidicd 
wooden top, painted and gilt 

Plate III. represents the spacious east end of the Churchy caDed the 
New Chancel; the view is taken from the south-west, and shews the 
large south-east window. Over the Communion-table ja painted the 
Decalogue, the Lord's Prayer, and Creed ; the whole inclosed by a 
wooden balustrade. Tliis part of the Church measures in extent from 
east to west 67 feet, and 108 feet fromnorlh to south ; but b only used 
at the time of administering the sacrament, and for the'Celelnrailion-of 
marriage. 

Before the Reformation, this Chuich, like most others in the king- 
dom, had its Holy Rood, or Cruciix» with the figures of Mary and 
John. Swinden's account of this, in his .History of Yarmouth, is. cu- 
rious and interesting to the admirers of Church antiquities. ** In the 
east end of the middle aisle, stands the Communion Table, where for- 
merly stood the Great, or High Altar, and over it a loft or perch, call- 
ed the Rood Loft, erected by Robert de Haddesco, Prior of St. Olave's, 
in 1370, and ornamented with curious decorations and devices at his own 
cost and charges. It is called ' Opus pretiosum circa magnum altare,' 
and by means of illumination with lamps and candles, the whole ap- 
peared exceeding splendid and solemn. These lights before the altars, 
in ancient times, were, with great care and expense, constantly main- 
tained, and had always a custos or warden appointed to superintend 
them; and so zealous were the. ancients to maintain these lights, that 
very few wills were made wherein some legacy was not given to this 
illumination." 

Between the High Altar, and the east wall, was formerly aspace-of 
about nine feet, which was used as a vestry in later ^ times ; it was after- 
wards converted to a Charnel-house, but in^the year 1783, the east wall 
was removed, and a window substituted, immediately at the back .of 
the Communion Table. The two pointed windows on each side. this 
part of the Chancel, are amongst the oldest portions of the.building» 
and are evidently of the aera of Heniry lU. 

'' The Prior of St Olave, besides what is before mentioned, biuit, in 
the east end of tins Church, a neat Chapel, and dedicated it, to the Lady 
of Arpeburgh, which was standing in 1545, and on the north side thereof 
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wa8:6Tecled a fine Organ^ and to {he west of it, the Choir, futiiished 
with eight priests, who were sent from Norwich, and resided here under 
the Prior, and composed a Choir till the Dissolution. So numerous 
were the. Chapels in this Church, in the reign of Edward III!, that, 
though the buUding is spacious, it was thought adyantageous to erect a 
new edifice at the west end, which was. called the new work, and in- 
tended as an additional aisle to the Church; but by reaison of the great 
plague in .1340, when no less than 7,052 persons died in this town, it was 
never completed. Each of these Chapels had an Image, Altar, light, 
&c., which were chiefly supported by. a company called a Guild, who 
had land, tenements, money^ goods^ plate, and other utensils belong- 
ing, to. them, and were all dissolved, except the Merchant's .Guild, the 
df7th Henry YIII."— ^MncZen. 

At the dissolution of religious houses, when an inventory of the or- 
naments belonging to- this church was taken, amongst other things are 
mentioned eleven, tunicles, the gift of Sir John Fastolfe, Knt. ; a silver 
temple, weighing 168 oz.; and some of the oil of St. Nicholas^ a sacred ^ 
relic, die gift .of one of the priors. 

In this part of the Church, called the New Chancel, on the north-east, 
behind the seats, which are continued round the greater part, is a triple 
niche and piscina, and on the north side a very curious doorway, con- 
sisting of a flat Tudor arch, with a moulding all around, enriched with 
quatrefoils and shields alternately. In the spandrils are an angel cens- 
ing, upon one side, and a priest kneeling before a cross, which is radiated, 
on the other. Over the centre of the arch is a sculptured shield charged 
with a chevron nebule between three demy seals, and surmounted by a 
helmet and mantling, but the crest is broken off. 

Here are many handsome modem mural monuments of marble, with 
inscriptions dictated apparently by filial piety, and a proper regard to 
the memory of deceased relatives ; but all the monumental brasses, by 
an order of assembly in 1651, were torn from the marbles in which 
they were bedded, and were delivered to the bailiffs of the town for the 
purpose of casting them into weights and measures for the use of the 
inhabitants ; an act of spoliation which we are really grieved to record. 
The oldest monumental inscription now in the Church is dated 1620. 

Plate IV. is a view of the North Aisle, or Old Chancel, as it is called, 
from the east end near the base of the Tower. At the time this Church 
was under the Prior of Norwich, it appears from Swinden^s History of 
YiBumouth, that three Parish Chaplains and one Deacon usually o£S- 
ciated here, and 'were supported by the Priory at Norwich ; for in the 
reign of Henry VI. twenty shillings were paid by the Prior to the town 
as a compensation for the temporary want of a Parish Chaplain and a 
Deacon. 

This part of the Church was formerly open to the Choir, but about 

forty years since the screen at the back of Fuller^s Gallery, to which 
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the siSKS, seal on the left of the View, Plate 4, lead^ was erected fiir 
dM greaier aeeMnnodatkmof die coagregaltoo, aad this aisle is at pre- 
sent disnsed, exesfl as « place of sepultare. In the wall on the noidi 
side, near the east end, is a very handsome arched moanment of €ree- 
stone« ornamented with crockets and pinnacles, appaxenUy about the age 
ofEdwardllL Within this ludi is n dab of Pmiyeck marble, of mnch 
dder date : it is of taper form, and is sculptured with a cross of eight 
points, eadi terminating in a trefiMl, and is undoubtedly the memorial of 
some former chaplain. 

Against this waU is a small tablet to the BMmory of Henry Swinden, 
the historian of dus town, who died lldi January, 1772, set 66, erected 
by John Ives, F«S.A.; there are also three mural monuments to die 
family of £ngland, arms, gule$f three Umuptmamif or^ and others to those 
of Symonds, arms, fa6le, a do^pkm embomed, argent, and of Preston, 
a family which stiU flourishes in the town, arms, ermine, on a ehi^ tn- 
deiaiedtMe, three treteenig, or. At the west end of this Aisle or Chan- 
cel, is a fine window of three divisions, and a Chamber Vestiy, the iaige 
tablets on the outside contain lists of benefactions to the Charify- 
sdiool, and are surmounted by a figure of Charity, and a boy and girl. 
Oyer the entrance is a square stone, with the arms of the town. Anno 
Domini, 1860. 

THOHAS FELI8TBAD, 

• « « « 

BATUB8. 
^SNBT MOVLTOK, 
BICHABD BBTT8, 
CHUBCHWABDBN8. 

The other name was that of William Burton, which was ordered to be 
erased at the Restoration. 

In this Vestry is a collection of about two hundred ancient volumes, 
and a very curious and singular library-table, or Reading-desk, contain- 
ing six shelves, which revolve upon an axis, and, by a mechanical con- 
struction, preserve their level, presenting alternately the various volumes 
for consultation with the greatest ease. 

At the east end, against the wall of the transept, is a marble monu- 
ment to Sir William Gooch, Bart., who died i7th December, 1751. 
Arms, party per pale, argent and sable, a chevron bettoeen three taJbats 
passant, counterchanged, on a chief gules, three leopard/ heads, or. Crest, 
a taUfot passant, per pale, argent and sable. Motto, Fide et virtute. 

The principal entrance to the Church-yard, which contains about six 
acres, is by a handsome iron Gateway, at tiie end of an avenue of limes 
leading from the Market-place ; but on the west side is a very curious 
mutilated brick Gateway, of the time of Charles I., which deserves to 
be restored to its pristine form. On the north and east sides of the 
Church-yard are the remains of the old town walls. 
6 
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BULWICK, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ; 

RECTOR^ 

' REV. JOHN THOMAS TRYON. 



SuLWiCK, otf» it was sometimes spelt Bolewyke, b in the HttDdred 
pf Corby, tei tliles from Stamford, on the road to Kettering, aild is 
situated ijn VtMm Deanery. The Church, of which we present a south 
Yiew, is a Tery fipe specimen of that peculiarity in architecture for which 
this countf is o|e of the most celebrated in iJie kingdom. The Tower 
and stone Spiie ^re models of their kind ; simply elegant in their gene- 
ral appearance, they combine the most just proportions with a taste- 
ful distribution of ornament. Four plain graduated buttresses at the 
Mgles support the Tower ; its basement, fourteen feet by ten, as high 
as die body of the Church, is plain ; but the lofty story which rises above^ 
is ornamented oih each face with two united, and very elegantly pro^* 
pOjTtioned pointed windows, filled with tracery in the upper part, and di- 
vided by a transom in the middle ; above, is a rich band or fascia filled 
with quatrdbils, &c., and grotesque heads, forming water-spouts at the 
angles; the Tower is finished with an embattled parapet. The Spire, of 
stone, which rises to a considerable height, is octagonal, pierced with two 
tier of tabernacled openings, on alternate sides, and is terminated by a 
.▼ane ; the Church standing D«i an eminence above the village, the spire 
is a most pleasing object for many miles. The structure consists of a 
body, north and south aisles, i^nd a chancel ; its total length is ninety feet 
six inches ; Ikreadth, including the aisles, forty-nine feet six inches. The 
entrance is lyk pordi on the south side; the body of the Church is di- 
vided from the chancel by a screen, and, on the south side the altar, is 
the triple sedilia of stone, and a piscina. Bridges, in his history of this 
county, mentions the following memorials ; but, from alterations, during 
the various repairs the Church has undergone, some of them no longer 
exist. In the chancel is a stone to the memory of the Rev. John 
Nobles, who had been Rector of this parish forty-two years, ob. 1692, 
set. 68, and, on the east wall, a tablet to the Rev. Charles Nettleton, 
twenty-six years Rector of the parish, ob. 1719, set. 57 ; there is also 
now remaining another stone in the north wall of the Chancel to the 
1 
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memory of the ReT. Francis Jackson, who was forty-nine years Rector 
of this parish, ob. 1770, mt 75. 

Near the screen, in the body, of the Church, is a. brass, with this in- 
scription : 

'' Hit iattnt IBtirmu^ €t8o^ tt iBargareta npnt mf Vfii qntbtrn 

IPiirm-: — XIX" Hie mtnffit ap'Ii^ a'no ©W IftiU'tmo cccc*. 

Lxxxii. quor' a'fafaajf propi* ^" 

Against the south wall, a mural monument, with the figures of an 
elderly man and woman kneeling on opposite sides of a prie dieu in- 
scribed below, nohis vita 9obu CkriMha ett; beneath the figures are re- 
presented six children, Elizabetha, Johannes. Gulielmus, Ricardus, Ca- 
rolus, and Josias. Arms, vert, a fiewr de 1u, argent. Crest, a goaitt 
leai proper. Aboye the figures this inscription, ** Hie jacet Henricus 
Fowkes Miles uxorque ejus fidissima domina Jana, Robert! Denys 
Eqnitis de Brickton, comitatu Devon, filia, adjacet tumulata quae post^ 
quam a praedicto conjuge cum unica gnata undecim filios peperit una 
cum decimo tertio, Augusti 23, anno domini, 1009, in partu obiit, ilidem 

Henricus Miles letho soMt debitum die anno Domini . " On a 

board against the south-west pillar, ** John Brown, confectioner, citisen 
and Salter, of London, eldest son to William Brown, late of Bulwiek 
town, gave, in the year 1682, when come was deare, to the poor of Ais 
town of Bulwiek, being the (dace of his nativity, the somme of three 
pounds ten shillings." 

In this parish was formerly a Guild to the honor of St Anne ; by the 
commissioners' return, the second year of the reign of Edward VI., it 
was certified to be possessed of a stock money gathered of men's de- 
votions bestowed on lights and drinking in gange week, amountmg to 
eight pounds, six shillings, and eight pence. 

In the Church-yard here was also founded a chantry to the honor of 
St. Anne and our Lady, by Geoffiry Cappe; Henry, Duke of Lan- 
caster, John of Ghent, and Lord William Zouche, for two priests. 

The Church is at present undergomg a repair at the expense of the 
parish, when new pews, and a new pulpit and reading-ddsk of oak, are 
to be erected. 
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VII., was discoyered uu ^.u . . • - .. • t v » = 

a pilgrim with a greyhound, &c. This interesuui^ ac^ ^ 
public view, principally through the praisewordiy exertions of 9 
able antiquary reskiing in the town. 
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KETTERINGi NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ; 

RECTOR, 

t 

THE REV. B. W. FLETCHER. 



Tiii^ pfidd and wmsm^Dt of our Parish Churches are, no doubt, th^ 
M^ flpms whidk» ^t nay be observed, are generally found to be more 
praralent in the flat than in the hilly counties. Northamptonshire 
aboimds with thern^ and the example, we have here selected may rank 
with the most, elegant. Mr. Dallivway, in his Observations on English 
Aiebitecture^ has justly remaiked, ** that the more beautiful specimens 
,ci. a, species of architeeture exclusively our own, (for upon the Conti- 
Jiei^- the 9fke is rarely seen,) are extremely simple, and owe their 
«SeeliQ their fine iHrpportiomSy anbroken by ornamental particles." This 
observation strikes us particularly with regard to tiie spires of this 
eolmtyy in which the several openings, surmounted by tabernacled ca- 
iM^es^ break the beantifiil outline of the principal ol^'ect, and although 
they may give a richness of effi^t, deprive the spire of the chaste sini^ 
pliti^ of its original design. 

At the west end of thi« Cburcli, which is dedicated both to Saint Peter 
and Scant Paul, is the embattled Tower, represented in our plate,, three 
stories in height, graceful in- its ornaments, and just in its proportions, 
having at each angle a small hexangular turret; from hence rises the 
spire, enriched with crockets, and terminating in a vane ; on opposite 
sides of the spire are the small windows or openings above mentioned. 
Besides the body of the Church, which is really handsome, and is very 
generally fdmited, there is a North and South Aisle, separated from it 
by remarkably fine pillars, and a Chancel. In some of the windows of 
the Aisles are still remaining fragments of the painted glass, with which 
they were formerly filled, consisting chiefly of mutilated portraits of Ec- 
clesiastics, and Saints of the Church. 

During the late repairs, it became necessary to clear the walls of the 
whitewash, when a curious painting, apparently of the period of Henry 
YU., was discovered on the north wall of the Church. It represents 
a pilgrim with a greyhound, &c. This interesting relique is preserved to 
public view, principally through the praiseworthy exertions of a respect- 
able antiquary residing in the town. 
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On the back of the screen diyiding the North Aisle from the Chancel, 
are figures of a nair and four sonr, aad a woauoi aad foar daagkters, 
with this iiiscription orer their heads. 4^Mt JfCn aH*ahUi Wifiitlmi 

%mtl^ et 9oi)amie ilitit et Clif abetfi itFOtam ejass tt animabn^ 

0miripm %tntlattacnm , fmrnttf flmen. Underneath the\ figures is 
inscribed, '' Who so redis mi name shal have Godys Blyssing and Onr 
Ladys, and my Wyfis doe sey Ae same." 

Orer the North Porch are two sculptured shields, the first bearing. 
Two keys endorsed in sstHier, four cross crosslets fitch^, arms of the 
Episcopal see of Peterborough. And the second charged with, Two 
swords in saltier, perhaps die see of London. 

In the Church are no Monuments, except a small brass inlaid against 
the wall, for a member of the family of Sawyer, wha endowed an*hos- 
pitd iff this town for six poor widows. In the Church-yard are Ihe 
remains of an ancient Tomb, without any inscription, but winch,' from 
an authentic tradition, was erected for the person who built the Steele. 
Over the Pordi door are three handsome niches, beautifully scidptmed, 
in which were formerly statues of St Peter, St. Paul, and the Founder 
of the Church, destroyed by the puritans in the time of Oliver CrottiweU. 
Oyer this Porch is a cell, anciently used by one of the Monks of Peter* 
borough, to the Abbot of which a weekly market was graftted ^or-the 
'support of the said Monk. 

Since tiie induction of the Rev. B. W. Fletcher, ' the present Reeior, 
'the Church has been newly pewed, and Galleries have been erected. 
'The Right Honorable Lord Sondes is now the Patron. 

The Town of Kettering in Huxloe Hundred, is pleasantly silaated'On 
a gentle ascent, above a branch of the River Nen, and contained in 
the year 1811, seven hundred and thirteen houses, with a pop^ation 
^ of three thousand two hundred and forty-two persons. 
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particotan of the monumeots in this Chapel, at they eziited in Jme, 
'iBdOy i^fe derived from. some chnrcb-uotefl, pveserred in the Harieian 
IibFvy> in the Britbh MuB^um, which are pijnted in yol. i« of the Topo- 
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lirer Windruafa, in the 
unpton, at the dUluee 
-aix from hcmioo, in a 

die of the elsTtnth cen- 
itben, to his Cathedral 
Ilia delirenuice from the 
ler of Edward the Con- 
tt plough-aharea, affirm 
that event. In the fol- 
Bloifl, Bishop of Win- 
wly-founded hospital of 

lity of the High street. 
>fm of a cross, with a 
lar turret at each angle, 
f which are rather eab- 
ij a descent of several 
hich is a Tacant cano- 
■ions of the north side. 
In the spacioua aad h^idsome Chancel is the ancient Pis<una, tt^ether 
with some remains of the stooe recesses used by the priest and deacons 
during the celebaUion of mass. Here also is the burying-place of the 
FrMndfomily; and, on a grave-stone ofblack marble, an engraved brass 
of a maa in a gostn, to die memory of Richard Ayshcombe, of Lyford, 
who died on the 1,2th of June, 1006, aged^S. In a recess at the end of 
die nprth transept are two recombent effigies in stone, without inscrip- 
tion, and much debced by age. At the north-western angle of the 
Church is a Chapel, which is die burying-place of the Wenmau family. 
Itsvooden roof is indifferently painted in resemblance of clonds, red, 
white, and bine, abnndantly iatenpened with gilt itafs. Hie firilowing 
particutars of die monuments in diis Chapel, as they existed in June, 
laso, are derived frmnsome chnrcb-notes, {neserved in the fiarluan 
Jjhrvy, in the British Museum, which are printed in vol. i. of the Topo- 



WITNEY CHURCH. 

grapher ; and the eailief t ioicriptton now remaiimig b tfiat of Sir Francis 
Wenman. 

'* In a Chapel^ attke lower end dftbe north Hf, under an arch in the 
wall, an ancient proportion of a woman in stone, at her feet a dog.^ 

At the ea^ end of this Chapel, an ornamented oval tal^tety to the me- 
moryof Maiy, wife of Francis Wenman, of Caswell, Esq., and daughter 
of Thomas Lord Wenman, of Thame Park, who died Nor. 13, 1657. 
On a large grayestone of hlack marble, raised a little from die ground, 
this inscription : 

*' In hope of a joyiiiU resurrection here lyeth the body of Sir FnunciB Wemnaa, 
Kt. who mairied Anne, the daughter of Samuel Sand jb, Kt by whome he 
left inoe Samuel, Francis, and Anne, and deceased June 26, A*. Dni. 1640, 

aged 40 years:" 

with sereral coats of arms; among them Wemman^ impaHng a fesse 

dannoeite, between three crosses fitch^, Strndtfi. ** Orer it upon the 

wall his sword, with helmet and spurs, with banners of the arms of 

WeiMHNi and quarterings." 

A brass figure of a man in a winding sheet, with this inscription : 

" Pray ftr the soule of Wm. Wenman, tiie which departed out of this life the 
zzx. day of August, in tiie year of our Lord mvcxxx, on whose soule Jhesa 

have mevcy: 

At each comer a scroll, with " Jhu mercy. Lady help." 

At the south side of the Chapel, a raised monument of grey marble, 
with brass figures of a man and his two wives, and their children, fi?e 
girls and three boys. Over the man's head a scroll, bearing ** Soa 3W- 
mia$ fcfittt deui miierere nobiif round the verge the following inscrip- 
tion : 

" Of your charity pray for the soulys of Richard Wenman, Anne and duistian 
hiB wifes, whiche Christian deceased the xi. day of April in the year of our 

LoidCiodicooooc. and the said Anne deceased the .... . day of 

in the year of our Loid God mv. • • » « • on' whose soules* &c« 

Man in what state that ever thou bee, 
Timor Mortit should trouble thee." 

Hie living consists of a Rectory and Vicarage ; the former valued, in 
the King^s boohs, at 411. 9t. 4id., the latter at 91. I2i. 6d. : they were 
united, in the ninth year of Charles L, into one benefice, by the name of 
the Rectory of Witney; but all dues and fees are reserved as if they 
were still separate. The Bishop of Winchester is the patron. 

Dr. Thomas Jackson, % celebrated Arminian divine, and the ornament 
of the University of Oxford in his time» was appointed Vicar of Witney 
in 1688, thfouf^ the interest of Archbishop Laud; being at the same 
time made Prebendary of Winchester and Dean of Peterborough, and 
having before been deeted Piresident of Corpus Christi ColIegBi ** He 
was a person,'' says Anthony ik Wood, m his Athenm Ozonienses, "fw" 
nished with all learned langnages, arts, and sciences, especiaUy rnntn* 

physics, which he lod^d upon as a necessary hudinaid to difinity.'' 

s 



h- 



'•^ - *• .f' f "^ \ tr 






' « 



X » . . 



J 


•« 


T> ;• 


1 


f 


1 


•'»i« 


ai 


1 


• • 


(? 


\ 5 


1 

* • 


« 


. 'i 


'*i 


\yo . 


• • » 


» 


.'i f 




■ 1. 


J ' 


I 


• • 




. »•• 


. > 


r ' 


, 


1 


if'^ 


i*" 


» 


J.*; 


1* 
I ■ 


».'• 1. 


» 


1 _ 


^ 



* ' ,.. 






' >• 






<i < It 





'rl',> 


• 


SO 


■1*. 




-x' 


.f f: 


• 




•* ' . 


1 
'I 



<• it 



t.i . _! t.-* \ 









» 



f 



c 



t 



' » ' • ••■ •■ 



I 



> 






I, ■ • . ■ • ♦ i' • ».' • • 'f 



Vtmia» «n the vouUi mde ut .ui« i.^«%t«« 
1 



1 



»t 



« 

f 



LOWESTOFFE, SITFFOLK; 

YICAB> 
UEV. RICHARD LOCKWOOD. 



IjOWBSTorFB is situated on the most eastern point of land in England, 

'«po« an erainenoey commandiDg an. extensive prospect of the German 

Ocean, and when beheld from the sea has the noUest and most beautifal 

appearance of any place on the coast, between Newcastle and London* 

The Church, built of flint and stone, stands about half a mile west of 
the town,. at a secure distance firom the inchrsion.of tbe.sea; the jMresent 
edifice is supposed to haT^ been erected prior to 1865,. and is kept in 
repair by lands belonging to it, consisting of aboye 90 acres, together 
. wi0i «eTeral Jtenements, which are let by auction, in the presence of the 
Minister and Churchwardens, every seven years. The whole, building, 
-from west to east, is 182 feet long, 47 wide, and 43 feet high. The 
height of the Tower, including the Spire, which is 50 feet, is 120 feet. 

The View selected for ike illustration of this edifice is taken from tka 
smrth-east. The series of windows on the south are divided by mullions, 
whioh form in the upper parts delicate tracery ; the east window is also 
admired for the handsome distribution of trefoil-headed arches, of which 
the lights are composed. And the buttresses are faced with architectu- 
ral ornaments of flint and stone, curiously &bricated, in a metiiod pecu- 
liar to this county and Norfolk. 

A Porch, on the south side,' forms the .principal entrance to the 
•Church ; over it is a room, called the Maids* Chamber, after a tradi- 
tion that two maiden sisters retired to it, for the purpose of religiouii 
se<jtt8ipn. It is farther reported, that these sisters, whose names were 
Elizabeth and Katharine, caused two wells, between the Church and the 
Town, to be dug at their own expense, for the benefit of the inhabitants, 
and that the name of Basket Wells is a corruption of Bess and Kate. . 
: On the ceiling of the Porch is a carved Boss, representing the Trinity, 
also two shields, charged with the emblems of the Redemption. 

The Nave, or Body of the Church, is separated from the side .Aisles 

by lofty handsome pillars, and receives additional light from a clerestory 

admitting eight windows on each side. At the entrance of the Chancel 

was formeriy a Rood-loft, the ascent to which was discovered a few 

years since by the accidental falling of some stones from one of the but- 

tremes on the south side of :the Nave« 
1 ■ ' 
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The Chancel n feiMrfcaMy dBfwt, m expense hmBg been spaied 
m lestoring it to its^pristine beauty. The East Window #as painted and 
presented to the Church by Ur. Robert Allen of tlus town. Beneath a 
large marble slab, in the middle of the floor, 4sttterred Thomas Scroope, 
Kshop of Dromore, in Ireland, and Vicar of this parish, who died here 
January 16, 1491. Th^ bishop was descended from the noble family 
of Scroope, and was otherwise named Bradley, from the place of his 
birth, he was instituted to this Vkarage in 1478, and died at die age 
of Tory little less than 100 years. The brass, which was intended to 
perpetuate his resemblance, is nearly all destroyed and taken away. 
. In the Chancel is also iatened the Horn, Janwa Howard, yoaageipt 
•on ofThdmas, Bari of BerWlke, who died ml. 28, on dm^'Stk^Jhuii, 
1866; of the womids he lecnived tho preceding day in the searfighi wi& 
Hie I>ntch off this town. 

On the irst step of the Chancel, €• a white marble stmie, is a9iaMi^ 
tion for the Rer. John Tannter, fifty-one y«a» Ticar of LawestoA^ and 
brother of Dr. Thomas Tanner, bishop 9t St As^^ msthor of dm 
•* Nolitia M onasliea r he died 33d Dec. 1769, mt 76. The Chaaecl wm 
lepaired, and the Nave of the Church wa» pared by hini. TheOtgmi 
was set up i» 1778. 

At the west end of the Naye k a Imttj narrow ar^, snpposed to h«f& 
been onginally used as the Penitent's Porch, agveeaMy to the cnstom of 
Ae ancient church. The Font is par t i cu iarly curious^ bnl has been inclr 
Mttced ; several figures of saints, with which it had bemL adorned, wuie 
damaged,-ander an ordinance of the Long Padiament,inl644. ThmJJs^aft 
ascent of lluree steps to it, the uppermost of whioh formeiiy bore an im* 
sttription, bui it is now illegible. In the south Aisle are Monaments to 
Thoinas Anno4, who fcranded the^Grammar School here in 1670 ;- to Bear 
Admiral Usher, ob. 1669 ; John, Us eldest son, ob. 1666; to Robert hm 
second son, ob. 1690, »t. 60 ; Admiral Sir John Ashby, who wa^^^i- 
gaged in the battles at Baatry Bay, Beachy Head, in 168^, and Cap^ 
la Hogae, in 1692, he died 12th July, 1693 ; another of hia nephew, Vke' 
Admiral Jtames Migfaells, who died 2lst March, 1783, vst. 69; and 1^ 
memorial of Captain Thomas Arnold, who died 31st Aug, 1787, mt &^ 

In the CboTchyard is interred the remains of ihe Rev. Robert Piotterr 
A. M. Vicar of Lowestoffe and Kessingland, asid also a Prebendary df 
Norwich, who died the 8th of August, 1804, «t. 83. The literary world 
is indebted to him for the best poetical yersions of .Sschylus, published iii* 
1777, Euripides in 1781, and of Sophocles in 1788. A plain table monu- 
ment to his memory is placed against the north wall of the ChanceL Ther^ 
is also in the Churchymrd a handsome pyramidal Monument to die 
m^moiy of John Barker, Esq., one of the elder Brethren of the Trinity 
House, who was a g^eat benefactor to this his natire town; be diedf 

Nov. 1, 1767f mt 80, and was hsax interred with great foaerali pomp. ' 
2 r 
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CROYDON, SURREY ; 

VICAR, 

THE REV. J. C. LOCKWOOD, M. A. 



X HB magpoificeot Palace of the Primate of all England procured cele- 
brity to this town, in very early periods of history. The Archbishops 
of Canterbury have possessed the manor from the time of the Norman 
Conquest, and Croydon was the place of their occasional retirement, when 
those Prelates enjoyed their utmost plenitude of power, and the enor-. 
mous revenues which enabled them almost to equal royalty itself,, in the 
s|^endour of their establishment, and in the profusion of their hospita- 
lity. The Church, from the earliest time, was appropriated to the Arch- 
bishopric, and to the munificence of successive Prelates the present 
building doubtless owes its existence. The ancient Palace, no longer 
belonging to the archbishops of Canterbury, is now in a state of great 
dilapidation, and is inhabited by Messrs. Starey, Bleachers, &c. ; but 
the Church still retains its primary appearance, and has been selected 
for the attention of our readers as one of the finest and most interesting 
examples of Ecclesiastical architecture in this county. It stands at the 
bottom of the town, contiguous to the site of the Palace, a portion of 
which was added to the Church-yard, about the year 1808. 

Plate 1. — ^The exterior view, represents the north side of the Church, 
which consists of a spacious nave, north and south aisles, and chancel» 
extending in length 13(> feet. The tower at the west end, is very lofty, 
and exceedingly well-proportioned, the decorations are chaste and sim- 
ple, and are more striking from the justness of their disposition, than 
from their exuberance. Tliis portion of the edifice, judging from the shields 
bearing the arms of Abp. Chichele, which occupy the spandrils of the 
arch of entrance, was erected by that Prelate, at the very time that the 
pointed style had attained its utmost perfection. The Tower is built of 
flint and stone, and contains a fine peal of eight bells, and a clock. It 
rises to the height of four stories, and with the exception of the very 
fine muUioned window over the door, the lower divisions, which derive 
support from buttresses, are not much ornamented ; the chief decora- 
tion being reserved for the summit, where the buttresses terminate in 
1 
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octaDgidar torretoy sinrmoiiiited by erocketted pianades, bemiiag gilded 
▼anes; at tlie south-east corner is the Saint's bell, a position asnallj as* 
signed to it in the Tower. 

This handsome Tower underwent a thorough repair some years ago, 
when those parts of the sculptural orqanienty which had suffered from the 
devastation of time, were judiciously restored with Roman Cement. It 
is recorded by the following inscription oyer the door : 

THIS TOWER RBPAIHED IN 1807 AND 1808, WILLIAM BROWN 
ANp JOHN PHILLIPSON, CHURCHWARDENS. 

Both on the north and soujkh side is a Porch of entrance: that on the 
north bears the arms of Archbishop Courtenay, who may be supposed to 
have erected a portion of the Church in the reign of Richard 11. 

The Chancel, properly so called, has been restored in good taste, 
which is denoted by the following inscription at the east end. ** TUs 
Ohancel end was repaired and beautified by Alexander Calddengh, 
Esq. in the year 1808." St. Nicholas*, or the Bishop's Chapel, at die 
east end of the South Aisle, was repaired in 1815, and St. Mary's, or 
Heron's Chapel, at the east end of the North Aisle, was repaired in 1817. 
The interior of this Church, Tide Plate 2, embracing the view of die 
Nave and Chancel, presents a most noble appearance ; the Nave is se- 
parated from the Aisles on either side by light clustered columns, 
supporting pointed arches : towards the east end, near the Pulpit, is a 
column of white marble, with an inscription written by Glover, the au- 
thor of Leonidas, in memory of Philippa Bourdieu, who died 84th 
June, 1780, set 50, A marble tablet, under the above, records the death 
of James fiourdieu, Esq. of Coombe, in this county, 3d Nov. 1802, set. 90. 
On the wall between the Nave and the Chancel, is a column of white 
marble, supporting a funereal urn, in memory of Anne, wife of John Bour- 
dieu, of 6olden>square, London, who died 23d March, 1798, set 31. 

The Organ, over the western entrance, was built by Avery, in 1794, 
who always considered it as his greatest work. Some additions and 
improvements to this instrument were afterwards made by Elliot, and 
in its present state it may justly be deemed a perfect specimen of the art. 
The Font in Heron*s Chapel, of an octagon form, has been lately re- 
stored, after having been laid aside for some tim^ ; ijt is probably coeval 
with the church; the quatrefoil panels on its sides ;^re filled with roses, 
in one is a lion's head. 

In the Chancel were formerly twelve ancient wooden stalls, of curious 
workmanship, which were removed to afford space for above a hundred 
children of the School of Industry, who now have seats here. On the 
south side of the Altar is the large and handsome monument of Edmund 
Grindall, Archbishop of Canterbury, born in 1519, at Hensingham, a 

small village in Cumberland. Under the patronage of Cecil, he attained 
2 
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sneoessively the sees of London, York, and Canterbury: in 1683, he 
reared to Croydon where he died, July 6, 1583. Upon the tomb are re- 
presented his arms, viz. Quarterly ^ or and azure, a ara$i quartered^ ermme 
OMd or, between feur peakeni, collared and counterekanged, impaled with 
sosie of his ecclesiastical dignities. 

On the neith wall of the Chancel are tombs to John Pynsent, Esq. 
Prothonotary. ob. 20th August', 1868; arms, gules en a ehetrvm e»^ 
graUfid^ three mullets argent. And to Maister Henry Mill, and £liz. his 
wife, ob. 1575. In the middle of the chancel is a marble slab, inlaid 
with brass, bearing this inscription :-^" Hie jacet Egidius Seymer, qui 
pbtit xm die Deeemis Anno Dni. mccccxxx. cujns aie propicietur 
Deus^ 

Plate 3 represents the Chantry, dedicated to St. Nicholas, now called 
the Bishop's Chapel, ai the east end of the South Aisle ; this Chapel ap- 
pears to hare been founded about the year 1450, by Richard Vreldon, 
Ssq. and Elizabeth his wife, in whose family the presentation of die in- 
oumfbent continued, until its dissolution, in the first year of the reign' of 
King Edward.Vl. ; notwithstanding which, it is always said to haye been 
founded for ihe repose of the soul ci John Stafford, Bishop of Bath and 
Wells, who, after Chichele's death, was translated to the See of Canter- 
bury; and for William Oliver, Viear of this Church, who probably gave 
some lands to- the Chantry for the support of the officiating Priest, tlte 
total income of whom was 14/. 14s. 

The three very handsome monuments of Whitgift, Warharo, and 
Sheldon, shewn in the Engraving, are upon the south side of the 
Bishop's Chapel, the centre Tomb is the most ancient ; the inscriptions, 
as well as the portraitures, of brass inlaid, have been sacrilegiously torn 
from it, leaving it in some degree uncertain for whom it was erected, 
but froim the style, and from the armorial bearings with which it is 
-adorned, may be presumed to commemorate Thomas Warham, Esq., 
the father of the Archbishop of Canterbury of that name, who died at 
his seat at Haling House, near this to>vn, in 1478, and by will ordered 
his body to be buried in St. Nidiolas' Chantry, before the image of our 
Lady of Pity, bequeathing legacies for masses, &c, with a distribution 
of torches to be used at his Month's Mind, at which time it was usual 
to have the funeral sermon preached. The Haling estate was after- 
wards exchanged by Archbishop Warham with Henry VIII. for other 
lands. The tomb is inserted in the wall, and is adorned upon its base 
with Uiree shields of. arms, within quatrefeils, viz. 1. Onks, afess or, 
in chief a goat's head eo^uped argent, attired of the second, in base three 
escallop shells of the third, for Warham. 2. Warham, quartering paWy 
per pale two bars* ' 3. Two bars as before. Over the tomb is raised 
an obtusely pointed arch, flanked by small angular pillars, and sur- 
mounted by an ornamented cornice, or moulding, the foliage upon which 
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is fiady sculptured. The soffit of the arch is divided into trefoHrlieftded 
puneb, with small qoatrefoHs at regular dutances. At the badl^ of Ae 
leosss are tlie indents of figures of a man and a woman, witii lab^ 
issuing out of ^eir mouths. Above the whole are thi«e shi^ds, one 
in the centre and one on each pillar, c o rre s pondiag in theb hend^c 
bearings with those on the basement : over the centre (Aield is a helmet 
and mantling, but the crest is now broken off. 

Hie costly monument on the side towards the east is that of John 
Whitgift, Archbiflhop of Canterbury, who died at Lambeth Palace, 
Feb. ^, 1004. His fimeral, which took place on ^ 27th of March 
fiaUowiug, was attended by the Sari of Woreesttr and ihe Lord Zouehe, 
who bore the pall, and Dr. Babington, Bishop of Worcester, who 
|Nreached the funeral sermon. 

The monument of this much celebraled character is remarkable as ike 
esact counterpart of that of his imoMdiate predecessor, Archbishep 
Griudal, who lies entombed on the south side of the altar, and both of them 
very nearly resemble the sepulchral memorial of John Lord Rassel, in 
St. Edmund's Chapel, Westminster Abbey. The archbishop is here re- 
presented upon a sarcophagus, in his derioid robes, with hb hands raised, 
as in prayer. The figure has been repainted, but in a very coarse un- 
feeling manner, doing no credit to the workman employed, who, to judge 
from this specimen, was selected from the lowest grade. The sarco- 
phagus is placed within an arched recess, the spandrils of which are 
sculptured wiA female figures, bearing wreadis of laurel and brandies of 
palm. At the ends of the tomb are Corinthian columns supporting an en- 
riched entablature surmounted by three shields of arms ; the centre is 
the largest, and bears the arms of the archbishopric of Canterbury, im- 
paling, Argeni, on a ctvn Jkmry tables Jive bextmiBf for Whitgift. The 
shield on the dexter side bears the arms of the bbhoprio of Worcester, 
impaling Whitgift ; and on the sinister shield is the arms of tihe Deanety 
of Canterbury, impaling those of Whitgift, The soffit of the ardi, under 
which the figure reposes, is panelled, with roses in the centre of eaeh. 
At the back are two genii, one bearing a spade, the other a torch, em- 
blems of mortality, and hdding a tablet within a frame, with the following 
inscription upon it, writtian by his Grace's chaplain : 

POST TBNSBRAS SVBRO LUCEM. 

Whitgifta Ebontm Grimsbeia ad littora nomen 
Wbitgifta emisit feliz hoc nomiite GriHuii«i. 
Hinc BataB, non aatns ad kancmozBiittitur hospes 
Loiulinuin : inde novaiqii te, Cantabrigia matrem 
Insequitur, supraque fidem suavi ubere crescit. 
Petro fit socius Fembro. Triadique magister 
Fitque matri, Catbedrsque Professor utrique 
£ Cathedra lincolna suum petit esse Decanum, 
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^Mo3^ Wigorn petit esse suvm, fit i^Hioopiu illic : 
Piopnsses Patris, quo i^unquam acceptior alter. 
Post annot plus sex summum petit Anglia patrem ; 
Plus quam bis denos fiiit Archiepiscopus annoa 
Chariot EHzae dubium est an R^ Jacobo. 
CoBtul utrique fttit— Sis tu, Croidoaa testis 
Panperibvs quam chanu erat, qneia nobile stnudt 
Hoapitium, puerisque schoUm, dotemque raUqnit. 
Coelibis hec vits soboles quae nota per aimoa 
Septuaginta duos nullo enumerabitur syo. 
Invidia haec cernens moritur ; Padentia vincens 



In^-oonapMnoBt Mow tbe whore, are ^h^JoOomimg Vuyfm ; 

** Magna Senatoris sunt nomina, pondera et asqtia 

l^ominibus, quern non utraque juncta premutitt 
Praesulis accedat si summum nomen ad ista 

Pondera quis ferat, aut perferat iUa diul 
Paz vivo grata est, mens recti conscia pacem 

Pert animo, haec mortem non metuisae dedit. 
MoiB requiem membris, animsa ccelestia donat 

Gaudia ; tac potuit vincere qui patitur. 

Gratia non miro si fit divina Johannis 

Qui jacet hie, solus credito gratus erat 
Nee magis immerito Whitgiftus dicitiir idem ', 

Candor in eloquio, pectore candor erat. 
Candida pauperibua posnit Uca, Candida wnm ^ 

£ teirit moricoa Candida dona tuUt." 

^tke otJher tomb represented upon this plate is a most vtmptvous 'p3e 
to the memory of Archbishop Sheldoa, who died in the Pahice here, 
IfoTember 9, 1677, in the 80th year of his age, and wasbvried in^this 
Church by his own particular directions. The general appearance of 
this monument, which is much admired for the excellence of the execu- 
tion, exhibits a great want of taste in the violent contrast of black and 
whit9 in the material of which it is <5ompoeed, but which was undoubt^ 
edly adopted to increase the general effect, and display the superior 
workmanship, principally in white marble, to the best advantage. The 
black marble Altar Tomb, which forms the base of this Monument, is 
accordingly panelled with white marble, most beautifully sculptured- with 
the sad emblems of mortality, human skulls, and bones, apparently heaped 
together with remorseless indifference, the osteology is indeed uncom- 
monly fine : upon a large, slab. is a most exquisite statue of Sheldon him- 
self,- in his Archiepiseopal vestments, reclining upon his left arm, with 
his mitre on his head, and his crozier in his right hand. There is a won- 
derful g^ace in the composition and character of this figure, and the execu- 
tion has been remarked aa most admirable. The head of tha Archbishop 
is really quite a matterpieoe of sculpture. This fine monument has been 
5 
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ttnjasdy ascribed to foreigners^ but is entirely the performance of Joseph 
Latham, the city mason, of whom no other works are known. 

The Monument rises to a considerable height above the principal 
figure, and is surmounted by a funereal urn, flaming. Underneath are 
two Genii, supporting the arms of the Archbishopric of Canterbury, 
impaling, argent, on a ehevnm gules, three tkeldraket of thefint, on a can- 
ton of the second, a rose of the East, for Sheldon : under it his motto, FOR- 
TITER ET 8UAV1TBR, and at the back, within a guideron tablet of white 
marble, is the following inscription : — 

" Hie jacet Gilbertus Shddpn, Antiqiia Shddoiuanim faonilia, in Agio Staffordi- 
enn natns, Ozonii bonis Uteris eroditus, S. Sts Theologis Doctor insignis; 
Coll. Onmiam Anhnarnm Cnstos, pradens, fidelis, Academis CanceUarhismiinifi- 
CfBtJiiinng, Regii Oratorii, Clericns Car; Imo B'mo Martyri Chaiissimns, sub 
Sereninmo R. Carob 2ndo MDCLX. magno iUo Instaurationis Anno, SacellL 
F&laiini Decanvi, Londimeniia E^uacopas; MDCLXII. in Secretions Concilii 
ocdinem cooptatos; MDCLXIII. ad dignitatis Aichiepiscopalis i^icem evectus. 
Yir omnibus negotiispar, omnibus titulis superior, in rebus adyerus magnus,. 
in prosperis bonus, utriusque Fortunas Dominus ; Panperum Parens, literatorum- 
Fa,troous, EcdesisB Stator. De tanto viro parva dicere non expedit; mnlta non 
opus est ; nonmt Pnesentes, Posteri vix credent : Octogenarius Animam piam et 
Ccdo maturam Deo icddidit V. Id Novembris, MDCLXVII. 

At the end of the Archbishop's Monument is a marbfe slab to the me* 
mory of Sir Joseph Sheldon, Knt., the eldest son of Ralph Sheldon, Esq.,. 
who was the eldest brother of Gilbert, Archbishop of Canterbury. He 
died 16th August, 1681, set. 60. Under a slab in front is buried Daniel 
Sheldon, Esq., son of the iabove Ralph, who died 14th February, 1096, 
set 65, and Judith hb daughter, who died Dec. 6th, 1725, set 47. Ano- 
ther slab covers the body of Roger Sheldon, Esq., son of Ralph, the*, 
elder brother of the Archbishop. He died unmarried. May 30, 1710,. 
set 71* 

There are also marble slabs in this Chantry for Abp. Wake, Potter,, 
and Herring. The first, now concealed by a Pew, bears this inscription : 

" Depositum GuHelmi Wake, Archiepiscopi Cantuariensis, qui obiit XXIV. Janu- 
arii Amio Dom. MDCCXXXVI. etatis sus LXXIX. et £theldreds» uxoiis ejus, 
quae obiit XI. Aprilis, MDCCXXXV. statis sux LXII." 

The slab which covers the remains of Potter is also concealed by the 
erection of pews in this part of the Church ; but a neat marble tablet is 
now affixed on the wall, nearly opposite Sheldon's Monument, and is 
thus inscribed : — 

** Beneath are deposited the remains of the Most Reverend John Potter, D. D., 
Archbishop of Canterbury, who died October X. MDCCXLVIL, in the LXXIV. 
year of his age." 

Another slab records — 

"Here lieth the body of the Most Reverend Thomas Herring, Archbishop of Can^ 

terbnry, who died March 13, 1757, aged 64." 
6 ' ,-. 
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There were also the following sepulchral brasses ia slabs of marble z-^ 
EUxabeth, daughter of John Kynge, and Clementi hb wife, who died 
17th Noyember, A.D. 1589, act. 21. 

Richard Yeoman, Farmer, of Waddon Courte, ob. 26th Decembw,' 
1690, set. 90; and Thomas Yeomans, ob. April 1st, 1602. 

AnotbiM', with figures of Thomas Walshe of Croydon, Gent, and 
Katherine his wife, daughter of William Butler of Tyes, in Sussex, Gent ;- 
he died dOth August, 1690. 

Against theeast wall of St. Nicholas', or the Bishop's Chapel, is a mxh 
nument of marble, with a kneeling figure at a prie dieu, inscribed with, 
these words, f ' Ossa Michaelis sunt hie sita Murgatroida, da pia poste- 
ritas, lit yere quiete cubent." On a black marble tablet beneath is. a 
long inscription. in LAtin, by. which it appears that he was- Steward pmd 
Secretary to Archbishop Whitgift, and died 3rd April, 1608, set 66. . 

Under it is another tomb for Elizabeth Bradbury, daughter to Wil* 
liam Whi^ift^of CliEiYering in Essex, second brother to the Archbishop, 
who diediS6tb June, 1612, «t 38. 

And a black marble slab under Whitgift's tomb, records the memory 
of Lady Elizabeth Gresham, late wife of Sir William Gresham, Knt, 
who died 9th December, 1632, and lieth here interred, the marble was 
here placed by her only daughter, H. G. 

The other Chantry Chapel, at the east end of the North Aisle, and 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary, called Heron's Chapel, is said to have 
been founded by Sir BeginaLd de Cobham, lord Cobham, of Sterborongh 
Castle, in this county, for the repose of his soul, that of his wife Joan, 
^tlie daughter of Maurice de Berkeley; those of his children, and of all 
Christian people ; the presentation of the priest was at the same time 
Tested in twelve of ihe principal inhabitants of Croydon : the first chap* 
lain that occurs in the regkter of Archbishop Arundel, is John Parke, 
in the year L402. 

Sir Reginald Cobham had a principal command in the English Army 
at the Battles of Cressy and Poitiers, in the time of Edward III., in 
whose reign he was summoned to Parliament as a Baron. 

Under a small rabed tomb, in this Aisle, was buried Elye Dayeye, 
Citizen and- Merchant of London, who died 4th December, 1446 ; he 
founded an alms-house for seyen poor people in Croydon. 

This part of the Church, now generally known by the name of Heron's 
Chapel, is so called from a large monument against the north wall, as- 
cended by three steps, representing a man in armour kneeling at a desk, 
on which is a book opened ; he is attended by his fiye sons : his wife in 
the same manner, is attended by eight daughters ; and the following is 
the inscription : " Tumulus Nicholai Herone, Equitis, sepulti, primo die 
septem, 1566. 

There is also a slab to the memory of Marmaduke Wyvel, Esq., se- 
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oeod MB to Sir ManMdnke WyV^, of Conslabie-BiBrtai, Kat and 
Bwt^ w1k> died BMi August, 1023, vt 6B; and to Biannadiikd Wyvd, 
Esq., second son to Sir M. Wyrel, Bait., who died 2nd January, ItfTB^ 

9t» 80* 

The town of Croydon is in WallingtoB Hundred, ten miles frem Lon- 
don, pleasantly sitaated in the aeighbooiliood of Baasted Downs. At the 
entsaaee of the town is an liospital, founded and endowed by Ardibishop 
Whitgift, for a warden and decayed house-keepers of Croydon and 
Ijunbeth pnridies, with a school for boys and girls, and a house for the 
ttasCer, who is recpured to be a dergyman. Institutions of thb nature 
msese upon Ae dissdntion of monastories, in the grants of prc^rty to 
which, dw siqpport of the poor was frequently made a condition ; this 
hospilaL of die Holy Trinity is one of many instances of the beneyoleaee 
and humanitof of Whitgift, who was the tfiird Archbishop of Canterbuiy 
after the Befonnation. The building was commenced in the year 1506, 
Sttd whoUy completed about 1003 NcTor having been rebuilt, it still 
retains the architectural character of that interesting period of cor histozy 

the nign <tf Qneen Elisabeth. At the west end of the Chapel is pre- 
served arveiy fine portrait of the founder, inscribed in gold letters, wkh 
An foDowing expressire lines : — 

Feci quod potoi ; potni quod, Christe« dedisti; 

Improba fiu meliiu, apotei, Invidia: 
Has IViadi Sancte priiBo qui straxemt edes» 

mhv en Yeram Flmnlis effigknu 



8 



:;.Tini/.TFaftn iur-"ar? avoit ch ukch 



'4 I 



;'T"(.ATFORn UP^nAVOTT CHUHCHT 



Jk. .1. > , 



t " 



' '. f : 1 



-'><.' I 



ft 



.♦^ ■ ■ t 



li<%Cl 



. r 



i 

e 
» 
1 



9 

I 



.. .f 



I 



,.• ^- :. . 



f ' 



« . • i 



-I 



• 4 






r.. 



:■■•■.: tj 



■if 



^ 






^ 

> 



k « » *«, » 



5 



'% 



•\ • 
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ncAB, 
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TsB tows otftfaratfofd apiwi Aiw% iUo^riotti in Britbh topognqpl^ aH 
die birtli-plaoe of StfAKSPBABB^ if sitaated ontke ooatb- western bordet 
of #w o«^Hit3P«f Warwkdl, oft a geade ascent from the baaks of tbe 
A¥ott, whicb rises ia a sauiU sj^riag at Naseby^ ia Nortbaniptoashire; 
and cotttinuifig its meandering eonne in a south-westerly direction, ap^ 
proacbes Stratford in a wide and pcoudly^welling stream, imecpialled in 
any odier part of its course. The town is distant eight miks south-west 
friMB Warwick, and oinety-foiir miles nordi-west from London. Thn 
C%ttfcb stands at its sonth-eastem extremity, from which it is ap» 
proadied by a paved walk, under an aTeaae of lime-trees, which haiei 
been made to form a coa^lete arcade. 

This Church was originalty a Bectory, in the patronage of the Bisfaopi 
of Worcester, in whose diocese it is situate ; and was purchased in the 
tenA year of Edward IIL, anno 1337, of Simon Montacute, tiie thai 
KAcff by John de Stratibfd, Archlnshop oi Canterbury, and presented 
to tiM chantry which he had Ifneviowly fomided in the Chapel of St* 
IbMias the Mar^, adjoining the south aisle of the Church, which aisl^ 
lie had rebuilt at bis own expense* The chantry consisted of fire priests^ 
of wkom the warden and sub-warden were perpetual, while the othera 
were elected and ranoyed at ibe warden's pleasure. Many privilegeii 
md immunities were procured for it, by the Archbishop, from Edward 
III. ; and the founder, with other benevolent persons, settled various re* 
Tonnes upon it, arising^ from property in Stratford and other places. In 
Hie year 13d3, Ralph de Stratford, Bishop of London, and nephew of 
Ibe ArcblHsbop, erected a large substantial mansion of stone, afterwards 
ealled the College, adjmning to the western side of the Church-yard, af 
tt resldeaee for the priests. 

To the workmen engaged in this building, consisting of tea carpenters, 
and ten masons, with their servants, special protection was granted bf 
ike King^s letters patent, until the edifice should be finished. An ample 
drarter, wi& nMiny additional priinleges, was granted to Ibe priests by 
Henry V., in the first year of his leign; and at some period in the reign 
of that monareh, it ae^ired the title c^ a Collegiate Ckwrdh foVf ip the 
first year of Henry -VI. anno 1^1^, Ri<Aard Praty, afterwards Bisbop 
1 
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of Chichester, was appointed warden, by the s^le of * Dean of the CSoI* 
legiate Chaich/ Thomas Balaall, D. D. who was" appmnted Dean in 
1405, rebttilt the beautiful choir of the Church, as it now exists; and 
dying in 1491, was succeeded by Ralph Collingwode, D. D. and Dean of 
Lichfield; who, desirous of giving full effect to the work commenced by 
his predecessor, instituted, with the assent of Sylvester Oygles, then 
Bishop of Worcester, four boy choristers, nominated and admitted by 
the warden, to be daily assisting in the celebration of divine service in 
the Church, and for whose maintenance he conveyed to the foundation 
certain lands in Stratford, Drayton, and Binton, all in Warwickshire. 

The College had not long been thus completed and endowed^ when 
the celebrated Valor Ecclesiasticus. was nmde, in 1635, by order of 
Henry Y III. ; in which it was valued, together with the Chwcfa, at the 
annual sum of 128^ Of. Id. ; and in the survey taken at the suppresA04b 
in 1546, their value was certified at nearly the same amount. On the 
dissolution of the College, the Church was erected into a Vicarage, with 
the jurisdiction of a peculiar ; and it codtinued in the gift of the succeed- 
ing Bbhops of Worcester, as lords of the Manor of Stratford, uatU tha 
third year of Edward VI., when Nicholas. Heath, at that time Bia||{)p» 
sold it to John Dudley, Earl of Warwick, afterwards Duke of Northum- 
berland, upon whose attainder by Queen Mary, it came to the crown, 
and was presented to by the succeeding Lords of the Manor. The 
Duchess of Dorset is at present the Patroness. 

Stratford Church is a cruciform structure, consisting of a nave and 
tide aisles, a transept or cross ai^le, and a chancel or choir ; with a tow- 
er rising from the centre of the cross. The precbe period of its erection 
has not been recorded ; Leland conjectures that it occupies the site of 
an ancient monastery, which appears to have eiisted here three centuries 
prior to the Norman invasion, and he states as a supposition; thajt it was 
rebuilt by Archbishop Stratford. Camden, in his Britannia, ezplicit)y/afr 
firms, that it was erected by that prelate; but Dugdale says, that the 
south aisle only was built by him, and refers it, though enoneously, to 
the time of the Conqueror. 

The avenue of trees leading to the Church from the town» termim|tes 
at the north entrance into the nave, whidi consists of a lugpidsome 
porch, buttressed and embattled, and iq»parently of a. later date than 
the adjoining aisle. Above the door is a pointed window, whi^ is 
now covered with a tablet commemorating the paving of the avenue, 
but which formerly gave light to a small room over the porch« the 
entrance to which is by a staircase in the north aisle.. This roon^, 
it is probable, was the muniment or record chamber. The nave is a 
noble structure, supported on each side by dix pointed aj^ches, which 
rise from hexagonal columns: above these the sides are. divided into 
twelve compartments, forming twelve clerestory pointed windows. Tha 
principal entrance into this part of the Church is, at the west eiMif 
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Qtider a deeply-iecetsed pointed' nxdb, over which are three conjoined 
BicheBy crowned hy elegant and lofty canopies. Above is the great 
western window, wMch is nearly equal in width to the nave itself, and 
b beantifiilly divided by muHibns and tracery. The features of this 
western part of the Church are correctly depicted in Plate I. Under 
the great window is the font, a large fluted vase of blue marble, placed 
ttiere at the commencement of the last century. The nave terminates at 
the western arch of the tower, which is now occupied by the organ* 
baiit by Thomas Swarebrick about the year 1728, and provided for this 
Churdi by subscription. In the space beneath the organ-loft there were 
forme^y two altars; one on the north side dedicated to the Holy Tri- 
nity, and the other on the south consecrated to the service of St. Peter 
and St Paul. A third altar formerly existed in this Church, dedicated 
to St Andrew, but its situation is unknown. The roof of the nave was 
formerly surrounded by ornamented battlements, enriched by pinnacles ; 
which were taken down ifi 1764, and rebuilt in a very inferior style. 

At the eastern eiLtremity of the north aisle was a chapel dedicated to 
the Virgin Mary, wliich was used by the brotherhood of the Holy Cross, 
founded at Stratford in 1269, by whom this aisle was repaired in the* 
reign of Henry T. The three steps which led to the altar still remain.. 
The chapel is now wholly occupied' by monuments, principally of the 
Clopton family, who derive their surname from the maner aoA mansion- 
house of Cl<^tan in the parish of Stratford^ of which they have continued 
in possession for upwards of Ave hundred years. The most ancient mo- 
nument, of which Plate III. gives an accurate delineation, is on the south 
side of this aisle ; it consists of an altar-tomb, beneath aa obtusely- 
pointed arch richly decorated, and sustained by four elegant octagonal 
pillars. The tomb itself is constructed of freestone, and is ornamented 
with pannels inclosing sbieldsk It is covered by a large slab of marble^ 
without either eiffigy or inscription ; but it is believed to be a ceiiotaph 
commemorating Sir Hugh Clopton, who was Lord Mayor of London in 
1492. On the opposite side of the chapel is another raised monument, 
also represented in Plate III., sustaining two recumbent figures in white 
marble, of William Clopton; Esq., who died in 1592, and Anne his wife, 
who died in 1596. He is represented in armour, his. head reclining on a 
crested helmet ; and has his sword and gauntlets by his side, and a lion 
at his feet. 

between the monuments Just described, as likewise shewn in the samo 
Plate, is another in memory of George Carew, Earl of Totness, and 
Baron of Clopton, and Joice his Countess, who was eldest daughter of 
the above-named WilKam Clopton, Esq. Under a spacious ornamented 
arch, supported by Corinthian columns, are their figures in alabaster,. 
painted ta resemble life. The Earl is represented in armour, over whidi 
is his mantle of estate; he has a coronet on his head, and a- lion couchant 

at his feet The front of the tomb is 6f white marble,^ sculptured wi& 
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cHiTiKA ov m^ WttM tmmirr, 

0«Q6nJ*ofdieOidaaiiqeto<tHitM8lim]Mith. Oftiikevgdk^mmlmt^ 
•iCttttbooii, «ra Us mnmtM beaiii^, wMi ikm qaartstiim». fWliiiM 
jAli» arch are tb9 diive folkwiBf mtcripftiottt: 

" *rhonas fitdlbrdts, sIreiiTTi iniKttiii drctor, in Hlbenuft, et merito svo, eq?es 
mwotm ; wfeHwrimni Vmgtm Brit«ni» Regftvi Jfteolw «t Cafolo, eoirvniq. 

^omtitiGM cham, quia cvn ilhitri 4X»»ite ^w^ iMfiiTfe div liaiKiiitrr 
lizit, hie pariter req^isBoere JcMt, donee Chniti jedemptocis vocc^ adipley^ 
nam gloriam indvendam, vna cvm trivmphad beatorvm 0(&1U resTsdtabitvr 
g f p t ratitt b' — ^valedizit ano. ab exhibito in came Menia svpra mnieaunv* • • • • 
■eiceaJew • poftqvam o ij fi ^va netia gmtia «nao8 yvamet •" 

D. O. M. 

et memoris sacnrm. 

Qvi in spem imortalitatia, moitales bic deposyit exwia% Gsoboits Cji- 

XSW-; .antkprisshna, nobiUissimaq. ortrs prosapis, eadem scilicet mascvla 

^tUfpe^^va UivftriniBW CKfridiMrfli ia Hibenia, a WiBdenriennfin 

'mAa^i^ hmakm, •CmnwCwitn.mA^pmtmAinMmdt cigaauiea wr» 

• «iMff«. iU»iDCfi»te sUrte belli«bjitfd|U.«iv«ri«m»«cdi^ 

a^bv^iyvenUQOQtntrebeUemDesmeoiAOPPulaniiriqmndvillt. PltfiTIli 
zabetbffi foeliciasims memoris ngins, in eodem vtgao^ comUiarivv. d torr 
mentorvm beHicorvm prefectvs fvit ; qvo etiam mYnere, in yaiiis ezpedir 
'tTojilbTBy ^ % pmwitiHi Idnge eeleberrinxt, qra Oades Hispania ezpvgna- 
waan u^tuufru folieker peif f ttel » » Ml. Bemirn, crm ffibernia 
4p<«ttir|i nMfienja «t fft uw ri w infMNW iveiriitf i^inMt, - 
Mommm^pxS^etm, pei intfgnm liieaDtvmodnl»a,lioitei, tam ii4erw»i|f«» 
czternos, mvlta fortiter fideliterq, j^essiu Tandem m Ajminm levoeatv* ^> 
Jacobo Magnse Britannis Rege, ad Baronis de Clopton dignitatem erectvv 
AxAai Regins procamerarivs et thesavrarivsy tonnentonrm bejiicorvmpertp- 
tan An^iam l^risfeotua, OamseHD ibsyIs grberaator constitiFtYS, et in secre- 
liflni coiwlii;ien9tnn eonptatvatiU Jaeoba dciaAe ad ccfekslem peftnam 
«irMal^9 Caiol^tti^ «i^ ade(»«UrM<«9t» TlmlcitliavMm^r^^ . 

lulk, affeoJtTs indicia, fib eo Comitiaile Totnoa boooie aalewHiinFeflilwni ck- 
ornatus fverit. Tantns vir, natalivm splendore illvitria, belH f^parWartihTi 
ornatisslmvs, magnos bonores propria virtvte consecrtos, cvm ad plenaa et 
adVltam senectvtem penreirfsset, {ne, placideq. animam deo ereatori reddidit, 
I^Blfial, lA sdibaa Mbawdfis ; mB» Anmamcm incarhalieais, jvxta Anglica-' 
wmtMmififhtmvmi wjmt'rm. Bit Maitii aarrq. VasitamiiM iiiiH.mmict 
. , . .faBedecwn* 

^oisia Clopton, oviva effigiea, bic ctnitvr^ ex aafi^a do^ttnawm i^ 
milia, filia primogenita et bsYes, ex semisse, Gvliebni Clopton de Cl<m- 
ton armigeri, coniyx moestissima yiri cbarissimi, et optime meriti (cum quo 
tixit anfiios xux) memoritt pariter ae sv», in spem foelidsslmtt letvirec- 
iiooia nooameifti* hoe, p» anpi f wi wvneie, flan fine ladiriiitt, ooaaeehi-t 
vit. Ilia nzit anuM 7A, et 14P» ^ Febniar : obiit, ano. dm. incamtt • 

TiOtmfi%K 4o wkMi» wkM Pimd^al oC Jf «iiifter^ he W9m M«i«teiy, h4 
^RhM# Fuemt^ fBiemim be publiehed^ after its uOoik d^mum ^ .fie 
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have aiqoyd a y«y irtiinito 6iflidi%mftkliia gMd JIM of Cork. 
HedMlredte babnM-nMurUi nlinali Mettda, tlie£i^*«fcdCmmteM 
of Totness; bot Us inrisliiieems not to fattve' been ooinj^Ii^ with, fof 
the blanks IB the inscription^ which, as well as those for his fiieuds, ap- 
pears to have been written by himsellfi were never fibed up with the 
time of his death; nor is there a«y entry of bis hmal in tha church 
register. Heaur^ived both the £«rl and the €k>QBtess< 

" Of «iieiife aadMdoatfof the Earl of Tot^ess,*" ob^rres Bfr. Wheler, 
from whose History of, and Guide to Stratford-upon-Avon, otir mate* 
rials fbr this account of the Church have principally been derived| '^ a bet- 
ter account in a compressed form cannot be given, them from the second 
jnseription on the monument, [as above] which is a rigorous aad ani- 
Muled oompositiiMi. He was descended from a most andent and noUe 
lineage, (in the male Hae of the illustrious family of the FIte-Geralds, in 
Ireland, and the Windsors,- in England,) who originally derived their 
snnuune from Gmnew Castle, in Pembrokeshire. From his yoiitk he 
was bred to the study of the art of war, and very early in life obtained 
the cmmnind of the array in Irriand, againut the rebellions Earl of Des- 
mond. By Oaee/i MiabeUi, he was made a Privy Counsellor, and 
Master of the Ordnance in that kingdomi under whom he was a fortu-* 
nate commander in aeveral expeditions ; espeoially in that memorable 
one when the Spaniards were driven from Cadia in the year 1506 : and 
silien Iieiand was inflamed by diHnestic rebellion, and the Spanish in- 
fnsioa, as €tovemDr of Munster for the space of three years, he brav^y 
and ancceBrfully defended that unhappy country against its enemies, in« 
lenial and foreign. Being at length recalled into England, he was ad« 
nMiced by King James to the dignity of Baron of Clopton^ and made 
▼ine-chamberlaia and treasurer to Anne his Queen ; Master of the Ord« 
nanee throaghoat EngUiid, Governor of the Island of Oueraseyi and a 
mondber of the Prrvy Couacfl. By Charles the First he was no lose 
esteemed ; and among other not common proofs of his regard, he wa» 
by him aolemnly invested with the dignity of Earl of Totness. Upon 
snch a aian, iilestrioua by the splendour of his birth, and> adosoed witk 
qoalilies'that rendered him so servioeable to Ms country in war tfidpeaeoy' 
were bestowed these honours, flie jiist reward of his virtues; > Ho-^edr 
wManrt issue, the 27th of March, 1629, in the t4th yoar of hie age;- 
to wiiofie memory, his sorrowful wife, with whom he lived forty-ni|io 
yeais, ^pected this nMnament, as her last gift to the memory of the best 
of knsl^ands and of men. She died npen the 14th of Vebmary^ 1686; 
aged98«^ 

■ On a smaU tablet affixed to the wall, between the nwnnmeot of lim 
SMandiCbaiifeesaof IVrtneas, and tiiat pieanned tote Sir Hagh (Sop* 
liV»> iii f MiitBtiiA k woimn kaaeUng at a'dosk^ la commem of a tian of 
AinySantfi^ wko won'lbr fdrty^yoiirs waiAng gentte«R^man'to^€o|»' 
tese. The iBadri|don>ia'«a MIovnM -'- :.: .^ ...i. .>.^i. 
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** Heere l|«di nlcned ye. bodyof Bfiis. Amy Smilii, who (being •btMrt ye*.age ' 
•f 00 jfttuw, and a maide,) departed thU life, at Konsfdi in STircy, the 
13th day of Sep. Ao.dm. 1626. She attended vpon die Bight Hoble Joyce, 
Ladie Carew« Covnteiae of Totnes, as her waiting gentlewoman, ye. ^ace 
of 40 yean together. Bong Teiy detirovs in her life tyme, that after her 
dfeadi the might be laide in this Chyrch of Stratford, where her lady ye. sayd 
Cof ntea ie also hcrseife i ntended la be bvried ; and aceordinglie to frlfill her 
leqneit, & fer her so kmg mw and feilhfVl senrlse, ye. saide Right Hoble 
CovntetM, as an endent loaken of her aiibction towards her, not onely 
cafsed her body to be brofght from Nonsrch heither, ic here honoiably 
bviyed, byt also did caTse this monvment and sypersciiption to be' erected, 
in a grateiull memorie of her, whom she had forn ao good a servant.'' 

. Againtit Uie east wall is the moniimeBt of Sir Edward Walker^ KnU 
Garter Kiog at Arms^ one of those faithful royalittB who suffered so 
mueh in the cause of the unhappy Charles. His fidelity was rewarded, 
alhir the Bestomtion, by the above dignity : he died suddenly at White- 
hall, w the 20th of February, 1676, aged 65. There are other monu- 
ments ia vemory oi various brapehes of the Glopton family; 

The south aisle as represented in Plate II., is strengthened with but* 
tresses, terpiinating in foMaged pinnacles; and at the south-we^em angle 
is a eireidar staircase, which has the appearance, externally, of an oc- 
tagenal embattled tower. lUs aisle was built by John de Stratford, in 
the eaiiy part of the fourteenth century. At the east end he erected a 
Chapel, which he dedicated to St. Thomas a Becket, the ascent to the 
akar of which still remains, and near it, in the south wall, are^hree'ra* 
cant canopied niches. Upon the front of the centk^ calio|iy is sculptiited 
a Pelican, feeding her youdg with the blood from her breast, symbolical 
of the Passion of Christ Against the eastern wall of this aisle is a large 
monument to the memory of Sir Reginald Forster, Bart., and Dame 
Mary, his wife, daughter of Edward Nash, Esq., of East Greenwich, in 
Kent The transept, according to Dugdale, Was erected towards the 
dose of the fifteenth century, by the executors of Sir Hugh Clopton ; but 
as its architectural characters resemble those of the Tower, which is cer- 
tainly of much' greater antiquity than that period, it was mQ9t>probabJy 
only repaired by them. Until 1773, the southern extremity of the transept 
was used as the sacristy, but a small brick building was then erected 
for that purpose, in a tasteless style, against the eastern side of the tran- 
sept, and the southern wall of the chancel. The most ancient of the 
monuments in the transept is at the south end, against the western wall. 
It consists of a rabed altar-tomb, within an arch, and rudely sculptured, 
over which are four inscriptions, now almost obliterated. The first is 
in the Hebrew language, being the twenty-first verse o( the first chap- 
ter of Job, expressive of the instability of human affiurs. The seconid 
inscription is in Oreek ; it states that the earth and this tomb cover the 
corporeal 'part of the deceased, and that the heavens possess Ids spirit 
and soul. The third and fourth inscriptions are as follows: 

6 



8T«ATTOBD-iyPON*AVOH. 

*« Hie nTtritvs eiat, natvs, janc hie jacet Hillvs 
Hiixjpre magistratva fama ter munere fvnctvs, 
Cvmqve bonos aimos vixisset septvaginta 
. Ad terram corpvs, sed mens migraTit ad astra. 

Heare bome, heare lived, heare died, and bvried heare, 

lieth Bicharde Hil, thriie baUif of this Bomnr ; 

Too matnmei of good fame, he maxried in Qodca feaie. 

And now xeleait in joi, he reasta ficom woridlie lonow. 

Heare Ueth intombd the corps of Bichaide HiU, ; 

A Woollen Draper beeing in his time. 

Whose virtves live, whose hme dooth floriah stil, 

Thovgh hee desolved be to dvst and slime. 

A mizroir he, and paiteme mai be made, 

l^sr svdi as shall svdccead him in tint ttade ; 

He did not vse to sweaie, to gkMe, eather &igne, 

His brother to defravde in barganinge ; 

Hee woold not strive to get excessive gaine 

In ani cloath or other Idnde of thinge : 

Ifis servant, S. I. this trveth can testifie, 

A witness that beheld it with mi oe." 

The tomb does not bear any dat?* but it appears froqi tbe register, 
that Mr, Richard Hill^ Alderman, was buried on the 17tb of Stecember, 
1603. . In the. traosept, l^ewifie, among npany other monum^ts of no 
partipular interest, is a memorial to Mr. Nathai^iel Mason, an aittoniiyF 
of Stratford, the inscription of whidi, in not inelegant Latin,, was copi-» 
posed by Somervile the poet* 

The chancel, the eastern part of which is represented in Pla^ IV.^ 
is the most beautifulas well as the inost perfect division of this Chnrch,- 
and was erected between the years 1466 and 1401, by Thomas Balsa^, 
D. D«, who then held the office of Dean* It is separated from the^tran- 
sept by an oaken screen, which orig^ally formed a part of the ancient 
rood-lojft; and which was glazed in the year 1813. Fiye lai|;e om&» 
mented windows on each side, give light to the chancel ; they were for- 
merly decorated with painted glass, the remains of which were taken 
out in, the year 1790, and transferred to the centre of the great eastern 
window, where, they, still remain, though.in a very confused state. On 
each side of the eastern window is a niche, boldly finished in the 
Florid style of pointed architecture. In the south wall, near the altar, 
are three, similar niches, copjoined, in which were placed the eonceuusp 
or seats, for the priests officiating at mass ; and immediately acyoining 
them is the piscina. These objects are all. shewn in the Plate. Oa 
each side of the chancel is a range of stalls belonging to the ancient 
choir, remarkable for. the gprotesque carvings which omamenf,the lower 
part of each seat. 

Srected against the north wall, within the communion rail,, is. a curious 
altar-tQQptb, of alabaster^ to the memory of Dean Balaall, who died in 
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1401. The front ui dhided into fire oompcrtmentv, in each of wUch is 
■cnlptored some remarkable erent in the history of our Saviour : Lftt 
The Flagenation; 2nd. The Leading to the Crucifixion; 3rd. The Cru- 
cifixion ; 4dL The Entombment ; 5Ui. The Besurrection. At the west 
end aie tiro niches, in one of which is the fipue of a saint, and in the 
other are three figwea of dodhtfid ^ppioprialioB. At tho cast end are 
likewise two niches, ons t o ■ tainin g the igvre of a sain^ and the other 
three figures, one of which appears to represent 8t James. This tomb, 
which has formeriy been painted, Is aeren feet six inches in length, by 
about three feet six inches in height, and is covered by a 4lab of mar- 
ble, in idiich an engraved brass figure of Dean Be^Isall, and an inscrip- 
tioB, were originally inlaid, but have been long sinee torn away. The 
letters t. b. the initials of his naoie, and t||ll, carved in stone, still re- 
nMun in several places. Against the eastern wall of the chancel ia a 
monument, in memoiy of John Combcj Esq., the subject of a well* 
known satirical epitaph, ascribed to Shakspeare ; he dj/sd on the 10th 
of July, 1614. 

On the north wall, near the tomb of Dean Balsall, and elevated about 
five fcet from the pavement, over the spot which enshrines his remains, 
iatfie monument of Wiixtam Shakspbarb, likewise depicted in Plater 
TV. A bust represents the immortal bard in the attitude of poetic inspi- 
ration, with a pen in his right hand, a cushion before hhn, and his left hancl 
reatittg on a scroll. It is placed under an arch and entablature, supported 
by Corinthian columns of black marble, with gilded bases and capitab< 
Tliis bust was originally painted to resemble life ; the eyes being of alight 
hasd, and the hair and beard auburn. The dress consisted of a scail^ 
doublet, over which was a loose black gown without sleeves ; the upper 
part of the cushion before him was green, and Ae lower part crimson, 
with g^t tassels. In the year 1748, the monument was repdred, artd the 
bust carefully repainted, the expenses being defrayed by the receipts ftrf^- 
in^from the performance of Othello, in the Old Town Rail, on the l>ch 
of September, 1746; fiie play was performed by a company under th^ 
management of Mr. John Ward, the grandfather of' Messrs. J.'andC 
Kemble, and of Mrs* Siddons, a notice of vrhom will be found in our 
account of Leominster Church, where he was buried. Id 1793,* itki 
bust, as well as the two^fignres on each side of the arms/ was painted 
white, at the request of the late Mr. Malone ; an act of barbarous taste, 
which was severely satirized in an epigram, written in the aSmm kept in 
die chancel, and which has often been repeated. Above the entablature; 
and surmounted by a deal's head, are the PoetV armorial bemngsi 
viz. or, on a bend sable, a tilting spear of the first, point upwar^U 
headed argent :— crest, upon an esquire's helmet, a falcon ridng,' arg^fit^ 
supporting a spear in pale or. y*' 

On each side of the sort of pier containing the arins, i^ ist fi|[ure itf 'ft 
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child in a sitting posture ; that on the right holds a spade, and that on 
the left, whose eyes are closed, an inrerted torch, with his right, 
h^nd resting on a skull. Under the bust, between the bases of the co- 
lumns, are the following inscripttons : 

' ludido ^linn, genio Socratem, aite Maronem, 
Terra tegit, FopuluB mauret, Olympvg hal>ct. 

Stay pauenger, why goeit thoT by so hst, 
Beady if thou canst, whom envious death hath plait 
Within this monrment, Shakspeare, with whome 
Qrick Natim dide ; whose name doth deck ys. tombe 
Far more then cost ; sith all yt. he hath writt. 
Leaves living art, bvt page to serve his witt. 

Obiit Ano. Doi. 1616. ^tatis 53, Die 23. Ap. 

Below Ae monument, upon the stone covering the Poet's grave, are 
the subjoined curious lines, said to have been written by himself: 

Good frend for Jesvs sake forbeare, 
To digg the dvst endoased heare ; 
Bleste be ye. man yt. spares tbes stones. 
And cvTst be he yt moves my bones. 

Tt has been presumed from the imprecation in these lines, and from 
some passages in Hamlet, and in Romeo and Juliet, that Shakspeare 
held in great horror the custom of removing bones from the grave to the 
charnel-house ; he might perhaps have been witness of the practice in 
this Chvrch, and in viewing the immense pile of human bones deposited 
HI the charnel-house, which we shall presently describe, might have ap* 
preheoded that his own relics would eventually be added to them. They 
have however remained undisturbed. 

Considerable discussion has taken place respecting the authenticity of 
the bust in Shakspeare's monument, as a portrait of the Poet ; but on a 
review of the circumstances attending its history and erection, it seems 
aiost probable that it may be relied upon as an accurate representation 
of our Bard : it was |»'obably erected at the charge of his son-in-law. 
Dr. Hall, a learned and skilful physician ; and some verses addressed 
to the Poet's memory by Leonard Digges, which are among the few tri- 
butes of that kind prefixed to the first folio edition of his plays, prove 
it to have been erected within seven years after his decease. 

Mr. Wheler> in his Guide to Stratford, has discussed the probability of 
Aia bust* s having been sculptured by Thomas Stanton, who carved the 
monumental busts of Richard and Judith Combe, likewise in the chan-^ 
eel; and who is also coigectured to have executed the monument of t^rd 
Totness, already described. The probable conclusion is, that it was 
sculptnred by him : and as the similarity of style observable in the two 
numnments indicates them to have been the works of the same artist^ 
the strong resemblance which the figure of Lord Totness bears to the 
9 
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paintiiigs of that noUeiaaii* it adveitoi to by Mr. WiMler» as conobo* 
rative eTidence of tha fidelity of Shakspeare'a b1l0t» as a MlcaBess. 

Aa elegit work has just appeared (Maroh^ 1824,) fnm the pen of 
Mr. Boaden^la which the evidence oa which the Tarioas repreeeatatioas of 
Shakspeare claim to be received as authentic portraits, is Bunutely ex* 
amined ; the following remarks on the ** Stratford Bust" are extracted 
from the section on that subject. 

** The first remark that occurs on viewing this bust is, that it presenta 
our Bard in the act of oomposation, and ia his gayest mood. The eta 
ooaiioa so brightens his oounteaaace, that it is hardly a stretch of fimej- 
to suppose him in the actual creation of FaktalF himself. Very sure I 
am, that the figure must long have continued a source of infinite deliglit 
to those who had enjoyed his convivial qualities. Among this circle, H 
is nearly certain the artist himself was to be#eckoned. The performaaee 
is not too good for a native sculptor. . . . The contour of the bead ia 
well given. The lips are very carefully carved ; but the eyes appear to 
me to be of a very poor character; the curves of the lids have no grace-*-- 
the eyes themselves have ao protecting prominences of bone, and tlie 
whole of this important feature is tame and superficial. The note is thin 
and delicate, like that of the Chandos head; bat I am afraid a liltie 
Curtailed, to allow for an enormous interval between ike point of it and 
the mouthi which is occupied by very solid mustaches, curved and 
turned up, as objects of some importance in that whiskered age. Yet I 
must acknowledge, that the distance between the mouth and nose is ra- 
ther greater than is common, in both the folio head and the Chandoa 
picture. There was perhaps some exaggeration here in the bust: viewed 
in front, it consequently looks irregular and out of drawing— in profile, 
this disparity is somewhat recovered. 

** Prom what picture it was taken we are not informed. It was not firom 
the Chandos head — ^the costume is totally different. It was not fironv 
Droeshout's original, for the same reason ; and for another, assigned in 
its proper place. It has been suggested, that it might have had the cer« 
tain model of a mask taken from the face of the deceased ; and on thie 
point, our sculptors express different opinions. However, with all abate* 
ments as to the artistes skill, who was neither a Nollekens nor a Chan- 
trey, he most probably had so many means of right information, worked 
so near the Bard's time, and was so conscious 'of the importance of his 
task, that this must always be regarded as a pleasing and fistitbful, if not 
a flattering resemblance of the great poet" 

The series of engravings given by Mr. Boaden, b to be held as con-- 
taining, in his opinion, *' every thing that on any authority can be called 
Shakspeare ; and they each of them, tUone, possess very strong evidence 
ot authenticity. Droeshout^s print is attested l^ Ben Jonfton, s^id by- 

his partners in the theatre. The Stratford monument was erected by his 
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•0R'^iii4i(fry Dr. SbH, tnd executed probably byThomM Stanton, who 
could not but know bis person, and probably had some cast to work 
fnmu The Cbandos picture is traced up to Taylor, the poet's Hamlet, 
and was, no doubt, painted by Burbage. The bead by Comelias^Jan- 
sen, is marked by that painter decidedly 8bakspeate, and etery nm* 
M>nable presamptioft assures us that it was painted fer Lord Soothamp- 
ton. The head by Marshall seems to have been copied by him frbai 
a head by Payne, who reduced that by Droeshout, with some Van- 
aliona in the dress and attitude.'^ What Kght these portraits throw 
upon each otlier, and thus verify the whole, Mr. Boaden has broi%h( 
diost strikin(i:1y before the spectator, by shewing the heads as nearly 
as was practicable, in the same si«e, and in the same direction : and 
the ratioBid deduetson from a comparison of them, and of the evidence 
by which they are supporteiK undoubtedly h,'ihttt they utt oM uniheHiit 
portraia of Shai^sfsare. 

To return from the digreseion into which we have been led by this m^ 
teresting subject -.-^ • 

Between Sfaakspeare's grave and the north wall are bnried the remaina 
of his widow, to whrnn is the following inscription, engmved on a biiuM 
plale alfixed to the grave-slone. 

'< fiaere lyeth uUwvA the iMrfy o£ AflBe, wils of WilHurSlMkfl^^ 
. ^flpM tbtt lifii tha 6Ui d^f of Atgr, 1623, bung of the.ag« oidyom^ 

" Vbera, tu mater, tu lac yitamq. dediafci, 
Vs mihi ; pro tanto munere saxa dabo! 
Quam mallem, amoueat lapidem, bonus Angel' ore' 

Exeat ut Christi Corpus, imago tua ; 
8ed nil vota valeat, veiiia»eito Gintsto, T^Migst, 
CHaiua licet tnwilo nster, et Mtoa psiBli 

On the opposite side of the PoetV grave are those of several other 
members of his family : viz. Dr. John Hall, and Susannah his wife, the 
Poefs eldest daughter, who, as the grave-stone formerly set forth, was 
'* witty above her sex ;" he died on the 25th of November, 1635, aged 
00, and she on the 11th of July, 1649, aged 66. ; and Thomas Nash, 
Esq., who married Elizabeth their only child, and died on the 4th of 
April, 1647, aged 53. 

There are in the chancel, as well as in the other divisions of this Church, 
numerous monuments of inferior interest ; and throughout the edifice the 
pavement is covered with the almost obliterated memorials of the dead. 

On the northern side of the chancel, just beyond the stalls, is an or- 
namented door-way, formerly the entrance into the crypt or charnel- 
house, which, from its style of architecture, the early Norman, i^pears 
to haye been the most ancient part of the Church^ It was taken down 
in 1600» in consequence of its dilapidated condition ; and the immense 
pOe of bones it contained was carefuUy arched over. 
11 
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Tin tower rifM fitmn fbar pouted ucbet, >ulftiMd by miHm oliw 
tncd ffll«»; Mid cobUIh nz Binical belU. It wu orifiMdly ciowaad, 
ly ft tinber tiiir*, ooTCMd with l««d, ud >bovt forty-two feet in height: 
tUa WW tftken down ia 17«. «id tlw fnmmt 9pn of Wwwiok bewa 
ttoae encted ■■ tke fellowikf yew, by kn uchiteGt tram Warwick. 

"ne dimmMNu <^ StnUford Chnidi are u foUowi :— The Nave !■ 
IM feet k)Bg. S8 wide, SO high ; Side Aisles, each, 103 long, 20 wide, 
1ft Ugh; TraMept, 94 long, 38 wide, SO Ugh ; Chweel, 66 long, 28 wide, 
40 Ugh; Total leagth, from East to Waat, 197; Tower, 28 aqaare, 80 
U^;Sim«,8Shi^ 

The living of Stratford ia a diaeha^od Vicarage, raised in the Kia^a 
BookaataOL 

Sw h JM a ed ia a represeatatioB of the remaining part of the aaciut 
Foat of Btiatiord C^orch, whiA oi^ally atood in dte soatb aide, 
opposite the door, neariy ntder the aecond arch of die nave from Ae 
mai It haa been notind that die Foat now in me waa put op at the 
commencement of the laat centnry, at which period thia portion ol Ae 
aaeaaat one waa remoTed to the reaidence, in Chnrch Street, of Thomta 
Paine, the then Paiiah Qeik, who died in 1747- In this aituatioa to 
remained until 1823 ; bnt having since its removal from the Chnrdi been 
applied to the ignoUe parpoae of a Water Cistam, until the present 
owner, Capt. Saandera, of Stratford, obtained poaseasion of it, it had 
anatuned omsiderable injniy; altfaongh from Ae cavities made fi» reemr- 
ing an iroo brace, or hoop, it appeara to have suffered more seraely from 
the deatroctive hand of fanaticism, at the period ofthe Civil Wars, when 
several other oraameats ol dte Ckorch were molflated or demolished. — 
It ia cotyectared Oai the Foat waa set ap ia the reign of Edward III., 
when John de Stratford, ArdiUshop of Canterbury, erected the sooth 
aisle in which it was sitaated ; hot thia mutilated relic (of which the base 
and shaft are loat) deiivea greater intereat from the probability, if not the 
certainty, of its having been tbe Font wherein the Bard of Avon and his 
family were baptized. 
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Ticar of this Churchy who died Sept 9, 1724» act. 41 ; Sarah, his wife, 
and three children. Arms, paTrtjf per pale, sable and argenif a ekevrcn 
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EVESHAM, WOBCBSTERSHIHB; 

incAR, 

THE KEV. H. P. COOPER, 



> jLhb Vale of Evesliiain, now so remarkable for its beauty and fertility, 
was once, equally celebrated for the magoificent Abbey, tftLditionany 
founded, as early as the year 709, by St. £gwin, for Benediciiiie monks, 
and dedicated to the Virgin Mary. All Saints Church, as well as 
that of St Lawrence, now in ruins, which stands near it, t^as origi- 
nally appropriated to the Abbey, as a subordinate Chapel. TEie 
Priest who ofiiciated therein was called a Chaplain, and hod the same 
allowance daify from the Cellar and Buttery, as the rest of the Monks of 
the Abbey. 

The Church stands near an ancient Gateway, witbin the Cemetery 
of the tW;0 Parishes of All Saints and St Lawrence, which Is a large 
squ^e planted with trees. The e^act |dat^ of its erection is pqt knoirn, 
but it is menticmed. in a deed about 1226. At the west en4 is an ea|<- 
batded Tower with small pinnacles at the angles^ and in a style of 
architecture which corresponds greatly with that period ; it is SHrmount^ 
by an octagonal spire, terminated with a vane. The, Porcb» 12 fe^ 
by 10, projectii^ from the base of the Tower, built by Clement lieh- 
fieldy Abbot in ||^ reign of Henry VIII, is of very beautiful ponc^ncr 
tion, ornamented with a series of trefoil-headed arches on Jits,'9xte|ioi;» 
and is. adorned with an open worked parapet The annexed Vieiir^esKr 
hibits the general character of the building, and j|poludes ue^ty the 
whole south side of the Churcb* The pointed windows pf thei Naye-are 
divided into three trefoil-headed lights, with qu^tiiefoil co|9ipartnB^t9 
above ; but in the south aisle, or projecting portion »^ei^ in the Plate^jtlie 
windows are larger and more lofty : the lights are he^e divided by,t(an- 
soms, and tbe embattled parapet is pierced with small ligj^tfurpbe^ while 
the buttresses partake of a more ornamental style of archit^ture. !tbfi 
body of the Church is nearly L30 feet in length;, and its great^f t bcea4tl^ 
including the north and south aisles, is 73 feet. The Aisles are sepa* 
rated from the body by four Arches of unequal dimensions^ those at 
the east end being nearly double the size of the rest Against the Bant 
wall of the Chancel is a monument to the Tier. John Mitchell, LL. B., 
Ticar of this Church, who died Sept 9, 1724, aet 41; Sarah, his wife, 
and three children. Arms, party per pale, sabk and argeni, a chevron 
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beiw€m iwa temk mmmdf tmmhrd^nffti vftke JIM, MitdMeU, impalhig 
pmhf of jts» argemi mid pde$ m bemd or. On the North «de <^ the 
GuMCti is s small monmneBt to Adam Cave, Gent, ob. 18 Oct 1608, 
«t 20, anas, vefi^freUy mrgmU : and others to the same fiunily. 

Abont the middle of the South Aisle is the sepulchral Chapel of Oe- 
meat lichfield, the 55th Abbot of Evesham, who after having endowed 
Us Convent with many elegant ornaments, and useful additions, had 
the mortification to witness the total demolition of all. He was elected 
28th Dec. 1513, and resigned in 1533, in favor of Philip Hawford, who 
was then created Abbot for the sole purpose of surrmidering the Abbey 
to the crown, which event took place 17th Nov. that same year, when 
its site was granted by Henry YIIL, to Sir Phiiip Hobby, Rt, for the 
sum of 891t 10s.; and the splendid edifice erected before the reign of 
Henry lU., was soon afterwards demolished, except the handsome 
Tower erected by Clement Lichfield, which is 117 feet high, and coo* 
tains a peal of eight bells, there being but one in the Spire of the Chnrclu 
The Abbot after his resignation retired to Offenham, a country resid- 
ence of the Abbot's near this place, where it is most probable he died. 
He is buried in this Chapd built by himself, on the south side of the 
Church. It b 18 feet by 13 in extent, and of beautiful florid architec- 

twe. On the ftetted Ceiling are the initals, ^ft upon an eseuteheov* 

The Abbot's monument is now defaced, but is described in HabingtoB% 
M8S. collected in the reign of Charles I., towards a History of the 
Gouttty : " At the entrance of thb Chapel, lyeth humbled on the ground, 
Hm resemblance of an Abbot, truly great, in leaving the dignity of his 
high place, and wise, when, foreseeing the storm tiiat overthrew this 
widi other Religious Houses, he struck sail to avoid shipwreck. His 
resemblance is engraved at the altar, in prayer. Oii his right hand, JEi 
m virhUe iua judiea me. Below on one side, Qttia in inferno nulfo esf 
rtsdemptio. On the opposite, Mi$erere met Deus, et saiva me. Under- 
vci^th hb feet, an inscription, which was also painted on one of the win- 
dows, Oraie pro Anima Domini Ciementis Lichfield SacerdottM, ctgne 
iemfore Nova Tmris Eveihamenm mdificata est. He was buried, as 
appears by the Begbter book, October 9, 1546." 

The North Able was formeriy called Derby Chapel, and its wmdows 
were adorned in stained glass, with die well known cogniasance of the 
Stanl^fs, as Ix»rds of the Isle of Man ; viz. CMet three armed^ legs con- 
joined urgent, three times repeated, together with the armorial coats of 
Sttdeley, Mortimer, and others, witfa.that of the Abbey of Evesham : 
aswv, a e4otii in i^evron, with a ring on the dexter and a Horse lodt om 
the finistOTf between three mitres or; all which are now destroyed. 
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here prior to the Conquest, is apparent from a Charter of Henry the 
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GREAT MALVERN, WORCESTERSHIRE ; 

VICAB, 
THE REV. HENRY CARD, D.D, F.R.S. F. A,S. F.R.8.L. 



On the eastern declivity of the Mah>em HUk, near the entrance of the 
Talley between the Worcestershire Beacon and North Hill, is situated 
the healthful and picturesque Village of Great Malvern. The build- 
ings are pleasantly interspersed amidst orchards, gardens, and plantap 
tions ; and the scenery of the neighbourhood combines, in their happiest 
union, the romantic, the beautiful, and the sublime. Hygeia presides 
over its springs ; and the lyre of Poesy has frequently been strung in 
admiration of its varied charms. 

But it is not to its situation alone, nor to the delightful prospects 
whiph its vicinity affords, that Malvern is indebted for its attractionii. 
The salublity of its Wells, and the interest excited by its Church, 
which exhibits in its Aschilectare a vecy beautiful example of the latent 
period of the Pointed Style, furnish additional sources of healthful plea- 
sure, and mental gratification. 

Malvern has long been celebrated in Ecclesiastical History ; and the 
Village itself owes its origin to an Hermitage, or Priory, which ac<- 
^rding to Thomas, who wrote an account of its Antiquities and Church, 
in Latin, (temp. James I.) was founded here, '' in the wild forest," an- 
terior to the Norman Invasion. This establishment was for Seculars ; 
and our author states that Urso D'Abitot, or D*Abtot, a Norman 
Baron, who possessed considerable estates in this County, was the 
founder. In this Thomas has been contradicted, there being no men- 
tion of D'Abtot's name in either of the two Charters granted to the 
Prioiy by King Henry the First If not the founder, however, it is 
evident Ihi^t Ursp was a benefactor very soon after the Conquest ; there 
being extant a rather curious grant made by him to the Malvern brother- 
hood, (vide Nash's Hist, of Worcestershire, vol. ii. p. 266, note,) to 
which, among the witnesses, is * Athelisa Vicecomitissa/ the Sheriff's 
|Ady» his own wife. That some kind of a religious house was founded 
here prior to the Conquest, is apparent from a Charter of Henry the 



Tm^Mf rdfened to in Dvgdale's MonasHcoD, wiiich mentioDt that it was 
endowed by King Edward the Confessor. 

A somewhat different account of this foundation has been giren ia 
Nash's History^ Tiz. '* Before the Conquest^ Malrem was a wilder- 
ness thick set with trees» and some Monka, who aspired to greater sanc*- 
tity« retired [thither] from the Priory of Worcester, « and became Her- 
mits. The enthnsiasm spread so rapidly that their number soon in- 
creased to three hundred; when, forming themseiyes into a Society, 
they agreed to live according to the Order of St Benedict, and elected 
Aldwin, one of their company, to be Superior.'* Nash refers to William 
of Malmsbury, as his authority Cor this statement; but in respect to the 
number of brethren congregated under Aldwin, or Aldewine, he is in- 
correct ; Malmsbury's words being, — * Usque ad Iricenarium numemm,' 
that is, thirty, and not Irecenarium, or three hundred. He was proba- 
bly misled by Habyngton, the author of an account of this Priory, 
which was dedicated to Queen Elizabeth, and printed in 1696; and 
ia which Habyngdon has fallen into the same mistake. 

In the " Annul. Wigamieniei" Aldwin is expressly called Hhefnmder, 
from the circumstance, as Habyngton rationally conjectures, of his hav^ 
ing " begged of the charity of others, as much as perfected this founda- 
tion." He appears to have been one of the Anchorites at Malvern; — 
and about the year 1083, he was persuaded by St. Wolstan, Bishop of 
Worcester, to become a Benedictine Monk, instead of making a pilgrim- 
age to Jerusalem, as he had previously intended, with assurances that 
bis place at Malvern would be wonderfully favoured by God : these as- 
surances he is said to have lived to see fulfilled in a very considerable 
degree ; the benefactions which he obtained by his zeal having enabled 
him to found a Priory and Church for thirty monks, in honour of the 
Virgin Mary. One of the principal benefactors was Gislebertus Crispi- 
nus. Abbot of Westminster, who, with the consent of his Convent, as- 
signed several estetes and manors to the new foundation ; stipulating, 
as it should seem, that the future patronage of the Priory should be- 
long to his own esteblishment : hence the Abbots of Westminster al- 
ways claimed the approval and confirmation of the Priors of Malvern ; 
though it was not without many disputes that they maintained their pri- 
vileges. Malvern, therefore, was regarded as a subordinate Cell to the 
Abbey Church ; and the Dean and Chapter of Westminster have lands 
in its vicinity at the present time. 

Henry the First was a considerable donor to this Priory; besides con- 
firming all former grants by his Charter, dated in 1127, he bestowed 
various lands upon its innlates. In 1159, William Burdett gave to God, 
and St. Mary of Malvern, all the land he had in Aucott in Warwick- 
shire, with the mill, &c. and other possessions, for the foundation of a 
Cell for four monks. Another Cell, subordinate to Malvern, was after- 
wards founded at Brockbury, in the parish of Colwall, in Hereford^ 
shire. 



Bishop Latimer, about the period of the dissolution, petitron^d that 
two or three religious houses in each county, and in particular, that 'bf 
Great Malvern, might remain, and their revenues be applied to the 
purposes of education ; but this was overruled by the cupidity of Henry 
the Hghth's counsellors. When the Priory was dissolved, the vsilue 
of its possessions was estimated, according to Dugdale, at 308/. Xs. S^d.'i 
and according to Speed, at 875/. 0s.6c£. Tn the thirty-sixth of HeKry VIII., 
the Pk^iory demesne was granted to William Pinnock, who transferred it 
to John Knotesford, Sergeant at Arms, by whose descendants it was sold 
ia James Oliver, of the city of Worcester, aboiit the year 1774.' Queen 
Elizabeth, in her thirty-first year, granted to Richard Braythe^aytej 
and Roger Bromley, and their heirs, all the tythes of Iambs, pigs, calves, 
^^g^t hemp, and flax, and the oblations of the Parish, and of the Chap- 
pel of St. Leonard, on condition of their paying 8/. yearly to the Vicar, 
and 8«. 2d. to the archdeacon of Worcester, '* in respect of a synodal 
and procuration, issuing out of the said tythes.^ The Priory Gateway 
still remains in tolerable preservation ; together Svith an ancient and 
somewhat cnrious wooden edifice, supposed to have been the Refectory 
and Audit Hall, which has been converted into a bam with stabling. 

Hie Church is a large and spacious structure, built in the form of a 
crosB, and having a lofty tower rising firom the intersection of ihe nav^ 
and transept. Formerly, two Chapels were attached to it, which have 
been destroyed ; viz. one at the east end, consecrated to the Virgin 
Mary ; and another on the south side. After the conveyance of the 
Priory demesne to John Knotesford, Esq., as mentioned above, this 
edifice was purchased from him by the inhabitants of Malvern for 200/., 
and made parochial. The Patron of the Living is Edward Foley, E^q., 
of Stoke Edith Park, in Herefordshire. 

' The more ancient parts of this fabric, which are principally confined 
to the massive cblumns and arches of the nave, are of early Normail 
architecture ; but the rest of the building is in the pointed style of Henry 
the Seventh's time. That munificent Patron of the arts. Sir Reginald 
Bray, K. G., who was a native of St. John's, Worcester, was the archi- 
tect; and under his supenntendance the Church assumed that appearance 
and character which have rendered it the admiration of every person con- 
versantin elegant design, and ingenious workmanship. Sir Reginald's 
great abilities, and his zealous attachment to the Lancastrian cause, oc- 
<iasioned him to enjoy the entire friendship of his Sovereign ; and Henry 
himself, his Queen, and his family, are reported to have assisted him in 
renovating and embellishing this interesting pile. The painted and' 
stdhed glass that formerly adorned the windows, and of which many 
beautiful specimens still remain, though greatly misplaced and mutilated, 
are, in particular, stated to have been executed at the charge of thos^ 
illustrious personages. 

During the lapse of centuries, and through the culpable neglect of 
those who ought to have attended to its preservation, this Churob be- 
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oatid giMdy dOapidftled ; so miicfa so, indeed, that aboul tibie year 
1788, it i0 deaciibed as being in such a niinona itate, '' diat it conld 
not be used with eiAer drnvenience or safety ; the roof, when it rained, 
tjli^^tfitig niQch water ; the seats being mouldy and decayed ; the walls 
and floor dreadfully damp, (for some parts of the 'Church were sul^ect to 
be flooded,) and the ivy allowed to pierce through the broken windows, 
and cOTer a large portion of the east end of the fabric." In this forlorn 
state it continued till about the years 1812 and 1813, when the roof and 
ceiling were repaired, and the ivy entirely cut away; the expenses being 
defrayed by a subscription principally raised among the nobility and 
gentry of the surrounding country. Much, however, yet remained to be 
done ; when in a propitious hour, in 1815, ^e Rev. Dr. Card was in- 
ducted to this Vicarage ; and that gentleman immediately directed hb 
attention to the repairs which were still requisite. Through his actiyity 
and seal, a further subscription was obtained; and the Church, within 
three years afterwards, was placed in that complete state of reparation 
and improvement in which it now appears. 

From many points of view this structure is seen to great advantage, 
and particularly from the north, as represented in Plate I. The tower, 
which rises to the elevation of 124 feet, is finely ornamented with a 
pieced battlement, and corresponding pinnacles, which are rather pecu- 
liarly designed, as may be seen in the engraving. Elegant tracery adorns 
the windows ; and the open-work of the embattlements westward from the 
transept, gives an agreeable lightness to the upper part of the walb. On 
the north side, there is a considerable descent to the Church, from flie 
irregularity of the ground. In tiie tower are six bells and a setof chimes^ 

The interior has a neat and impressive character : its length is 17& 
feet, and its breadth 63 feet ; the height of the nave is 63 feet, Whea 
liie sun's rays are beheld streaming through the rich tints of its colomred 
glass, the effect is very fine. The nave is neatly pewed; and in a 
handsome gallery near the entrance in the north-aisle is a good organ* 
On the firont of the gallery are the arms of her late royal highness the 
Princess Charlotte of Wales, together with those of his serene hig^ese 
Prinoe Leopold, her husband. The pews of Earl Beauchamp and Ed^- 
ward Foley, Esq. are respectively ornamented, in front, with their armo- 
rial bearings. On each side the chancel, are placed the ancient stalls of 
the monks, the under parts, or nUhteOa, of which exhibit various 
grotesque and other carvings in basso-relievo. Among them are the 
following subjects ; which have been rudely etched by the late John 
Carter, in the second Volume of his ** Ancient Sculpture and Painting.^ 
—I. A Man on bis death-bed, with a Priest at his head and a Doctor 
at his feet, to whom he is ofiering bags of wealth to secure their aid^ 2^ 
A Mon)k driving away the Devil, by propelling wind into Us fimdameat 
with a pair of bellows. 3. A Gardener heading a staff and gardeft^hook 
WiUk plants, &d. by his side. 4. A Man with a basket of frmt on Us 
right arm *. in his left hand he holds up a pine. 5. A Male figne sum 
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taining a Urge gobkt in each hand ; probably meant as an . emblem qt 
glaUojiy» his belly appefuing to swag on the table before him, upea 
which are remains of a repast* 6. An Angel |daying on a cittern. 

The altar-piece consists of an entablature supported by coluoms of th^ 
Ionic order, in the pannels between which, the Lord's Prayer, the 
Creed, and the Commandments are neatly painted. Near it, on eachside,^ 
are ranged a number of the curiously inscribed Tiles, which formed 9^ 
part of the pavement of the ancient Church, intermixed with others on 
which the armorial bearings of divers benefactors were represented^ 
Each tile is about five inches and a quarter square, in superficial extent; 
and nearly an inch and a half in thickness. They are mostly of a dark 
red, or brown colour : the arms and letters have, been impressed on them 
when soft, and the indents aflterwards filled up with a different coloured 
day ; as orange, &c. The inscription on the greater number of the til^s 
is as follows: 

€\jMh€ • mon • ft * UflGr . 
maf » Mt • f n » cntnttt * 
pat pota ^ Hsjft pi. ftft. 
tt . pat . fota . grt . pKtt . 
imt • |idl . fotn « fftlUtt • 
nn* . to • pi • ftttut • VKt • 
an6 . tu . i^it . dbcttr . ft * 
flit r t|{ • btit . dtenttirt « 

When divested of its obsolete orthogmphy, thb iosoription atigbt b< 
rendered thus : — ^Think, man 1 thy life will not enduce for even WjMit 
thou dost thyself, of that thcNi art certain ; but what thou leaveat to tby 
exeentors' care, it is but a chance that it will ever avail thee<^-— Anothei 
tile of the same kind is fixed against the large column on the north side^ 
near the entrance to the chancel; and various others, coUeoted frem dif* 
ferent parts of the floor during the late repairs, have been used fas €soia§ 
a low semicircular wall at the east end of the Church. Among the ar« 
merial bearings on these tiles were those of Edward the Conlessor« 
and of many ancient baronial families ; particularly Bobun, Ead of 
Northampton; Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick; Mortimer, Eaii of 
March; Clare, Earl of Gloucester ; and Beauchamp, of Powick* Ap«» 
oovding to Nash, die date of the tiles about the chohr, is 1463; viz. 30tk 
of Henry the Sixth. 

Most, if not all of the windows of this edifice were very richly embel*, 
lished with painted |(lass, on which numerous subjects from Scriptwe 
were depicted ; and likewise the effigies of benefactors with theiff anna 
on their snroeats. Though much of it has be^i destroyed, firom culpable 
Be|jU?ot, aad wilihl devastation, thereis still sufficient lemaining to aUfst 
its original splendour ; but the different series of historical rep r ea ente > 
tions are in every instance ineosplete; and only % few of the portmits- 
now exist. 



til the Mmteen loirer eo«ptrteeiito <rf tbe great east wiodow, were tte 
ptioeipai erents of our ftavieiir's Hfe and possioii ; but Beady tfie wliole 
Ims been broken ; and the remaining fragmenti are so coBfiisedly mis^ 
placed that no subject caa be traced. In the npper divisions are the 
tirelre Apostles, with other fignrei. Iliis window is shewn in Plate III., 
the Ttew being taken from the north side of the Church, near the entrance 
of the transept 

In the third window from the east, on the noilh side, are the arms ot 
Westminster Abbey : together with several transactions of the Mook 
Aldwin, relating to his procuring Letters Patent for the foundation of 
this Church from Pope Gregory the Seventh and William the Conqueror. 
tn the fourth window, the Crucifixion is represented in three divisions : 
m the centre is Jesus upon the cross, on the right is St. John the Evange- 
list and die Virgin Mary, and on the left, the Centurion speaking to his 
•oldiers. In the fifth window is a serafA, a cherub, and an arch-angel : se- 
veral figures were removed from this part into the west window, when 
the latter was glazed during the recent ituprovements. In the ninth 
wiadow is 'St. Peter, but greatly mutilated* 

In the great west window was originally a representation of the Day 
of Judgment, said to have been ** not inferior to the paintings of Michael 
Angelo." The whole however was demolished by unruly boys, who, 
wlubt the Church remained in Its dilapidated state, were wttfully suflFered 
to throw stones at the various figures thereon detinieated. Under the 
directions of the present Vicar, aided by a benefaction of 50/. from the 
late Princess Charlotte of Wales, and PVince Leopold, her consort, this 
window has been again resplendently filled wMi painted glass, brought 
from less observable situations in other parts of the Church. The prin- 
cipal recognized figures are St. Lawrence and St George, the others 
are Popes, Bishops, Saints, drc. 

In the fourth window from the east, on the south side, are twelve 
Scriptural subjects, commendng with the Creation, and ending with the 
infancy of Cain, viz. 1. The Almighty forming the earth oat of a chaos 
of confused atoms. 2. God creating the moon and the stars. 3, 4, and 
6. God creating die plants, the fowls of 'the air, and the trees and 
beasts of the field. 6. €rod creating Man out of the dust of the ground. 
?• Adam in a deep sleep,' and God taking a rib from his left side to create 
Woinan. 8. God leading Adam and Eve into Paradise. 9. Adam 
and Eve eating the forbidden fruit. 10. Adam and Eve hiding ihemr 
selves among the trees in the garden. 11. The Angel of the Lord ex- 
peiBng Adam and Eve from Paradise. It. Adam tilling the ground, 
and Eve with Coin upon her knee. 

In the fifUi window wais the history of Noah, but the only sntjectf 
not utterly mutilated, are these :— the Almighty appearing to Noah, and* 
commancUng him lo build an Ark ; and Noah sending out the Dove to 
see if the Deluge had subsided. In the sixth window were the stories of 
Abrahami and IsaaCi but the only events now intelligible are as follow: 
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r*Ck>d appeMMg to Abrdiani ; Abraham takbg Sarah to wife ; Abra« 
Inai putting oat Hagar, the bond«M>niaii; Abraham joumeyiag to 
Mount Moriah; and Isaac sending Esau for fenison. In the seventh 
window was the history of Joseph, but no more than two subjects are 
now distinguishable, viz.— Joseph's dreamy that the sun, moon,* and 
^tars, were making obeisance to him ; and Joseph sold by his brethren 
to the Midiatiites. The eighth window was occupied with yarious sub* 
jects from the history of the Israelites, but nothing intelligible can now 
bifr traced. 

The north end of the transept, (whicb is delineated in Plate II,) 
opens from the chancel by a high pointed arch, having numerous mould-* 
ings rising from light shafts : at the sides are rarious compartments of 
handsome panaeling. The large window in Jenw Chapel^ which foma 
the extremity of the transept, exhibits some elegant remains of the 
painted glass with which it was once filled. Several of the compatt- 
ments were blown out in the time of James the First,. when mudi was 
broken, and the rest was never properly replaced. In the upper large 
compartments were represented in a circle, (the traces of which may 
still be seen, as shewn in the accompanying print,) the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, placing a crown on the head of the Virgin Mary : around 
them were the angelic choirs praising God on various instruments. In 
one of the upper divisions to the right of the circle, is the Offering of the 
Magi ; and, on the the left of it, are Adam and Eve praying in the midal 
of the Infernal spirits, with our Saviour taking the hand of Adam to lead 
him forth. In other divisions, were, formerly, Christ received into Heisp 
Ten, and St Michael combating with Satan. 

Besides the above, there were also the figures of Henry the Seventh 
armed and crowned; Eiiaabeth his Qiwen; the Princes Arthur and 
Henry, their sons ; Sir Reginald Bray, K. G. ; Sir John Savage, and 
Thomas Lovell, Esq. ; all of whom were Henrjr's privy-counsellors. The 
figures of Prince Henry. and Sir Reginald Bray alone remain. per* 
feet; there is likewise the lower part of that of the Queen, but in a re- 
versed position. They were all on their knees, praying; and. under 
them was this inscription : Orate pro bono skUu nolrilmimi et eMeUia^ 
temmi regis Henrici S^Hmi et EUzabetha reginm ae damim Artkwri 
prtudpis jfS/ti eorundemp nee nan predUeciissisne.oon$orti$. sue et smnmm 
trium mUUum. 

Prince Henry is represented under a canopy of state richly oraar 
mented with flowing drapery, diversely embroidered. He is kneeling 
on two cushions, tasselled, placed on a ground of small squares, che- 
quered black and yellow. Before him, on a desk or table, covered 
with tapestry, is an open book, on a cushion fringed and tasselled : on 
the book lies a sceptre. He wears a shirt of mail, but is otherwise in 
compleat plate armour, except an helmet On the breast of his suicoat, 
are ihe arms of France and England, quarterly; and the same arms are 
on his right shoulder : round bis neck is a file of three points, argent. 
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0« his hftad is la opet ooronflt; from' which his hair detoeods in IdDg 
rioglstt. The sc ab haid of his swwd b ansch ornamented. His spun 
aie rtrf long ; but fte pomts of die rowels ave shoii. The cattoj^ is 
sarrottBded by aageh, somidfDg^ ouisical iastratnents, as saekbals, baig^ 
pipes^ and dtfterns played on by a small stick, or plectrum. 

8ir Befinald Bray is kneeling on a crimson cusbioo, under a very 
ridi €k>diic canopy, or tabemacle» widiin a niche ; the latter is yariously 
onmmented in compartments of a screen-like appearance, blue, yellow, 
and crimson. He is in plate armour, and a shirt of mail, but without 
his hefanet His sword has a richly wrought scabbard, but it ts not so 
long as that of Prince Henry : the rowels of his spurs hsTe long points* 
Before him, on a desk and cushion, fringed and tasseUed, is an open 
hook : the cushion is embroidered with his name, in Luin. On th^ 
breast and shoulder of his surooaty are his arms, tI^ arg, a chevr. betir» 
thme eagles' legs, sab. erased i Is cnuss, 6u. At his back is a richly* 
wrought shiine, or refiqnary. 

Bach of the aboye paintings is three feet two inches in height : th^ 
weie engrayed by Strutt, for his *' Manners, Customs,*' &c., but that of 
nwna Henry u erroMonsly called Henry the Seycath. They have 
bosKMignnrad als» by the late ^hn CSarter, who made dcawiugs frmn 
them on the spot, in the year 1/18^: Useagnurings, coloured Uke- the 
originals, were pnUished in the .second ydume d his ^* Ancient Seulp* 
tare and Painting." The Natiyity, the Marriage of Canaan, and Christ 
aitling among the Doctors in the Temple, aie also included in this 
window ; Ktagether with other confased.pieoes now uaiatelltgible. 

The wewwindow of thb Chapel, whidi ooaaists of nine diyiaions, ^utr 
taioB. the Ajpst paintings in the Church, with the exception odthe two 
figares jnst desoitl|^. They aia all entire, and include.among othersi 
die f^lowing s«l»|eets; the Salutation of Elisabeth; the Visitation nf 
Ae Angel to Mary; the Nativity ; the Presentation in the Temple ; die 
Bliildittstoned toBights the Hesufieotion of Laaacus; the MultitudafolT 
lowing.onr Sayiomr; aad the Last Iftupper. 

In the Vicar's Chapel at the east end of the north aisle, is a sssaU 
window^ wfai^ in dm year IBM, was elegantly filled up* with paiatad 
and stained glass; on wUdh is depict«ljthearnm of forty-six beaeCMtois 
to the receat rspaim of this Chusch: below the window is this, iimcrip' 
tion : — . 

Stouie^, thia behol d est here the Armorial bearing* of imik who 
chie^ «ide4 t]^ Vicar, Henry Card, in restoring the interior ^f 
this venerable fabric ; and having done this pious deed, they fur- 
ther consented to his wishes of placing their Arms in tins windowi 
«• cotasmiaiionitive of k. A. I>. 1S30. 

AxwHW ^ ^W remurkahle monuments in this structure there is 
OQA^unqfiestipnabl^ anl^qiiityi but the person whom it* represents \% 
^inlmowii. It is a mutilated statue of a Xmght, now plac^4 in a re^ss 
ei the n^irth did ^f J^fiMS QHv»h whi4>f^ it w.as reiy^oy^i a)k the cpm- 
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meiiGemmit of tht tate reptm, jfrom alow mod timplo tonby ovpedaital^ 
ia the aottth aisle. Carter, who states that no similar figure had erer 
falleQ under his observation^ describes it as being anayed in mail ar* 
mour of the Conqueror's time, having a long surooat over it. The right 
hand is armed with a battle-axe ; the left holds a circular shield, er tai^ 
get, and frdm under it hangs a sword. The feet have been broken off 
above the ankles. In another recess in the same Chapel, is an inscribed 
stone, of a coffin-like form, in memory of Prior Waklur, who suoceeded 
Aldwin in the government of this monastery : it was dug up ia May, 
1711, in the Priory garden, about three feet from the church->wall. The 
inscription is in monkish rhyme, as follows t*^ 

Philowphvs dignvB bonvs Astrologvs, Lotheringrt, 
Vir piTs ac hTniilit* monacliTS, Prior hviys oviliip 
Hie jacet ia cista, Oeometricts ae Abacifta, 
Doctor Walchervs ; flet, plebs, dolet vndiqTe clenrs ; 
Htic Ivx prima mori dedit Octobris feoiori; 
Vifat vt ia cqbUs ezoret qyis qve fidelis. mczzzv. 

The monument shewn in Plate III., on the south side of the chancel, 
is that of John Knotesford, Esq., who was the proprietor of this Chareh 
and its demesne, in Queen Elizabeth's reign, as mentioned above. He 
is represented by a recumbent figure, in plate armour : at his side is the 
elBgy of his lady, and at their feet is Anne, their eldest of five daughters, 
by whom this monument was erected : he died on the 23d of November, 
1599. Various slabs for the ancient family of Lygon, &c. and mural 
tablets for more recent interments, are included in the remaining sepul- 
chral memorials. In the wall of the south aisle is an enriched circular 
arch, which. some have supposed to have been a confessional, but it is 
probably nothing more than a recess once occupied by an ancient tomb. 

In the north transept are two inscribed tables, stating the names of 
the benefactors, ice. (with the sums they respectively gave,) of those 
who contributed to the late repairs : the totals, from the year 1809 to 
1818, amounted to 2,688/. 17t. 

Gervase of Canterbury, in his MS. Chronicle, as quoted in Tanner's 
Notitia, mentions this Church as dedicated to St.4tfichael as well as to 
the Virgin; it is likewise called St. Michael Malvern, in an original 
charter preserved in the British Museum, referred to by the editors of 
the new edition of Dugdale's Monasticon. 

The old Parish Church was dedicated to St. Thomas the Apostle, 
and stood not far from the present Church, at the north-west angle of the 
Church-yaid. It was ninety feet in length, thirty-six in width; and had 
one small Chapel to the south. 

Although Great Malvern was a cell to the Abbey of Westminster, 
the Prior and Convent appear to have acted, in the management of their 
estates, &c. as an independent corporation. 

'* In ancient time," remarics Madox, in the Dissertation on Ancient 
Charters and Instruments prefixed to his Formulare Anglicanum, " some 
9 



Deniiet w«re muAiBf which appear pretty tingiilar. Thu Herbert f Ab 
hat of WestmiDster^ gianted to the Monks of Mmioermf Mamerium de 
Pomd ad Finmam, pro xziiii. libru per mmmm: Hmc pe eu nia per iiii 
tenmmoe reddemda etl, fctlioel, ^; Ei tamdiu iemeami, qwanuiiM obedienUi 
fmervU el tmbjecH [noflrw] Mmiri JEcckrit B , M de hie obediemiid ^fide- 
iUer eerviermi; Ei ilku CcmueiMdmei ktdteai AMme, m eodem Mamerio, 

Orig. Cyiogr. in archir. S. Petri Westm." 

Acoofdiag to the population Aot of I82I9 the Parish of Great Malvern 
contained 313 houses: the number of inhabitants was 1,668; of whom 
760 were males, and 818 females. 



10 



I-IITTDJ; MAIL.TEMN THroiSCM, 



BT'STCnSB- 






m 
li- 
re 
le 
a- 
le 
le 
id 

in 
n. 
id 

w 
ih 

to 

es 

■s- 

Ki 



IS 

in 






le 
al 

di 

le 
fe 

ry 

e- 

AS 



LITTLE MALVERN, WORCESTERSHIRE. 

PERPETUAL CURATE, 
THE REV. EDWARD WOODYATT, B. A. 



Little Malvern, a small Village about three miles southward from 
Great Malvern, is situated on a woody slope near the entrance of an ex- 
tensive recess or hollow, in the range of hills of which the Herefordshire 
Beacon forms such a conspicuous object. According to the return made 
to the Privy Council by Bishop Sandys, in the reign of Queen Eliza- 
beth, this parish contained thirty-seven families, but at the present time 
there are fifteen only. The number of inhabitants, as taken under the 
Population Act of 1821, was sixty-seven ; viz. thirty-three males- and 
thirty-four females, most of whom are employed in agriculture. 

In the Anglo-Norman times, this district was little otherwise than an 
umbrageous wilderness, well calculated for privacy and seclusion. 
Here, therefore, about the year II7I9 two brothers, named Joceline and 
Edred, founded a small Benedictine Priory, for themselves and a few 
other monks who had separated from the Priory at Worcester, to which 
this cell became subordinate. The new establishment was dedicated to 
St. Giles, and it continued till the dissolution of the lesser monasteries 
in 1538, at which period it contained a prior and seven monks. Its pos- 
sessions, which were valued at 98/. per annum, were afterwards granted 
to Richard Andrews and Nicholas Temple. 

The present Church, which is that which belonged to the Priory, was 
built on the site of the more ancient edifice about the year 1482, temp. 
Hen. VII., by the influence of that celebrated prelate and architect, 
John Alcocke, Bishop of Worcester. It was originally constructed in 
the form of a cross, having an embattled tower rising from the centre ; 
but the transept has long been in ruins and partly destroyed, and the 
other divisions of the building are much dilapidated. From several 
points of view it forms a picturesque and striking object, particularly 
when its pointed windows and rich tracery are seen in combination with 
the mantling ivy that has been suffered to overspread a portion of the 
exterior walls. In descending the hilly road from Ledbury, die eye 
glances over the Tower of the Church, (which appears to rise from thick 
woods), and penetrates into Gloucestershire, the intermediate country 
being finely variegated^ The variety of ground and scenery compre- 
hended in this prospect, render» it exceedingly interesting. Cottle has 
thus noticed the Church in his Poem on Malvern Hills : 






Just peeping from a woody covert near 

The Lesser Malvern stands. Sequestered Church ! 

The qpot around diee speaks of quietness. 

Down at the mountain's base thou long hast bnv'd 

The vernal tempest and December's storms -, 

Yet at this tranquil time most hii thou art. 

The aged oaks around, and towering elms, ^ 

In wild luxuriance spread their stately limbs ; 

And true to friendship, ward each angry blast. 

That, howling through the valley, sweeps along 

To thy dark battlements. 

• 

On each side of the upper division of the Tower is a handsome win- 
doWy separated into two lights by a muUion, and haying a quatrefoil 
and other tracery near the apex. The adjoining walls are wrought into 
tracery, displajing some bold overhanging mouldings. It seems pro- 
bable, firom its appearance, that the present roof is far more modem 
than the other parts of the building. 

The interior of the Church (vide Plate II.) is plain and uninviting, al- 
though indications of former splendor still remain in its vestiges of painted 
glass and armorial blazonry. Some rude seats, with a few pews, or ra- 
ther boxes, in the nave, and some old stalls on each side the chancel, 
are the inadequate accommodations for its numerous congregation during 
divine service. A wooden screen, that has been perforated in the Go- 
thic style, in compartments, but is now much broken, separates the nave 
from the chancel. Nearly over it, extending from wall to wall, is a beau- 
tifully-carved beam, exhibiting foliage, finely relieved and under-cut. 
In an angle near the stalls on the north side, is a grotesque carving. 
The east window is ornamented with very elegant tracery, dividing it into 
numerous lights, the principal of which are trefoil-headed : quatrefofls 
and other forms complete the design. In the upper divisions are several 
armorial shields in stained glass ; and in the lower compartments are the 
remains of some figures, which are stated to have been portraits of the 
Queen and part of the family of Edward the Fourth. In the pavement 
are several wrought tiles, on one or twa of which the same inscription 
may be traced as that already given in the account of Great Malvern 
Church. The Foiit, which is of stone, and of an octagonal form, stands 
among the pews. on the north side of the nave. 

The sepulchral memorials are principally confined to a few mural tab-^ 
lets of little importance; but there were formerly some monuments here 
of considerable antiquity. Habyngdon says, that in his time (viz. Queen 
Elizabeth's reign) *' there lay in the south aisle a Knight, or crusader, all 
armed saving his face, his right hand on his sword, and his legs crossed^ 
on his right hand lay bis Lady, with her arms crossed.*' He imagined 
this latter position to indicate that the lady had accompanied her hus- 
band, in his military-religious pilgrimage to the Holy Land. 

The Church is a perpetual curacy. The living is in the gift of Mrs. 
Wakeman, of little Malvern, who is a Roman Catholic, and therefore 
incapable of presenting ; she has, howeVer, the nomination to the liying, 
and the presentation is made by the Right Hon. the Earl Somers. 
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TO SUBSCRIBERS. 

Thb Subscridbrs to this Work are most respectfully informed, 
that No. XIII., being the First Number of the Second Volume, 
^ill not appear till the First of March, in order to prepare 
for publication the Splendid Churches at Long Meltord and 
Lavenham in Suffolk, and some other interesting objects. 

January \, 1835. 
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